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STUDENTS AT SILLIMAN. MAIN BUILDING AND DINING ROOM IN REAR. 


Silliman Institute was founded in 
1901 by Dr. H. B. Silliman of Cohoes, 
New York, with the purpose of cre- 
ating in the Philippines a body of 
Christian men trained for the practical 
walks of life. 

From the door of the college build- 
ing the islands of Cebu, Bohol Siqui- 
jor and Mindanao are clearly in view, 
and others lie just over the horizon. It 
was for this reason, and to keep the 
school away from the dangers of city 
life, that the town of Dumaguete on 
the island of Negros was chosen with 
its background of high mountains, and 


the Pacific only a stone’s throw from 
the school door. It is in the center of 
the Visayan tribe of over three mil- 
lions and within easy reach of them all. 
The site seems not to have been chosen 
amiss, for the people have taken the 
work of the school seriously from the 
start and have supported it loyally. 
The school, which is under the care of 
the foreign board of the Presbyterian 
church, was opened formally with 
thirteen pupils, and in the five years of 
its existence has grown to 260. It 
would have been 300 if it had not been 
crowded to overflowing during the 
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present year. These students come 
~ from all the larger islands of the archi- 
pelago, and are boys of enthusiasm and 
ability, for the most part from the 
Roman Catholic church, and yet too 
anxious for an education to allow this 


INDUSTRIAL STUDENTS AND PROVISIONAL SHOP. 


to stand in the way. It is the oldest of 
the Protestant Christian schools in the 
islands and the only one where rich 
and poor are brought together on 
terms of perfect equality, and given 
either a classical course or an indus- 
trial training. 

One of the drawbacks, so far, to 
good work, has been the fact that our 
students are drawn away by tempting 
offers before they are nearly prepared 
for their life work. Though the school 
has been in existence so short a time, 
about thirty of our former students are 
now teachers in the public schools, 
two have been sent to America by the 
government for an education, six are 
working in government offices, one is 
a government inspector of building 
construction, and four are evangelists. 
We have constant calls for our best 
students and have sorrowfully seen 
our two advance classes melt away 
under the stress. But this is only a 
temporary condition and will pass 
away in a few years. Fifty or sixty 
of the students have professed Christ; 
two of these have returned to their 
home and there begun work amongst 
their own people, where to-day there 
is a church of nearly 500 members. 
But it is too early to judge the real re- 
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sults; with God’s blessing in twenty 
years these boys will work a revolution — 
in the islands, not against the flag, 
but against the medizval superstition 
and ignorance which have lain so long 
that they have become putrid. 

The industrial department is at the 
present putting up a building with stu- » 
dent labor. The boys have a genius for 
carpenter work and make very good 
builders. One of them is running the 
engine for the shop, others handle the © 
sawmill, others run the machinery and _ 


do handwork. True, one of them put . 


his hand in a buzz saw, but the doctor 
fixed him up so that he lost only one 
and a half fingers, and the others do 
not make the same mistake. The work 
already turned out is a credit to them. 
A farm has been purchased, and it is 
hoped that we will soon be able to have 
a teacher in this branch of the work. 

The printing office is run entirely by 
student labor and has turned out about 
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a quarter of a million pages of matter 
this year in three languages. The 
practical part of the school is ex- 
ceedingly important, lest, in the rapid 
strides that education is making in the 
islands, a contempt for labor should 
be fostered, or rather should not be 
crushed out, for it is here and has 
been here for four centuries. An ad- 
vance is being made in this direction 
and the educational department of 
the government is calling attention to 
the need of more practical work in the 
primary schools. 


Silliman Institute. 


In any case the hope of these islands 
both temporally and spiritually lies in 
education. Its danger lies in the mass 
of uneducated, ignorant “taos” (day 
laborers) who are to-day absolutely in 
the hands of selfish, and in many cases, 
unscrupulous leaders. And yet in this 
tao class is the hope of the ultimate 
success of the race. It is the backbone 
of the race. It is not the slums; it is 
the peasant—the class that is upsetting 
_ Russia—and it will some day overturn 
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the Philippines, if not wisely, then un- 
wisely. It is from this class will come 
the mechanics, the builders, the teach- 
ers of the islands, and afterwards the 
statesmen. It becomes us to educate 
them; they are quick to learn, bright 
and eager for an education. They are 
a race of idealists and it is hard to keep 
them down to the practical things of 
life; they hitch to the farthest stars. 
The question arises in some minds, 
what is the work and need of Silliman 
Institue in the islands, when the gov- 
ernment is perfecting such a system of 
schools as it has inaugurated, embrac- 
ing practically the whole archipelago? 
‘Its need is, in answering the same call 
which has brought forth the Christian 
college in the United States; only here 
the need is tenfold greater. Because 
of the fear of antagonizing the Roman 
church, the government is compelled 
to carry on its schools as though there 
were no God in heaven, or soul in 
man; and so if we are to have a strong 
Christian manhood in the native 
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church, we must educate it ourselves. 
I do not find fault with the govern- 
ment, for in general it has done as any 
level-minded business man would have 
done in these matters—barring a few 
mistakes, and a few narrow-minded 
underofficials. But the present con- 
ditions demand that the Church of 
Christ should have a trained ministry 
and laity that will bring the masses 
to the Cross. 

One point more—we have never 
turned out an insurrecto from the 
school, and do not expect to do so in 
the future; the Bible does not make 
insurrectos ; but when it is complained 
that the boys from this school do not 
make good muchachos, the plea must 
be “guilty.” It is understood that any 
boy whose highest ambition is to be 
kicked around somebody’s kitchen for 
six dollars per month had better leave 
the school and the sooner the better; 
for there are many better young fel- 
lows who are waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to enter. 

It is a burning truth in the islands | 
that knowledge is power; a boy goes 
home from the school here and can be 
a leader—a power almost from the 
start. In America it means a little en- 
vious concession, but here it means 
power—leadership. An _ educated, 
strong man, to-day, will move a whole 
community. The old Spanish system 
of education is as far out of date as a 
forty-year-old atlas. The new ideas of 
education, freedom, and religion pos- 
sess the heart and thought of the Fili- 
pino, and cannot be repressed. It is 
for the guidance of these that Silliman 
Institute stands—against superstition, 
injustice, slavery, and ignorance. A 
careful study of the Bible as a text 
book is required of every student, be- 
lieving that it will cleanse the way of 
every young man. The school is as 
yet unendowed and without scholar- 
ships, but we go on, trusting that God 
will continue His work here, that the 
waiting islands shall know His law, 
and the work of our country shall be 
truly accomplished finally in the crea- 
tion of a new and enlightened nation. 


IN THE COMPANY OF{S7. Fave 
MEDITATIONS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 
Rev. J, Hx Jowett, Mae: 


MY SON TIMOTHY.—PHIL. il. 
19-24. 


XIV. 


“T hope in the Lord.’—How every 
flower in Paul’s life springs out of a 
common bed, even out of his Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ! He has 
no wish that is not rooted in Jesus, no 
hope that does not find its sustenance 
in Him! He is indissolubly one with 
the Saviour, and everything is vitalized 
by the communion. Many Christians 
only root their crises “in the Lord,” 
the great purposes and events which 
come now and again, but the appar- 
ently smaller matters, the wishes of the 
ordinary day, the plan of the moment, 
the commonplace journey, the hum- 
drum coming and going, are given 
such precarious nutriment as they 
may be able to find apart from the 
risen Christ. It is altogether beautiful 
when a life not only has its great oaks 
and palm trees embedded “in the 
Lord,” but also its more fragile and 
tender things, its wishes, its courtesies, 
its delicate impulses, and its trembling 
hopes. 

And what is this hope which is so 
fed and sanctified “in the Lord’? 
“To send Timothy shortly unto you.” 
Here is a fine and heartening glimpse 
into the complete consecration of the 
apostle’s life. Could anything be more 
ordinary than this sending of a mes- 
senger of inquiry, and yet the purpose 
is to be quickened by the breath of 
the Lord! Everything in Paul’s life is 
to be made “alive unto God.” All 
the events in his life, big or little, are 
to be like the coins of the realm, every 
one stamped with the face of the King. 
The mistake so many of us make is 
that we allow the smaller coins to go 
unsealed with the superscription of the 
King; the halfpennies and the pennies 
are not sanctified; the consecration 
service is only held for the pounds. 


In Paul’s life it seems as though the ~ 
consecration service never ends. 

“That I also may be of good com- 
fort, when I know your state.’—This ~ 
saintly apostle takes heart from other 
people’s progress. He feels the glow 
of the sunshine which rests upon 
others. He is buttressed about by - 
their strength. The water is very 
sweet and refreshing which he draws 
from another man’s well. Surely this 
is one of the enriching secrets of “the 
communion of saints’! It is the pur- 
pose of our Lord that His people 
should be bound together by the min- 
istry of their manifold gifts and 
graces, that we should visit one an- 
other’s lives as we visit one another’s 
gardens, and return home inspired by 
the scent of new perfumes and the 
vision of new flowers and the combina- 
tion of new glories. And perhaps our 
neighbor disciple will give us a sprig 
or a root from his garden wherewith 
to enrich our own, and he will accept 
one from ours, and so we shall all be 
the wealthier for every man’s inherit- 
ance “insthe Lord” 

“For I have no man likeminded, 
who will care truly for your state. 
For they all seek their own, not the 
things of Jesus Christ.’—And this is 
the very opposite to the gracious and 
open disposition we have just consid- 
ered. Here is the consecration of 
selfishness! Here is the sanctification 
of heedlessness, the building of high, 
thick walls of exclusiveness, over 
which we cannot look into our neigh-. 
bor’s garden, and in which there is no 
door to permit of gracious visits and 
friendly intercourse! Here are people 
marching beneath the Lord’s banner, 
but not intent on the Lord’s affairs. 
They are engaged in a selfish quest, 
and are not crusading in the broad, 
general interests of the kingdom of 
God. And yet they are professed 
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members of the Christian Church! 
That is the pity and the tragedy of it, 
and they exist in every age. The pity 
of it is this, that they never seek the 
things of others: and the tragedy of 
it is this, that they never find their 
own. They seek realities, and discover 
counterfeits; they seek joy, and find 
only a fickle happiness; they seek 
comfort, and find only moulder- 
ing “comforts”; they seek peace, and 
find only material ease. If a man 
makes up his mind to ignore his 
brother, he will never find himself. If 
we want to really find our own, we 
must seek them in “the things of 
Jesus Christ,” and those “things” are 
beyond our own garden wall, and con- 
cern the interests and welfare of our 
brother. No man can forget his 
brother, and at the same time know his 
Lord. “If a man love not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God, whom he hath not seen ?” 

“But ye know the proof of him, 
that, as a child serveth a father, so he 
served with me in furtherance of the 
gospel.”’—Beautiful it is when Chris- 
tian men have stood the test of exact- 
ing experience, and are now men of 
“approved” character, most evidently 
stamped with the hall-mark of the Son 
of God. It is a gracious attainment 
when men readily open their doors to 
us, and receive us as the accredited 
representatives of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And so it was with youthful 
Timothy. He was always running 
other people’s errands, lifting other 
people’s burdens, making sympathetic 
inquiries at other people’s doors. His 
prayers were just crammed with other 
people’s miseries and other people’s 
needs. In all his great, roomy, hos- 
pitable supplications there was hardly 
a corner for himself! He almost for- 
got himself in his remembrance of 
others. And so it came to pass that 
the Lord remembered him, and con- 
veved to him “hidden manna” and 
“hidden treasure,’ and Timothy be- 
came strong and beautiful before the 
gaze of his fellow men. He “put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ,’ but he “wist 
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not that his face shone,” or that he 
appeared so chivalrous and comely in 
“the garments of salvation.” For in 
Timothy was fulfilled the great spirit- 
ual law that “he who loseth his life 
shall find it.” “Him, therefore, I hope 
to send forthwith,” and this young, 
trustworthy ambassador shall be a liv- 
ing bond of spiritual communion be- 
tween the imprisoned apostle and his 
spiritual kinsmen far away. 


XV. BROTHER AND FELLOW WORKER. 
PHIL le ooF 


“Epaphroditus, my brother !’—“My 
brother.” It is a word which takes us 
down into the heart. Aye, a word ex- 
pressive of kinship, of closest intimacy 
—of blood relationship. It literally 
signifies “born of the same parent,” 
but we have taken the word and lifted 
it away from all material connections, 
and we now use it to express affinities 
and relationships of a higher kind. 
Two men may be mentally born of the 
same intellectual parentage. Two 
poets may trace their sonship to the 
same head. They were born at the 
same fountain, and the marks of the 
common birth are obtrusive in both. 
But the word “brother” has a finer 
significance still. We now lift it quite 
above all suggestion of mere mental 
currency—of intellectual blood—to ex- 
press the subtler currents that move in 
the remotest places of the soul. When 
Paul uses the term “brother” he is 
away in the sphere of the purposes and 
motives, where hopes and fears are 
born, where prayers begin to ascend, 
and where the marvelous powers of 
grace are experienced and enjoyed. 
He is away in the new life that is born 
of Christ., “He that drinketh my 
blood hath eternal life.’ He’is away 
in that blood relationship; Paul and 
Epaphroditus had both drunk of that 
parentage, and that marvelous cur- 
rent flowed in their spiritual veins. 
Each was born of God, and they were 
brothers in Christ. And what times 
thev had together! The spirit of each 
vibrated and responded to the other. 
In their sorrows deep called unto deep, 
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and they discovered how brave and 
sweet was their comradeship in the 
Lord. They thrilled to each other’s 
joy, and handed round the cup of each 
other’s delight. They had _inter- 
changed revelations, and had passed 
whole nights in’ repeating into each 
other’s ears the story of the Lord’s 
dealings with them. “Epaphroditus, 
my brother!’ When Paul had a 
wound, Epaphroditus knew just 
where to put the balm. If Paul were 
a little depressed because his services 
were imprisoned, and his spirit was a 
little feverish and heavy, Epaphroditus 
knew just what window to open, and 
what blind to pull up, in order to let 
in the air and light of God. And so it 
was that if Epaphroditus was sick or 
in trouble, Paul was an expert hand in 
bringing to his spirit exuberance and 
grace. Each of them just flowed with 
the gracious sympathy of the Lord, 
and because they were one in Christ, 
their lives interpenetrated each other 
with the ever-bracing influences of re- 
deeming grace. 

“My fellow worker.”’—Epaphroditus 
was a man who was not afraid of 
hack work. If there were a bit of ser- 
vice, a bit of gray drudgery, which 
would be accompanied by no flying 
banners and no brass bands, Epaphro- 
ditus was the one to do it. He never 
asked the color of the service; if any- 
thing he preferred the gray. It is 
easy to be a show horse, and to prance 
round the ring to the accompaniment 
of music and popular applause! But 
to be a common hack, working the gin, 
or, worse still, just carrying fodder 
for the show horse, is not a service 
by which the majority of people are 
commonly allured. But how much 
we are indebted to the willing drudge! 
Now Epaphroditus was perfectly will- 
ing to do the hack work. He was 
“your messenger.” He was the errand 
boy of the Church. He was “your 
minister.” He was the servant of the 
party. I have been thinking that if the 
little company at Philippi kept a min- 
ute book you would find many such 
entries as these: “It was moved by 
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Clement, and seconded by Euodias, 
that our brother Epaphroditus be re- 
quested to make arrangements for the 
visitation of all the churches in Mace- 
donia.” This resolution, like all such 
resolutions, would be carried unani- 


mously, and Epaphroditus quietly car- — 


ried it out. Or here is another: “It ~ 
was moved and seconded that our fel- — 
low worker, Epaphroditus, be re- 
quested to collect subscriptions for our 
distressed brethren in Jerusalem.” 
And again he quietly carried it out. — 
Or here is another: “That our fellow - 
worker, Epaphroditus, be requested to 
journey to Rome to convey our good 
will to our brother Paul, and to take © 
him some token of our regard.” I say © 
you would often find entries of this 
sort, as indeed you find them in the | 
minute book of every church of our — 
land. There are one or two or three 
to whom every church turns and offers 
its hack work, and upon whom the 
more showy life of the church is built. 
They rarely, if ever, appear upon the 
platform. They carry no banners, 
there is nothing distinguished about 
their goings, they just take up a little 
bit of plain commonplace work and it 
is thoroughly done. And the beauty 
of it:is, it is no hack work at allete 
them! They just rejoice in it, and 
along what to others would be a mo- 
notonous road they find the birds and 
the flowers of the kingdom, and the 
sweet and blessed company of the 
Lord. 


It is the way the Master went. 

Shall not the servant tread it still? 
But Epaphroditus was more than a’ 
worker—he was a fellow worker. 
How ‘much significance there is -in 
that prefatory word “fellow”! 
Epaphroditus could work with other 
people. How beautiful the grace! 
We sometimes say of a horse, “It is no 
good in a pair, it must be by itself.” 
We sometimes say there are men who 
are too angular to work with other 
men, and they must go alone. 
Epaphroditus was a grand fellow to 
work with, and Paul rejoiced in his 
companionship. He had most genial 
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tendrils, and he put them out and 
tenderly laid hold of others and la- 
bored with them in most genial accord. 
Surely this is typical of the healthy 
member of the Church of Christ. It is a 
good thing to be a worker; it is a bet- 
ter thing to be a fellow worker; it is 
best of all to be a fellow worker in the 
Lord. 

“And fellow  soldier.’”—What a 
transformation! Here is the hack be- 
come a war horse. Aye, and that is 
right. It is the men who are willing 
for hack work who are never found 
wanting when there is battle in the air. 
It is just those elements in character 
which go to fashion a splendid drudge 
which contribute also to fashion a 
glorious warrior. It was because 
Cromwell’s peasants were such brave 


and splendid men in the obscure road 


of drudgery that they responded to the 
first blast of the bugle and became in- 
vincible in arms. Epaphroditus was 
not far to seek when there was some 
abuse to fight in the city of Philippi. 


_ He was a knight of the Lord’s table, 


| 


and he went out redressing human 
wrongs. 
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There is one other trait in the por- 
trait of Epaphroditus which is given 
by his friend the Apostle Paul. Let 
us mark this exquisite self-forgetful- 
ness. “He longed after you all, and 
was sore troubled because ye had 
heard that he was sick.” He had no 
trouble concerning his own sickness, 
he was only troubled because other 
people were troubled about him! 
Their anxiety concerned him more 
than his own pain. Is not that a 
beautiful example of “a heart at leis- 
ure from itself’? Epaphroditus got 
right out of his own trouble to inspect 
and feel the needs of others; and, be- 
cause others were careworn about 
him, he longed after them all that he 
might set their fears at rest. He never 
seemed to think about himself, “he 
hazarded his life” in service. He dis- 
regarded it, thought nothing of it, just 
thought of his mission and went about 
it in single and prayerful regard. 
Service of that kind is attended by tre- 
mendous power, for life that is sacri- 
ficed reappears in the very might of 
the Almighty God. 


A NORTHFIELD GIRL’S WORK. 
Josephine C. Lawney. 


The mere fact that there is a social 
settlement in Wilmington, Delaware, 
is not a remarkable one, but because 


- the movement exists as a result of the 


effort and determination of a daughter 


of Northfield, it challenges the inter- 


mest 


and attention of Northfield 
readers. 

Through the personal solicitation of 
D. L. Moody, Miss Sarah Pyle be- 
came a student at Northfield Seminary, 
from which she was graduated in 1899. 
After being engaged in Christian work 


for a short time in New York, she 


- felt an unmistakable leading to re- 


turn to her native city of Wilming- 


ton and undertake some sort of Chris- 


*) 


tian work, hardly knowing what it 
would be. 


Her first thought was to work 
among the poorer classes in connec- 
tion with one of the churches or other 
organizations, but they all refused her 
proffered assistance. Undaunted still, 
Miss Pyle resolved to work independ- 
ently, although the very suggestion 
brought forth a storm of opposition 
from her friends. She had learned 
something of settlement work in New 
York and conceived the idea of con- 
ducting two or three clubs for boys 
and girls. In the face of all protests 
and without one word of encourage- 
ment she hired a single room in the 
down town section and began her work 
with a club of seven girls in the fall of 
190%; 

The first boys’ club soon followed, 
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despite the warning of the neighbors 
that she had better let the boys alone 
because the year previous two young 
men who had tried to do club work 
among them had been pelted with 
rotten eggs and missiles. 


THE SETTLEMENT HOME. 


At the first meeting twenty-two 
little dirty, ragged urchins came 
crowding in, tumbling over chairs, 
benches and each other. 

During the election of officers they 
tried to stuff the ballot box, but this 
had been anticipated and was 
thwarted. Some had predicted, 
“taint goin’ to ’mount to nuthin’,” 
but soon the club became so popular 
that one boy thrashed another until 
he was willing to yield his place in the 
club to him. 

From the very beginning the work 
has been divinely blessed and guided 
until to-day there are between three 
and four hundred people of the neigh- 
borhood sharing the life of the Settle- 
ment, there are twenty-seven different 
departments of work conducted weekly 
aside from the daily kindergarten, and 
fifty non-resident workers codperating 
with Miss Pyle and her Northfield as- 
sistant. 

After the first eighteen months the 
work had gained friends in Wilming- 
ton who were willing to share their 
time and money to give to their less 
fortunate brothers and sisters those 
things which tend to the making of 
more useful men and women. 
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At this juncture the work was or- 
ganized under a charter and a small — 
house was rented for a Settlement 
home. The house, shown in the accom- 
panying cut, is a broken-down little 
place with but six rooms and a shed 
kitchen, although 135 children have _ 
been crowded into the largest room - 
which comfortably seats 40. There are 
no modern conveniences and the vis- 
itor wonders, not without cause, how 
it is possible to live comfortably in — 
such a house. When it was first oc- _ 
cupied every room had a generous 
leak in it, the location of which was | 
evident in a heavy storm. 

With the help of the neighbors, 
patches were supplied here and there 
until it is now quite weatherproof. The 
interior was soon transformed into a 
cosy home and is,now dear to many 
hearts. Not long ago one of the 
mothers was heard to remark, “Yes, 
the outside looks pretty bad, but oh, 
how little people know the joy and 
happiness that’s inside that blessed 
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place and how different it makes life 
for so many of us.” 

It is the plan of some social settle- 
ments to suppress all religious teach- 
ing, believing that only in this way 
can the masses be reached. The work 
of the People’s Settlement, however, 
has been from the outset a distinctly 
Christian work. The clubs and classes, 
aside from their own merits and use- 
fulness, prove a means to an end. 
Through daily contact and fellowship 
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in the Settlement home, the workers 
gain an entrance into the hearts and 
homes of the people, where most ef- 
fective Christian work is done. Aside 
from the personal work there are Bi- 
ble classes for young men and women 
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and a Sunday vesper service for chil- 
dren with an attendance of from 80 to 
100. 

Among the weekly activities not 
previously mentioned are cooking, 
sewing and manual training classes, 
lectures, library, children’s picture li- 
brary, story hour, play hour, Anti- 
Cigarette League, Boys’ Brigade, 
Women’s Improvement Club, Penny- 
a-day Society, and numerous clubs for 
small boys and girls. 

There are evening clubs for work- 
ing boys and girls, and the house is 
open every evening to these young 
people. Here they become their nat- 
ural, free and careless selves, forget- 
ting in a game of blindfold the day’s 
trials and the foreman’s uncertain 
temper. Fortunately the young are so 
light of heart that it takes more than 
grim factory walls to crush out their 
gayety. Some of the most effective 
work of the Settlement is accomplished 
through this personal touch of the resi- 
dent workers with these young lives. 
Again and again comes the testimony 
from them: “I should have gone to 
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the bad if it hadn’t been for this 
place.” 

The Women’s Improvement Club 
proves a strong factor for good in the 
homes. Often they are read to while 
sewing and carry lessons home that 
lighten the every-day burden. One 
mother was heard to say to another 
who was complaining of her lot: “You 
jes’ try bein’ uphearted now like Mrs. 
Wiggs. Why, she fairly made rain- 
bows around her when it was stormin’ 
pitchforks.” 

The Boys’ Brigade is the pride of 
the Settlement boys. This one depart- 
ment has proved a strong attraction 
and has been a means of gaining and 
holding many boys who seemed in- 
corrigible. After their last public drill 
the Settlement telephone was kept busy 
with messages from all over the city 
such as the following: “Missus, how 
much it cost to join that yere army 
down at the People’s Settlement?” 

The neighbors feel sadly the 
cramped condition and need of a more 
commodious home. Their interest has 
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led to action in forming a Penny-a- 
Day Society, soliciting friends for a 
penny a day to add to the building 
fund. The neighborhood has been go- 
ing through the process of numerous 
money exchanges, the articles being 
anything from sweeping caps to sauer- 
kraut. A building lot has been given 
and two thousand dollars as a nucleus. 
It is earnestly hoped that the new Set- 
tlement home may be realized in the 
near future. 
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The summer outings are quite an 
important part of the work and the 
history of the Settlement Camp is a 
unique one. Miss Pyle felt the im- 
perative need of a summer camp where 
the mothers and children might have 
a week’s outing. The question of ex- 
pense, however, was paramount and 
the undertaking seemed almost impos- 
sible, when along came a soap propo- 
sition which offered a liberal cash re- 
muneration for selling the required 
amount of soap. The difficulty was 
solved. The proclamation went forth 
that every one in the Settlement selling 
a certain amount of soap might earn 
thereby a week’s outing in camp. So 
successful was the soap business that 
after all expenses for the summer had 
been paid, enough remained to buy a 
piano for the Settlement. : 

The days spent in camp were red 
letter days for all. The experience of 
the week, the wanderings in the woods 
and along the shore made an impres- 
sion in the memories of the children 
and mothers that will refresh and 
cheer them always by its beauty and 
wholesomeness. 
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This chronicle would be incomplete 
should it speak only of the success— 
for failures and discouragements there 
certainly are. It is only a strong 
Christian faith, coupled with a com- 
passionate love for souls, that is able 
to surmount these obstacles. 


One disheartening thing the Settle- 


ment has to contend with daily is the 
lack of workers. This condition would 
not exist if the Christian Church were 


alive to its privilege and responsibility. _ 


There have been many friends who 


have given, and given freely, for the _ 


financial support of the work, and yet 
the need is great for more funds to 
carry on the present work and to help 
toward the erection of a new building. 

The spirit of the leader is evident 
in every activity. Miss Pyle’s own 
words in regard to the work are char- 
acteristic: “With the conviction that 
we are under His leadership, we can 
work on in faith and hope and joy 
in spite of all temporary setbacks and 
failures, leaving results to Him and 
believing that He can fit into His great 
plan our fragments of service if only 
honestly and conscientiously _ per- 
formed.” 


ENGLISH NOTES. 
By Our London Correspondent. 


I should not be surprised if the matter 
which is uppermost at the moment inthe 
minds of all those Christians in Britain who 
are in deepest earnest about bringing in on 
earth the kingdom of heaven, were not one 
in which American Christians no less than 
British must surely be intensely interested 
—I mean the Hague Peace Conference. 
How, indeed, could it fail to be, if not up- 
permost, at least very near the top? It is 
not simply that such an event as the gath- 
ering together of representatives of prac- 
tically all the governments on earth for the 
express purpose of promoting international 
peace, is an event which has never hap- 
pened before in the course of human his- 
tory; it is more. It is that the whole busi- 
ness is obviously such a splendid testimony 
to the growth of the spirit of the gospel of 
Christ. We on this side are especially 


grateful for the assurances brought us by 
Mr. W. T. Stead, on his recent return from 
the other side of the Atlantic, that America 
will work perfectly straight and in thorough 
accord with England at the Conference at 
The Hague. During his stay in the United 
States he had the most positive and grati- 
fying testimony to that effect from both 
President Roosevelt and Mr. Root. We all 
feel that this is precisely as it should be. 
The results of such codperation in so splen- 
did a work between the’ two foremost 
Christian nations of the globe must be of 
the highest value in discouraging war and 
in promoting peace. 
* * * * * 

A somewhat notable victory on behalf of 
the purity of public morals has just been se- 
cured in London. It takes the form of a 
pronouncement of the London County 


ane 
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Council, or rather of a majority of the 
members of that body—66 to 45—against 


_ what is known as “living statuary” exhibi- 


tions. This objectionable form of entertain- 
ment, the nature of which is sufficiently in- 
dicated in its name, has of late become a 
somewhat prominent feature in the pro- 
grammes of the music halls of the great 
towns and cities of the land. The plea of 
“art” which has been employed to defend 
these exhibitions by those who promote or 
favor them, has broken down before the 
testimony of a competent authority who 
said, before the London County Council, 
that, “as one who had drawn from the nude 
for three years, he could not describe these 
performances as either artistic or elevating.” 
The majority vote, by which the Council 
decided that they were undesirable, is the 
more notable in that the Theaters Commit- 
tee of the Council had previously agreed 
to a recommendation not to interfere with 
them, on the ground that there was noth- 
ing harmful in them so long as they were 
confined to classical subjects. Happily, in 
spite of this recommendation, the cause of 
righteousness gained the day, and the de- 
cision of the Council that the exhibitions 
are “undesirable,” means of course that 
‘they must be discontinued, if the proprietors 
of the music halls in question want the 
Council to renew their licenses at the next 


licensing sessions. 
* * * * * 


Let me turn, in this next note, to a very 
different sort of exhibition from that spoken 
of in the preceding one. The London Jews 
Society, which aims at winning the Jews of 
the metropolis for Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Messiah of God, has skillfully organized 
and is now successfully holding, on behalf 


- of the society’s funds, an exhibition, under 


the above name, in the great Agricultural 
Hall, which was the scene of some of the 
largest of the meetings addressed by Mr. 
D. L. Moody, in his London mission of 
1875. The exhibition is replete with interest 
for all Bible students, as most vividly illus- 
trating the land and the unchanging life 
and customs of the land from which the 
Bible came. Here you may see the largest 
contour map of Palestine ever exhibited in 
Europe. There is a full-sized and exact 
model of the tabernacle. Here a Bedouin 
encampment. There a Nazareth carpenter’s 
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shop, a narrow Jerusalem street, a luxurious 
house such as Dives lived in, a home like 
that of Mary and Martha at Bethany. You 
may see the potter at his wheel, the tailor 
busy at his long garment of blue cloth, two 
women grinding at their mill, a Jewish 
maiden at the well-side, a ploughman 
ploughing with his yoke of oxen. A Jewish 
marriage ceremony is also enacted with 
vivid realism. The exhibition is being most 
extensively patronized, and not least by chil- 
dren and young people, who find great ex- 
hilaration in riding on a.real camel from the 
desert or a real donkey from Jerusalem. 


K * * * *x 


I was favored with a personal invitation 
to take a seat on the platform the other 
evening, when, at Christ Church, West- 
minster, a great gathering was held, chiefly 
of his own people, but comprising many 
friends besides, to bid farewell to the Rev. 
F. B. Meyer on his relinquishment of the 
pastorate, after a strenuous and successful 
ministry of fifteen years. Mr. Meyer made 
an interesting statement to the effect that, 
years ago, the Voice that has ever been his 
Guide, said to him that his life work would 
consist of three stages—pastoral service in 
the provinces, then pastoral service in Lon- 


’ don, and then, as the crown of all, service 


on the scale that John Wesley indicated 
when he said, in words that stand engraved 
on his memorial stone in Westminster 
Abbey, “My parish is the world.” It must 
be confessed that while Mr. Meyer has held 
the office of pastor, he has anticipated this 
wider service many a time, as all his friends 
and admirers know. Still, now he will be 
free to give himself to it with an unreserve 
which pastoral ties would scarcely permit 
before. The farewell meeting, in numbers, 
tone, and spirit, must have been to him a 
source of extreme gratification, mingled, of 
course, with the pain of parting with a de- 
voted people, not a few of whom owe to 
him, under God, their own very souls. I 
should not be surprised if the piece of work 
that he regards as of most value during 
his time at Westminster, is the creation 
and building-up of the great- men’s meeting, 
over 1,000 strong, between whom and the 
“boss” or the “guv’nor,”’ as they affection- 
ately call their president, Mr. Meyer, the 
ties are obviously deep and tender, too. 


THE MISSIONARY PROGRESS OF THE MONTH. 


China, New and Old. Many are aston- 
ished at the great political, social and 
educational changes taking place in 
China, and are amazed that an old con- 
servative people like the Chinese should 
move so rapidly. But history shows that 
when Asiatic peoples begin to move they 
move rapidly and in masses. Rev. 
George Owen of the London Missionary 
Society remarks, “A breath passes over 
the land, there is a stirring among the 
dry bones, then a great forward move- 
ment, and a nation in a day.” 

Among other signs of this movement, 
according to Mr. Owen, are these: Com- 
pulsory education is to be tried in the 
province under Viceroy Yuan Shih-Kai, 
and, if successful, is to be extended to 
the whole Empire. This is an educa- 
tional revolution. Hitherto, only about 
ten per cent of the boys have ever 
learned to read even the simplest books, 
and not one girl in a thousand has 
learned even so much. What a mighty 
power in the world an educated China 
will be! 

Another notable sign of progress is 
the issue in Peking and other places of 
newspapers in the Mandarin colloquial; 
and the Honan Official Gazette is hence- 
forth to appear in the colloquial for “the 
benefit of the common people.’ This 
will have far-reaching consequences. 
During China’s long past, education has 
been confined to the few, and the key of 
knowledge has been hidden from the 
multitude in an abstruse, artificial style 
of writing. Now that the key is being 
given to the common people a new era 
has begun. 

The native press in South China is 
vigorously attacking idolatry and its at- 
tendant superstitions. It is being held up 
to ridicule, as stupid, expensive, and de- 
grading, and the people are urged. to 
make a clean sweep of the whole thing. 
In the times of the ancient Sages, they 
came in with Buddhism at a much later 
date. Such attacks by the native press 
must hasten the downfall of idolatry, and 
open the way for more spizitual worship. 


The World’s Chinese Students’ Federa- 
tion gave an entertainment in the Town 
Hall, Shanghai, recently, and under the 
guise of a love stozy, entitled “China 
Ten Years Hence,’ showed how. be- 
sotted China was roused to rid herself 
of opium, how she rescued her women 
from the misery and helplessness of foot- 
binding, how she freed herself from ab- 
solutism, and secured a _ constitutional 
government—and was happy ever after- 
wards. 

These great changes are opening up to 
the Christian Church opportunities of 
service such as she has never had before. 
Shall we not “go ....in and possess the 
land” for the Lord of Hosts? 


* * * * * 


The Shanghai Centenary Conference 
enrolled 1,100 missionaries and visitors, 
representing eighty organizations work- 
ing in China. Sessions were held daily 
for fourteen days, and every phase of 
missionary theory and practice received 
full discussion. In one hundred years of 
mission work since Robert Morrison, 
there are counted in China 178,000 com- 
municants, and about 800,000 adherents. 
The spirit of unity among the denomina- 
tions was an encouragement, and a state- 
ment was adopted as a basis of federa- 
tion, “holding the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments as the supreme 
standard of faith and practice; .... ac- 
knowledging the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Nicene Creed as substantially expressing 
the fundamental doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith’; but not insisting upon any 
creed, and leaving confessional questions 
to the judgment of the Chinese Church. 
The statement continues:— 

“In view of our knowledge of each 
other’s doctrinal symbols, history, work 
and character, we gladly recognize our- 
selves as already one body, teaching one 
way of eternal life, and calling men into 
one holy fellowship; and as one in re- 
gard to the great body of doctrine of the 
Christian faith; one in our teachings as 
to the love of God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost; in our 
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testimony as to sin and salvation, and our 
homage to the Divine and Holy Re- 
deemer of men; one in our call to the 
purity of the Christian life, and in our 
witness to the splendors of the Christian 
hope. 

“We frankly recognize that we differ 
as to methods of administration and 
church government; that some among us 
differ from others as to the administra- 
tion of baptism, and that there are some 
differences as to the statement of the 
doctrine of predestination or the election 
of grace. But we unite in holding that 
these exceptions do not invalidate the as- 
sertion of our real unity in our common 
witness to the gospel of the grace of 
God.” 


* * * * * 


Presbyterian Recruits. Forty-six new 
missionaries are being sent out this sum- 
mer to the foreign mission fields of the 
Presbyterian Church. Most of these re- 
cruits, besides a number of missionaries 
returning to their fields after fu:lough, 
gathered in New York as the guests of 
the Presbyterian Foreign Board for a 
seven days’ conference with its members 
and secretaries. 

The forty-six young men and women 
now under appointment are going to 
widely separated fields. Mexico, Korea 
and. Africa each secure five recruits. 
Eleven others go to various China mis- 
sions. India, the Philippines, the United 
States of Colombia, Persia and Syria also 
receive reinforcements. 


* K * * * 


Deficits in English Missions. Three at 
least of the great English Missionary 
Societies find themselves financially 
straitened at the present time. A deficit 
of £10,000 for this year is announced by 
the L. M. S., bringing the amount of the 
accumulated deficit to over £34,000. The 
Baptist deficit for the year is nearly 
£3,000. Circulars are being issued by 
both societies urging the churches to 
wipe out the debt. It is clear, however, 
that this is only a temporary expedient 
to relieve the situation. These deficits 
are continually recurring, and it is be- 
coming less easy to remove them. As 
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to the cause of this slackened interest, a 
contemporary sums up the matter thus :— 
We are passing through a time of in- 
tellectual transition, and therefore of 
theological uncertainty and unrest. 
Many people find it hard to realize their 
own relation to the truth of the gospel, 
and are not very likely to be earnest 
about the work of preaching the gospel 
to others. The mist of vague idealism in 
which so much of our religious thinking 
just now is clothed, is not a good medium 
for the missionary appeal; and some- 
thing more than an easy philanthropy is 
needed in order to drive men to the self- 
sacrifice which missionary work entails. 


* * * * * 


The End of the Chinese Famine. Offi- 
cial information has been given by the 
Red Cross Society that the famine in 
China has been relieved to such an ex- 
tent that rio further contributions are re- 
quired. Of course this refers to the fund 
needed for preserving life. The ravages 
of the famine must be felt for many 
months to come and aid will still be 
needed in some cases which can best be 
given through regular missionary chan- 
nels. 

The American National Red Cross So- 
ciety has forwarded $320,000 for famine 
relief in the last six months. Gifts have 
been made through other channels that 
would probably increase that amount to 
a half a million dollars—a noble tribute 
to the Christian sympathy of America. 

An incidental benefit has resulted from 
America’s gift to the Chinese famine 
sufferers. China has received the aid 
most gratefully and graciously and this 
has led to an evident eradication of a 
spirit of antagonism to America that 
manifested itself in the boycotting of 
American imports. In the face of our 
people’s ready response to China’s fear- 
fl scourge, this animosity has vanished, 
and love has shown itself victor again. 


* * * * * 


A Morrison Memorial for Canton. It 
is proposed to erect in Canton, the 
largest non-Christian city in the world, 
a Y. M: ©. A. building to cost at least 
$100,000 gold, in memory of Robert Mor- 
rison. It is specially fitting that the 
name of Morrison be associated with the 
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Y. M. C. A. Morrison was a young man, 
only twenty-five, when he landed in 
China. He stood for all that was good 
in Western civilization and his life in 
the midst of China’s millions is an illus- 
tration of what China’s young men may 
become. 


*K * * * * 


The Concessions in Turkey. Later de- 
tails from Constantinople show the im- 
portance of the rights asserted and the 
privileges presumably gained-by Ameri- 
can schools and mission stations through 
the imperial irade. The title to property, 
held hitherto for the most part by trus- 
tees, is now to be put in the name of the 
mission, thus avoiding the difficulties 
and perils of individual ownership. As 
there is no such thing as corporate 
ownership except by special ivade of the 
Sultan, this also changes the record of 
title from the local to the imperial au- 
thorities. The measure of the privileges 
now granted is the grant made to the 
French in the Mitylene settlement of 
1901. The list of American institutions 
filed with the government is promised 
full official recognition and an indisputa- 
ble legal status. The action affects also 
the Syrian Protestant College at Beirut. 


%* * K * * 


Education of Chinese Women. Three 
scholarships for Chinese girls have been 
offered at Wellesley College, and the 
Empress of China will select the girls. 
The Chinese government is now estab- 
lishing schools for girls, but they are far 
from satisfactory in character. There 
ave in Tientsin five girls’ schools under 
government supervision with about two 
hundred and fifty women and girls in at- 
tendance. So great is the need of wo- 
men teachers that the viceroy of one of 
the provinces is about to open a woman’s 
normal school. 


* * * * * 


The First Japanese Methodist Bishop. 
A cablegram announces that the General 
Conference of the Methodist Church in 
Japan has elected Rev. Yoitsu Honda, 
D. D., president of Aoyama Gakuin, 
Tokyo (Methodist Episcopal Church), 
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bishop of the new Methodist Church of 


Japan, constituted by the union of the 


Methodist Church of Canada, the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, South, and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Bishop Honda was born at Hirosaki, 
Japan, December 15, 1848, and is there- 
fore in his fifty-ninth year. His family 
was of the samurai class, and his father 
was one of the highest in rank under the 
old daimyo of that section. He was 
twenty-one before he obtained his first 
sight of the Bible, and soon thereafter, 
in 1870, began to study English at Yoko- 
hama under the direction of mission- 
aries of the Dutch Reformed Church. 
In 1872 he was baptized and became a 
charter member of the first Protestant 
Church ever organized in Japan, which 
took place in the spring of 1872. 

In 1888 he was sent to America to 
study American politics and American 
institutions. It was while on this mis- 
sion that he decided to devote his life 
to the work of the Christian ministry. 
This decision was reached as follows: 
He stood in the middle of the long rail- 
way bridge over the Susquehanna River 
at Pittston, Pa., so absorbed in thought 
that he was oblivious of the approach of 
an express train until retreat was im- 
possible. He flung himself on one side 
of the track and clung to the bridge tim- 
bers, until the train had swept by leaving 
him unharmed. He was debating in his 
mind whetaer he should devote himself 
to politics in his native land or give him- 
self to the Christian ministry. He re- 
garded his escape while standing on the 


bridge at Pittston as an indication that 


God had called him to the ministry, and 
he decided to enter Drew Theological 
Seminary. 

Bishop Honda is one of the ablest men 
in Japan. He is respected by the states- 
men of the empire and is often consulted 
by them. His election as the first bishop 
of the Methodist Church of Japan (to be 
known by the name, “Nippon Methodist 
Kyowai”) will command the respect of 
the Japanese people and will make him 
in larger degree than ever before one of 
the most influential religious leaders of 
the empire. 


RELIGIOUS THOUGHT AND ACTIVITY. 


The American International College, 
at Springfield, Mass.,—formerly the 
French-American college,—is, according 
to its announcement for 1906-07, in a 
most prosperous condition. The institu- 
tion is the only one of its kind in the 
United States, being expressly estab- 
lished, adapted and conducted to meet, 
in respect to higher Christian education, 
the peculiar needs of youth of foreign 
parentage, coming daily to this country 
from Southern and Eastern Europe, 
whose evangelization and education in 
the principles of a Christian civilization 
is such a grave problem. The college is 
raising up an enlightened Christian lead- 
ership among French, Spanish, Italians, 
Greeks, Armenians, Bulgarians, and 
Syrians. This is evidenced by the fact 
that of the former students forty are in 
the professions. The college is co-edu- 
cational, with an average attendance of 
103. Its present needs are: A dormitory 
for young men, an administration build- 
ing, scientific equipment, 100 sixty-dollar 
scholarships for young men, 25 seventy- 
five dollar scholarships for young wo- 
men, 100 dollar shares in salary fund. 


The World’s Sunday School Conven- 
tion at Rome was the greatest gathering 
of its kind ever known. There were pres- 
ent about 1,500 delegates, representing 
thirty-seven different lands, nearly all 
evangelical creeds, and 26,000,000 Sunday- 
school adherents. The convention was 
held in the beautiful hall of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church building. The 
president was Mr. E. K. Warren of 
Michigan. The convention sermon was 
preached by Dr. G. Campbell Morgan of 
London, and the whole five days of meet- 
ing were crowded with addresses by 
famous Christian leaders; reports of Sun- 
day-school progress in all lands; con- 
ferences in Italian and German and Eng- 


‘lish, and committee meetings of impor- 


tance. 

The most unique of all the meetings 
was that in the ruins of the famous 
Colosseum. Near the close of the con- 


vention there occurred the most epoch- 
making event since the inauguration of 
the international system of Sunday- 
school lessons a generation ago. There 
was formed the World’s Sunday School 
Association to rapidly develop and pro- 
mote Sunday-school work throughout the 
entire world. The lot fell to England to 
have the first president of the World 
Association in Rey. F. B: Meyer of Lon- 
don; but to America was given the chair- 
manship of the executive committee, Dr. 
George W. Bailey of Philadelphia. 


Delegates to the fifth International 
Sabbath School Convention are planning 
A World-wide Trip in the interests of 
Sunday schools. They are discussing a 
project to charter a steamship in Decem- 
ber, 1908, and leave New York with five 
hundred of their prominent workers on 
board for the Mediterranean. There they 
will pick up delegates from the countries 
of Europe. From the Mediterranean the 
party will visit Egypt and then travel 
through the Suez Canal to India, China, 
etc., making a complete tour of the world 
for the purpose of developing and fur- 
thering the Sabbath-school movement. 
No decision was reached regarding the 
place for the next convention, but it was 
regarded as likely that it would be in 
Tokyo in 1910. 


Mr. John H. Converse has presented 
to the trustees of Princeton Seminary a 
Residence Property in Philadelphia to be 
used as headquarters from which the stu- 
dents on Sunday may work out into the 
city in evangelistic labors. In eminently 
proper Princeton the seminary students 
never have the requisite clinical oppor- 
tunities of seeing the sin they are ex- 
pected to diagnose and cure, but in Phila- 
delphia the disease is sufficiently epi- 
demic to give any student real training 
in his chief life business. The weekly 
pilgrimage to Philadelphia will be a big 
element, if not in theological education, 
at least in ministerial education at 
Princeton. 
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An encouraging sign of the times in 
England is A Movement for a Stricter 
Sabbath, which has the support of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, and 
the Rev. John S. Lidgett, representing 
the Nonconformist churches. A joint 
message to the nation has been issued, 
calling for a saner and more spiritual use 
of the Lord’s day. It is noteworthy 
that ecclesiastics so different in tempera- 
ment and view are uniting in this cause, 
and the fact that this protest has been 
made should encourage all lovers of the 
Sabbath and of God’s law in America. 


* K * * * 


A new society that goes by the name 
of “The Student Recruits for the Chris- 
tian Ministry” has recently been formed 
in California. The time seems to» have 
come to present the claims of the minis- 
try upon young men in a business-like 
way. This California organization, fos- 
tered by Y. M. C. A. interests, will be 
watched with considerable curiosity. 


* * * * * 


Some Statistics of the Episcopal 
Church prepared by the Seabury Society 
of New York, an organization of Episco- 
pal laymen, have just been made public 
and are the topic of interested discussion 
among leaders of all religious bodies. In 
most particulars the Episcopal figures 
show a steady advance during the last 
decade, but in Sunday-school member- 
ship there is shown a small decrease, al- 
though the denomination has grown in 
membership almost thirty per cent. It is 
worthy of note that in the Presbyterian 
churches the growth in the Sunday 
schools has kept pace with the growth of 
church membership, although the latter, 
about eighteen per cent in ten years, has 
not been so rapid as is the Episcopal 
Church. 


* * * * * 
The year 1909 is to be celebrated as 


The Quadricentennial of Calvin’s Birth. 
Geneva has led the way in an interna- 
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tional undertaking to commemorate the 
world-wide work of her greatest citizen. 
Our country is joining hands for this 
with Switzerland, and France, Germany, 
Great Britain, and Holland are also co- 
operating. A stately edifice, to cost not 
less than $200,000, is planned by the 
Genevan Monument Association, toward 
which $25,000 has already been pledged 
in that city, men of all varieties of opin- 
ion contributing. The memorial building 
will enshrine the fame not of Calvin only, 
but also of leaders and founders in other 
lands. At a recent meeting at Union 
Theological Seminary, in New York, a 
committee of seven was appointed to 
promote American codperation. The 
universities and colleges of the North- - 
eastern States were strongly represented 
at the meeting, where men theologically 
as divergent as President Patton and 
President Eliot were of one mind as to 
the worthiness of the undertaking, and ~- 
the meritorious work of Calvin both for 
religion and democracy. 


re * * * * 


The International Christian Endeavor 
Convention was held at Seattle during 
July, holding simultaneous sessions in 
two adjacent auditoriums. The character 
of the programme was intensely prac- 
tical; the thought of training for service 
predominated, and methods of work in 
local societies and city unions received 
the largest attention. 

Among the speakers of note were 
Vice President Fairbanks, the Hon. 
Oliver W. Stewart of Chicago, Dr. Ira 
Landrith, Rev. Charles Stelzle, Rev. 
S. M. Zwemer of Arabia, and Rev. Ed: 
ward Marsden of Alaska. 


* * * * * 


The eleventh annual meeting of the 
Hampton Negro Conference was held 
July 30, 31 at Hampton Institute, fol- 
lowed by the fourth annual session of the 
National Association of Negro Teachers. 
Questions relating to agriculture, and 
the general health and morals of the race, 
were discussed. 


THE CHURCH ECONOMIST. 


SE NEW ITALIAN CHURCH.IN NEW YORK CITY, 


The Methodist Episcopal Church, through 
the medium of its Church Extension and 
Missionary Society, is doing valuable and 
aggressive work for the Italian population 
of New York. This work was begun in 
1888 and since that time has been carried 
forward with varying success. 

The twofold difficulty of the supply of 
proper leaders and of the indifference of 
the American churches has been a hindrance 
to rapid development. The purpose of the 
society, however, has not been shaken, and 
it now is found that the conscience of the 
church is in no inconsiderable degree awak- 
ened to the importance of the undertaking. 
There are at this time well-established 
preaching places at four different points in 
the city, and four pastors or evangelists are 
employed. 

In November, 1906, the contracts were 
signed for a church and parish house in 
East 114th Street. The work in this dis- 
trict was undertaken a dozen years ago in 
a colony of Italians which has increased 
with the years until their number is esti- 
mated at from 35,000 to 50,000. The colony 
is in Manhattan above 100th Street and 
east of Second Avenue. By gradual process 
a good many Italians have been interested 
in the work, as well as representative and 
important Americans. Two or three years 
ago a plot was selected in a most strategic 
position on the North side of 114th Street 
facing Thomas Jefferson Park. Mr. John S. 
Huyler, president of the society, gave the lots, 
which cost $26,000. Mr. S. W. Bowen, gave 
$25,000 toward the building, and by bequest 
from a lady who had been much interested 
in the work there was received $25,000 
more. The total amount of church and land 
has been something over $110,000. The 
building is undoubtedly the first important 
structure erected for Protestant work among 
the Italians in this country. Smaller churches 
have been built and American properties 
have been turned over for Italian uses, but 


in no instance has a large and substantial 
property like this been created specifically 
for an Italian church. 

The architects, Messrs. Cady & See, thus 
describe the building itself :— 


A simple, dignified style of architecture, 
Italian in feeling, has been chosen. Broad, 
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THE NEW ITALIAN METHODIST CHURCH, 
543 EAST 114TH STREET. 


simple pilasters extend from first story to 
roof, dividing the front into three sections, 
the center somewhat broader than the two 
sides, and the facade terminating at the 
top with a gable in the center, with a cross 
as a finial, thus giving to the entire composi- 
tion an ecclesiastical appearance in harmony 
with the purpose of the building. The ma- 
terial will be light brick with sufficient but 
simple trimming of stone and terra cotta. 
The basement in every part is fully 
utilized; a large room for meetings in front, 
a gymnasium, locker rooms, baths and toilet 
rooms in rear, besides heating apparatus 
and coal vault; a fireproof passageway with 
fireproof doors, etc., extending from front 
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basement entrance to a stairway in the ex- 
treme rear of the building, the stairway 
giving direct access to the roof garden over 
auditorium, without the necessity of passing 
through the various departments of the 
building; this passageway will also serve 
as an emergency exit from the auditorium, 
should it be necessary. 

This first story has the main auditorium 


PASTUR AND ASSOCIATE WORKERS OF THE 
ITALIAN METHODIST CHURCH. 


in rear and a large room in front that may 
be used, if required, for weddings or 
funerals. 

The auditorium is reached by a broad 
passageway, having fireproof partitions and 
floor, direct from street. The main stair- 
way leads from this hall to the top of the 
‘building, the stairs, partitions and doors in 
them being fireproof. Space for an elec- 
tric elevator has also been provided, con- 
veniently planned to carry passengers to the 
rooms in the upper part of the building. 

The second floor will contain the main 
Sunday-school rooms; this and the gallery 
in the auditorium are arranged to be thrown 
together if desired. 

The third floor is arranged for social 
rooms that may be sub-divided into smaller 
rooms or thrown into one large one if de- 
sired. A kitchen and other conveniences 
are provided also in connection with them. 
The rear of this story over the auditorium 
becomes the roof garden, or, a place where 
open-air meetings may be held in hot 
weather, if desired. 

The fourth story is arranged for the 
pastor’s family, the windows in the rooms 
on the north side getting abundance of light 
and air overlooking roof garden, the front 
rooms overlooking street. The pastor is 
provided with every convenience—private 
hall, parlor, library, bedrooms, dining room, 
kitchen, servant’s room, besides bath and 
toilet rooms, and dumb waiter from top to 
bottom of the building. 

The fifth floor will be floored over and 
left unfinished for the present, but can be 
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arranged to give accommodations for set- 
tlement workers. 


‘Mr. Frank Mason North, secretary of the 
society, writes as follows :— 


The impression on the community and 
the Italians, both in America and in Italy 
has been very marked. You will desire to 
know about the work. We find that the 
effort to do something worth while excites 
the antagonism of the leaders of the Catho- 
lic Church which has a strong center near 
us. This is an opposition against which we 
must make head, but cannot expect to do it 
with great rapidity. We have respectful 
and often earnest congregations at our pub- 
lic worship on Sunday evenings, and a 
good attendance for the Sunday mornings 
and week night services. It is difficult to 
get good workers for the Sunday-school 
and group work, but with our equipment 
we are building up little by little what we 


hope will be a strong church, both institu- - 


tional and evangelistic. We learn that the 
ideals of the American Church must be en- 
larged and the devotion of our people in- 
creased, if the volunteers necessary for such 
work and adapted to it are secured. The 
people give for the support of the work, 
but for the most part they are very poor. 
Their income is irregular and the church 
can be maintained only by large subsidies 
which are provided from our church’s gen- 
eral missionary fund and those of the local 
society which directs the enterprise. 

The corner stone of the new church was 
laid on April 6, by Bishop Edward G. An- 
drews, in the presence of a throng of 
Italians and Americans, and it is expected 
that the building with all its varied ap- 
pliances for work and worship will be ready 
for occupancy in the autumn of the present 
year. There will be needed $50,000 more 
to complete the edifice. 

In a profound sense the people of New 
York are responsible for the policy of 
American Protestants toward the Italians. 
Here is their largest American community. 
Here in vast multitudes they receive their 
first impressions of our institutions, of our 
politics, our schools, our social life, our 
business ethics, our religious methods, aims, 
spirit. They are a permanent, not a tran- 
sient element in our population. Let the 
Church of Christ in New York adequately 
present the gospel with all its implications 
for individual and social life, to this strong 
advance guard of a mighty army inevitably 
to follow, and the cities of our land will 
follow the type with untold results for our 
civilization and our faith. 
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AN INTERESTING BIBLE STUDY COURSE. 
Howard Hunter Williams. 


The Young People’s Association of the 
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church of 
Plainfield, N. J., has recently completed a 
study of the prophecies of Isaiah upon the 
Servant of Jehovah, using for the purpose a 
syllabus based upon the exposition of those 
passages contained in the second volume of 
Prof. George Adam Smith’s work on the 
“Book of Isaiah.” 

In classes of such a character it cannot 
be expected that those in attendance will 
provide themselves with a book of that 
quality, and the aim is to use it as the 
groundwork for an instructive talk, rather 
-than as a text-book. At the same time it 
- is eminently desirable to furnish the class 
with something as a guide to the Bible pas- 
sages to be studied. Accordingly the sylla- 
bus that follows was prepared; in its pres- 
ent form containing references to Pro- 
fessor Smith’s book for the convenience of 
class leaders who may be interested. The 
Bible references are indicated by the ab- 
breviation Js.; and the exposition by the 
letters Sm., all the passages being found in 
Dr. Smith’s second volume, as has been said. 


SYLLABUS. 
Introductory: 


1. The authorship and date of the 
prophecy. 
Sm. pp. 1-25; Stanley’s History of 
Jewish Church, Vol. IL, pp. 493, 
499. 
2. Condition of Israel when prophecies 
were delivered. 
Stanley's History of the Jewish 
Church, Vol. IL. p. 493, and fly. 


Chapter 1. One God; One People. 
Is. xli. 8-20; xlii., xliii, 
1. Israel’s election to service. 
Is. xliii. 10; Sm. 236, 237. 
2. The reason for the choice of Israel. 
Sm, 238. 
3. The singularity of Israel’s history. 
Is. xliii. 1, 7, 21; Sm. 240-245. 
4. Israel’s preparation through: 
a. Redemption. 
lie, activi, iL, 3, 7h bs bor, 7/5 ‘Sire, 
245, 246. 
b. Revelation. 
Is. xlii. 18-22; Sm. 246-249. 
5. Christ’s confirmation of the choice. 
Matt. x. 5, 6; Sm. 249, 250. 
a. Its practical wisdom. 
Is. xxviii. 29; Sm. 251. 


Chapter 2. The Servant of Jehovah. 


1. One sovereign God. 
: lisexdjesclieeSmieZo2: 
2. His purpose identified with a servant. 
liseli Simi 253) 
a. Character, personification, or per- 
son? : 
Sin 25459255) 
3. The nation as the servant. 
Is. xli. 8; xliv. 1, etce., 21; xlviii. 20. 
4, The conscious and effective Israel the 
servant. : 
Ie, sel, Mey, ss srdttl, $3. Ie shh. 
3-05 omy 257-2672 
5. The Servant a personification of the 
true Israel. 
lis, saline, il, 
6. The Servant finally a Person incar- 
nate in Christ. 
Is. lit. 13—liii.; Sm. 267-276. 
7. The martyrdom of the Servant an ex- 
piation of the sins of the people. 
lig, hin, 8; @, 8 Sea, 277, 
Chapter 3. The Servant in the New Testa- 
ment. 


Sm. 278-289. 


1, In the gospels, the Messiah, a Person. 
Matt. viii. 17; xii. 18-21; xxvi. 38, 67; 
xxvii. 38, 57-60; Mark i. 10; x. 45; 
Luke xvili. 31-33; xxii. 27; xxiii. 
18; John i. 11; xiii. 14. 
2. In the epistles, again the personifica- 
tion of God’s true people. 
INGIS sb, IK, AOS ie “7200S sare oes 
IP Reter ipl OLMiinecZ a Committ 
ING, sa ADEs 4 Cor ye Ale Acs 
deibtl, GY/S IRGreat, spiel, seh subo 2 Ibiaee 
ii, 24. 
Chapter 4. The Service of God and Man. 
Is. xlii. 1-7; Sm. 290, 291. 
a. The terms of the service. 
svexlitn 2.93504 
1. The conscience of service. 


Sm. 292. 
b. The service of man a service for 
God. 


Is. xlii. 1; Sm. 293-298. 
2. The substance of service. 
c. True judgment for the earth. 
Is. xlii. 1, 4; Sm. 298-302. 
3. The temper of the service. 
d. Quiet and strong. 
iseesckiieeze 
e. Gentle. 
Is. xlii. 3; Sm. 302-309. 
4. The power behind service, the creative 
power of God. 
Is. xlii. 5, 6; Sm. 310. 


Chapter 5. Prophet and Martyr. 


Sm. Sll=335: 
1. The Servant glorifies God. 
JIG. bid tive. Go) 


660 


2. The Servant as Prophet. 
Ts. xlix. 2; 1. 4, 5 


Qualifications : 
4, Wife: Is) xlox 1, 59) Sim 325-327, 
b. Speech. Is. xlix. 2. 


c. Listening. Is. i. 4, 5. 
3. The Servant as Martyr. 
Is. 1. 5-11; Sm: 328-336. 
Chapter 6. The Suffering Servant. 
Is. lit, 13—liii.; Sm. 336-374. 
1. The suffering of the Servant issues in 
His glory. 
Is. lii, 13-15; Sm. 345-348. 
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2. The answer of repentant conscience. 
Is. liii. 1-3; Sm. 348-351. 
Israel’s sin the cause of the suffering 
of the Servant. 
Is. liii. 4-6; Sm. 351-359. 
4. The Servant sinless but silent. 
Is, liii. 7-9; Sm. 359-362. 
5. The suffering an atonement. 
Is. liii. 10-12; Sm. 362-366. 
Christ the incarnation of the Servant of 
the prophecy. 
Matt. xx. 28; John xii. 37-41; Sm. 366- 
374. 


QUESTIONS ANSWERED: 


FurRTHER INFORMATION REGARDING A MINISs- 
TER’S LIBRARY. 


In the July Recorp there was published a 
letter asking for advice as to the important 
question of books desirable for a young 
minister’s library, with a few answers to 
the question. The following suggestions 
should be added, representing the more lib- 
eral theological literature. The books and 
courses here outlined are included in a 
course followed by the Professional Reading 
Guild for ministers, conducted by the Ameri- 
can Institute of Sacred Literature, of the 
University of Chicago. In a letter accom- 
panying the lists Miss G. L. Chamberlain, 
the secretary of the institute, writes :— 


The institute makes a special feature of 
its reading courses for ministers. We try 
to present the best material on all phases 
of a subject. The courses are constantly 
revised, and the ministers who are working 
with us receive special reviews of these 
books, containing topics for discussion and 
various helpful suggestions in addition to 
the review. We have fifteen of these 
courses, and they contain the books which 
a minister should have in his library for 
practical work. 

Since they are arranged in courses it is 
very easy for him to add them a few at a 
time when he is especially interested in a 
particular subject. 

It seems to me that it is much better to 
work on this plan than to select any one 
hundred books, which is an arbitrary sort 
of principle to work upon. 

Of course, every minister should have the 
Hastings’ Bible Dictionary, which provides 
a substitute for many books. 

As to the books to be read the first year 
out of the seminary, the answer would de- 
pend altogether on the year in which the 


young man graduated, and the books of 
prominence in the field at that time, also 
upon what books he read in the seminary. 
Every minister should keep up to date, and 
the books which he should read the first, 
second and third year out of the seminary 
could never be arbitrarily suggested. 

If by the books which a man should buy 
and read during the year 1907 is meant the 
new books which he should buy and read, 
the following list perhaps includes some of 
the best product of the last two or three 
years. If the gentleman, however, will put 
himself in touch with the institute, we shall 
be very glad to keep him posted continu- 
ously. 


Vernon: The Religious Value of the Old 
Testament. 
McFadyen: Old Testament Criticism 


and the Christian Church. 


Batten: The Hebrew Prophet. 

Clarke: The Use of the Scriptures in 
Theology. 

Clarke: Outlines of Theology. 

King: Theology and the Social Con- 


sciousness. 
William Adams Brown: 
ology in Outline. 


Christian The- 


Julicher: Introduction to the New 
Testament. 

Mathews: Messianic Hope in the New 
Testament. 

Peabody: Jesus Christ and the Christian 
Character. 

Peabody: Jesus Christ and the Social 
Question. 

Hoyt: The Work of Preaching. 


The titles of some books contained in the 
institute courses may. be helpful :— 


On the Pentateuch: 


Orr: The Problem of the Old Testament. 

Carpenter and Harford: The Composi- 
tion of the Hexateuch. 

Bissell: The Pentateuch; Its Origin and 
Structure, 
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Briggs: The Higher Criticism of the 
Hexateuch. 

Green: The Higher Criticism of the 
Pentateuch. 

Driver: Genesis. 

Mitchell: The World before Abraham. 

Robertson: Early Religion of Israel. 

Harper: Priestly Element in the Old 
Testament. 


On Old Testament Prophecy: 


Batten: The Old Testament Prophet. 

Kirkpatrick: The Doctrine of the 
Prophets. 

Cornill: The Prophets of Israel. 

W. Robertson Smith: The Prophets of 
Israel. 

Orelli: Old Testament Prophecy. 

George Adam Smith: The Book of the 
Twelve Prophets. 

Briggs: Messianic Prophecy. 

Riehm: Messianic Prophecy. 

Woods: The Hope of Israel. 

Beecher: The Prophets and the Promise. 

Cheyne: Jeremiah, His Life and Times. 


On the Hebrew Psalter: 


Cheyne: The Origin and Religious Con- 
tents of the Psalter. 

Perowne: The Psalms. (2 vols.) 

Kirkpatrick: The Psalms (Cambridge 
Bible). (3 vols.) 

Briggs: The Psalms. 

Davison: The Praises of Israel. 


On the Life of Christ: 


Mathews: History of New Testament 
Times in Palestine. 

Seidel: In the Times of Jesus. 

Sanday: Outlines of the Life of Christ. 

Edersheim: Life and Times of Jesus. 
(2 vols.) 

Weiss: Life of Christ. (3 vols.) 

Andrews: The Life of Our Lord. 

Holtzmann: The Life of Jesus. 

Schmidt: The Prophet of Nazareth. 

Rhees: The Life of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Stevens: The Teaching of Jesus. 

Burton and Matthews: Constructive 
Studies in the Life of Christ. 


Mr. Robert E. Speer writes as follows :— 


The trouble about any such list of books 
would be that it would have to be changed 
frequently because of the appearance of 
new books, and also because so much de- 
pends on the line along which a man wants 
especially to work. One set of books will 
mean a great deal to one man and a very 
little to another man. 


A MorrtcacE BuRNING CEREMONY. 


The inquiry of a reader for a service ap- 
propriate for a mortgage burning ceremony 
has brought the following suggestions. As 


precedent is better than precept, a few ex- 
amples of ceremonies used by certain 
churches may prove helpful. 

At the Washington Street Congregational 
Church of Beverly, Mass., the $1,000 note 
was placed on a silver tray on the pulpit 
platform. One of the deacons touched a 
candle to a corner of the paper, and as it 
burned the choir sang the doxology. The 
service closed with an address by the pastor. 

The mortgage burning at the Congrega- 
tional Church of Georgetown, Mass., was 
preceded by a banquet to the members of 


the church and parish, and the ministers and 


deacons of other churches, with their wives. 

At the service proper, the officers of the 
church were gathered in front of the altar, 
and the match in this case was applied by 
the pastor, while a solo was sung. This 
part of the service was preceded by appro- 
priate addresses. 

_On a similar occasion at the Christ 
Presbyterian Church, Bayonne, N. J., music 
alternated with addresses by representatives 
of the various organizations gf the church, 
by the pastor, and by the moderator of the 
Presbytery. The pastor then took his place 
in the pulpit with the bonds and mortgages 
in his hands and called the official board of 
the church, as well as several others who 
had labored for the success of the church. 
The mortgages, three in number, were the 
first to be burned, one by the clerk of the 
session, another by the president of the trus- 
tees, the third-by a former treasurer. The 
-tonds were burned by several interested 
workers. 

Dr. Charles Parkhurst, editor of Zion’s 
Herald, writes as follows :— 


The minister usually arranges the service 
to suit his own ideas of the fitness: of things. 
Of course, the impressive feature is the act- 
ual burning of the mortgage deed. This is 
usually made dramatic and impressive by 
burning on a plate, the minister holding 
the same and asking the man or woman 
who has given most or done most to raise 
the money to apply a match. A few weeks 
ago, in one of our churches in Boston, the 
mortgage was burned on the floor of the 
church that it might leave its mark and 
monument on the floor, to be painted out 
in the future. Usually brief addresses by 
former or present pastor, or both, and 
leading laymen, precede the act of burning. 
Sometimes a hymn written for the occasion 
is sung or a poem read. - 
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Ratstnc Money For Missions IN SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS. 


An inquiry for methods of raising money 
in the Sunday school for mission purposes 
has brought the following answers :— 

From Rev. F. P. Haggard, secretary of 
the American Baptist Missionary Union :— 


I regret to say that we have no pamphlet 
giving plans or suggestions for raising 
money for mission purposes in Sunday 
schools. We are preparing something of 
the sort, but it will be some little time be- 
fore it is ready. Rev. T. E. Egerton Shore 
of the Canadian Methodist Board is pre- 
paring something very similar, and you 
may be able to secure something definite 
from him. We have, of course, frequently 
published brief articles along this line in 
the Baptist Missionary Magazine. 1 will 
call your attention especially to November, 
1906, pages 443-444, and February, 1907, 
page 67. 


From Dr. A. F. Schauffler of the New 
York City Mission and Tract Society :— 


I know nothing published specifically 
along the line of raising money for mis- 
sionary purposes in Sunday schools. Sun- 
day-school books oftentimes have a chapter 
on this topic. My own “Ways of Work- 
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ing” devotes chapter 15 to this theme, tell- 
ing how my school has become the banner 
school among all mission schools in the 
world in the line of missionary benevo- 
lences. 


From Mr. D. L. Pierson, editor of the 
Missionary Review of the World:— 


There is a report of a conference on 
missions in the Sunday. school that may be 
had from the Young People’s Missionary 
Movement, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
There are also two good chapters on “Mis- 


sions in the Sunday School,’ and on 
“Money” in Miss Brain’s “Holding the 
Ropes.” Most boards publish leaflets on 


the subject. 


An INQurIRY. 


One of our readers writes, inquiring 
whether we can secure for him plans of a 
modern church building with a capacity for 
seating 1,100 people that can be erected for 
from twenty to twenty-five thousand dollars. 
The church edifice is for a Western town, 
and we would inquire if any of our readers 
can refer us to any church that can be 
erected at this price, having the needed 
capacity.— EpITor. 


NORTHFIELD STUDENT CONFPERENGE: 


As we go to press with the August 
number of the REcoRD OF CHRISTIAN 
Work the closing sessions are being 
held of the annual Student Conference 
at Northfield. The attendance at this 
conference has steadily grown until 
the limited facilities of the Northfield 
grounds and buildings are taxed to 
their utmost, and scores of tents are 
used by the students from the many 
colleges and universities represented. 
Again the delegation from Yale Uni- 
versity has led in size, but equally 
representative delegations have also 
been in attendance from Harvard, 
Princeton, Cornell, Columbia, and 
more than a score of other colleges. 

Of special interest has been the 
large number of Chinese and Japanese 
students, as well as representatives 
from Korea, India, and other coun- 
tries in the Far East, in attendance 
upon the conference. To these stu- 
dents, who will return in a few years 


to their respective countries, there to 
become important factors in the de- 
velopment of the new national life 
upon which they are entering, we may 
look for the solution of a large part 
of the evangelizing of the Far East. 
Their very presence at a conference 
of Christian students is in itself an 
event of great significance. 

The report of this conference, to- 
gether with that of the Young Wo- 
men’s Conference, will appear in the 
September number of the REcorpD oF 
CurRIstiAN Work. In view of the 
limited time to prepare the report it 
seemed best to defer it to this later is- 
sue. In view of the extra expense in 


Turnishing these reports in the Septem- 


ber and October issues of the REcorp 
oF CHRISTIAN Work, we shall have to 
charge 25 cents for single copies of 
these papers, although they will, of 
course, be sent to all regular sub- 
scribers without extra charge. 
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WORK AT HOME AND ABROAD. 


Receipts for June, 1907. 


China (Famine in): 


(RING! Sl VE aaane sfoeteieMeLerens siete $20 00 
MINCE 422.2 iM laevstevesctsisieloierd ticle oie s 5 00 
inCeMOneeANON  seignss wis.cleu monceews 50 
MAS Z6.. (2234) Brreca. e horoletersusisusco casts 5 00 
——$30 50 
Grenfell’s Work in Labrador (Doc- 
tor): : 
URES ZOE 22 SION. sroreie eras g Stecays eee ove $ 2 00 
Ramabai’s Work Among India’s Child 
Widows (Pandita): 
a) ere wal OS Me ZO SOs cys ayers everare ares ciermavetne $10 00 
CROs. AEE ORR OOS COE GO 10 00 
$20 00 
Record of Christian Work (Free Dis- 
tribution) : 
Mngt CaS 224 ee oa ctoteruteiiols oe.cews 6a $10 00 
LO MS see OZ8.« Aogevitalege sin si chace ofa Bialaya: a 1 00 
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JEQOZES ERIS scans Mon Once are 1 50 
$19 50 
Religious Literature -in Prisons (Free 
Distribution) : 
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WSO M ZO AZO cigs shots slvtshars syatciane 2 e's 6 5 00 
$15 00 
Personalia. 


Dr. W. J. Dawson has been compelled to can- 
cel all engagements for the present, owing to ill- 
ness and a slight operation. 


Rev. E. Griffith Jones, B. A., recently ap- 
pointed to the principalship of Yorkshire United 
College, has closed his ministry at Balham. 


Rev. P. Carnegie Simpson is to write the bi- 
ography of Principal Robert Rainy, who stipu- 
lated that this work should not be undertaken by 
any member of his family. 


Dr. C. Cuthbert Hall, president of Union Semi- 
nary, New York, has returned to America, after 
delivering his second course of Barrow lectures 
in India. In different centers he found many who 
had heard his previous discourses, and his re- 
ception generally was most cordial. 


Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, D. D., has been en- 
gaged by the Bible Teachers Training College of 
New York to give a special series of fourteen 
lectures beginning Wednesday, March 18, 1908. 
Like the special series of lectures given this year 
by Dr. James Orr, they will be open to the public. 


Rev. Robert Stuart McArthur, D. D., has com- 
pleted his thirty-seventh year as pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, New York. An interesting point 
in his career is that three hours after his gradu- 
ation at Rochester Theological Seminary, he was 
on his way to New York to enter upon his duties 
as pastor of Calvary Church. 


The degree of Doctor of Medicine has. been 
conferred upon Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell, C. W. G., 
by the University of Oxford, causa honoris, at a 
convocation on May 28, in recognition of the 
splendid work he has achieved in improving the 
social condition of Labrador fisherfolk. The honor 
bestowed upon him by his old university is all 
the more marked by reason of its being the first 
honorary M. D. degree conferred at Oxford. 


Dr. Charles R. Erdman, of Princeton University, 
preached in Westminster Chapel, London, during 
Dr. Morgan’s absence at the Sunday School Con- 
vention in Rome. A large number of people 
listened with great delight to his luminous and 
forceful expositions of the Book of Ruth and the 
Work of the Spirit. On Friday he lectured upon 
“The Character, Message, and Martyrdom of 
Stephen.” Dr. Erdman also lectured at the 
Mundesley Conference. 


Prof. Marcus Dods has been chosen by the 
United Free Church Assembly of Scotland to suc- 
ceed the late Dr. Rainy as principal of New Col- 
lege, Edinburg, one of the theological schools of 
the United Free Church. Dr. Dods’ promotion 
from the professorship of New Testament theo- 
logy is especially remarkable from the fact that 
he is seventy-three years old. For ten years after 
leaving the theological school he sought in vain 
for a pastorate, but he has ripened late, increas- 
ing his influence till his greatest advancement 
has come when he is past threescore and ten. 


Northfield Items. 


NORTHFIELD SEMINARY. 


Sunday evening, June 9, it was the privilege 
of the Seminary to listen to Sister Amy, Super- 
intendent of Nurses of the Children’s Hospital, 
Huntington Avenue, Boston, Mass. This is a 
most interesting work and told here for the first 
time created a deep impression. As many of the 
students who leave Northfield are planning to 
take up nursing as a profession, this address of 
Sister Amy’s came at a most opportune time to 
call their attention to the need of workers among 
the children, a branch of the profession not over 
crowded. It might be of interest to hear_a little 
of the work in which Sister Amy is engaged. 

Long years before the establishment of properly 
organized training schools for young women the 
work of nursing in England and abroad was done 
for the most part by deaconesses or nursing sister- 
hoods, who dedicated themselves to their Master 
for this service, and gave their lives to this 
work. 

St. Margaret’s Sisterhood in England was one 
of these sisterhoods, and in 1871, a letter came 
from America asking St. Margarets to “please 
send a sister out to Boston for a year to or- 
ganize the Children’s Hospital,’ which was 
then a small house at the South End, on Wash- 
ington street. She was sent, and at the end of 
the year the managers wrote to England to ask 
to be allowed to keep the sister, and also that 
more might be sent out to carry on the work. 
Out of this little beginning a work has sprung 
up whose chief aim is to care for, and relieve 
suffering among children, and training young 
women in the art of nursing. 

The Children’s Hospital Training School is one 
of the few schools in the country that requires a 
preliminary scientific course of four months at 
Simmons College (or its équivalent) and sec- 
ondly uses the eight-hour system (the nurses 
working, in the wards eight hours out of the 
twenty-four hours).. It is not-only a Special 
Hospital, giving the best instruction on the nurs- 
ing of sick children in general surgical, ortho- 
pedic, medical and infant nursing (including the 
preparation and giving of infant foods); and an 
out-patient department, affording scope for dis- 
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pensary work; an outdoor relief under trained 
supervision, thoroughly fitting a nurse for dis- 
trict duty, the need for which has long been felt ; 
but is affiliated with the best teaching institu- 
tions in Boston in giving a four months’ course 
of nursing at the Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital, and three months at Corey Hill Hospital 
(the latter being elective) which are of great 
benefit in giving the student nurses practical ex- 
perience in adult and in private work; a second 
elective course has been arranged for at the Bos- 
ton Lying-in Hospital, thus making their train- 
ing most complete, and fitting them for any 
branch of nursing they may feel called to do. 

The home life is greatly appreciated by the 
nurses, as they reside out of the hospital in 
four houses which are rented for their accommo- 
dation, thus affording ample room for the entire 
school. The House Mother is one of the sis- 
ters, who lives with them and gives her entire 
time to their many needs. In the dormitory for 
Simmons’ students quiet rooms for study are 
provided, and in the main house there are par- 
lors where students can receive their friends, 
enjoy music, teas, or any other recreation they 
may choose. 

This is one of a great many institutions scat- 
tered over many parts of the world, organized 
and carried on by the noble sisters of the order 
of St. Margaret. To even enumerate the dif- 
ferent kinds of work would take too much space. 
The order has branches in South Africa, many 
parts of England, the United States, and Can- 
ada, and everywhere they stand for devotion to 
Christ and love for His suffering and needy 
poor. 


MOUNT HERMON NOTES. 


College examinations have been an important 
feature in the life of the school during the past 
two weeks (June 13 to 29). The leading uni- 
versities and colleges have afforded facilities to 
Mount Hermon boys for taking the entrance ex- 
amination at the school, by sending representa- 
tives to conduct the entrance examinations at 
Mount Hermon, and twenty-two students availed 
themselves of this privilege. 


* * * * * 


The scope of the work at Mount Hermon is 
indicated by the large representation by states, 
and also by the large number of foreign-born 
students who are enrolled. In a recent prayer 
meeting, representatives of seven foreign nations 
presented the peculiar needs of their people for 
Christian work, and the principal’s report for the 
past academic year shows sixty foreign-born 
students enrolled in the school, representing six- 
teen nationalities. 


* * * * * 


Added facilities which will greatly increase the 
efficiency of the school, are promised in the near 
future. There are at the present time under con- 
struction a new administration building located 
opposite the recitation hall; a new canning fac- 
tory between the old factory and the laundry; 
and the Harrison Cottage, the gift of Mrs. Robert 
Harrison of New York City, which will be for 
the use of one of the faculty. 


* * * * * 


A sad accident has occurred at Mount Her- 
mon, by which we have been deprived of two 
members of our faculty. On Tuesday, July 2, 
Mr. P: K. Greene; Be A., and Mr Dy Ay Dur 
ward, B. S. A., were drowned in the Connecticut 
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River, being upset in their canoe. How the acci- 
dent occurred will never be fully known, as the 
accident was only seen at a distance and from 
the opposite side of the river from which it oc- 
curred. Mr. Greene had been an instructor in 
the departments of English and mathematics for 
two years; and in addition was at the head of 
Overtoun Hall. Not only in his ability as a 
teacher had he demonstrated his true worth, but 
his manly character and earnestness had won the 
respect of the student body and his fellow 
teachers. 

Mr. Durward, who had been assistant in the 
department of agriculture since January last, was 
head master in Crossley Hall. In his depart- 
ment he had contributed largely to strengthening 
the popularity of the courses offered, and in the 
practical phases of agriculture he had contributed ~ 
valuable assistance. 

These young men had won a large place in 
Mount Hermon life, and teachers and students 
alike have felt their loss as a personal bereave- 
ment, and expressions of deepest sympathy have 
been extended by the school to parents and 
friends. 


* * * * * 


The annual business meeting and banquet of 
the Mount Hermon Alumni Association were held 
at The Northfield Wednesday afternoon and 
evening, July 3. Reports were received from the 
different committees. Particular importance was 
attached to the work of raising money for the 
support of the school. There are over one thou- 
sand contributors from the old students to the 
D. L. Moody fund for the running expenses of 
the school. One year ago it was decided to raise 
ten thousand dollars annually for this fund. 
Nearly all this has been pledged, and it is hoped 
that before July 31 the total will be paid in. 


Our Monthly Calendar. 


July 1-Sept. 1. Sunday School Camp, Lake 
Geneva, Wis. 
Aug. 1-7. Boys’ Conference and Institute for 


Workers with Boys, Lake Geneva, Wis. 


Aug. 1-10. First Summer Bible Conference of 
the National Bible Institute, Sagamore Beach, 
Mass. 

Aug. 1-11. Eleventh Annual Session of the Grove 


City Bible School, Grove City, Pa. 

1-29. Training Institute for Y. M. C. A. 
Secretaries, Silver Bay, Lake George, N. Y. 
Aug. 2-18. Christian Workers’ Conference, East 

Northfield, Mass. 


Aug. 


Aug. 3-17. Institute for Men, Lake Couchiching, 
Ontario. 

Aug. 10-17. Summer School for Teachers of 
Junior Grades in Sunday Schools, Lake Ge- 
neva, Wis. 

Aug. 13-23. Eastern School of Methods for 


Sunday School Workers, Pocono Pines, Pa. 
Aug. 18-20. Institute for Boys’ Workers, Lake 
Couchiching, Ontario. 

18-27. Winona Bible Conference, Winona 
Lake, Ind. 
Aug. 23-Sept. 3. Western Young Women’s Stu- 
dent Conference, Cascade, Colo. 
Aug. 24-30. Boys’ Conference, Silver Bay, Lake 

George, N. Y. 

Aug. 30-Sept. 10. Central Young Women’s Stu- 
dent Conference, Lake Geneva, Wis. 
Aug. 30-Sept. 10. Northwest Young Women’s 

Conference, Seaside, Oregon. 


Aug. 
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Our Book Table. 
Paul D. Moody. 


International Critical Commentary on the Gospel 
According to S. Matthew. By Willoughby C. 


Allen, M. A. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New 
York City. Cloth. 338 pages. $3.00 net. 
Human Element in the Gospels (The). By George 


Salmon, D. D. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York 
City. Cloth. 550 pages. $4.50 net. 


Two books on the Synoptic Problem. 

The first of these is professedly a commentary 
on Matthew, but the Synoptic problem is so con- 
-stantly in the foreground of the writer’s mind that 
it comes to be as much a contribution to the 
discussion of this as a regular commentary. The 
purpose and scope of the International Critical 
Commentary is sufficiently well known to render 
it enough to say that this is a part of the whole. 
It shows very great erudition—a constant study 
of, and reference to, all that in any way concerns 
the matters under discussion. It seems especially 
valuable in its references to Jewish customs and 
laws, and many of its comments are exceedingly 
illuminating. It is certainly a contribution to the 
study of the gospels, for it must be said that it is 
hardly a commentary on Matthew more than on 
Luke or Mark. . 

It is not fair to judge a book for failing to be 
what it never professes to be, but still there is 
more room for a sympathetic elaboration of some 
of the profoundest utterances of the gospels. The 
Beatitudes are positively slighted. The entire 
Sermon on the Mount gets, for example, but about 
forty pages, and this is a work of 337 pages, and 
very little of this is exposition in the better sense 
of the word. In fact, the book is not an exposi- 
tion at all. But it professes to be and it is on the 
whole a valuable and a useful book, though it will 


not by any means replace the older works on 
Matthew. 

Dr. Salmon’s work is of another order. It was 
only in manuscript form and then only partially 
complete at the time of his death, and it was edited 
from his notes by Newport J. D. White. Espe- 
cially valuable and very touching is Dr. Salmon’s 
preface. His life had spanned an age in which 
the old attitude toward the Scriptures had under- 
gone a great and radical change. The habit of 
submitting them to a critical and microscopic ex- 
amination was one which grew in his day and 
was one with which he had comparatively little 
sympathy, but which he recognized as not al- 
together evil. His own study, so diligent and 
painstaking and covering so many years, had put 
him in a position to make his contributions, how- 
ever, to the critical examination of the gospels, 
and realizing the value of what he could con- 
tribute, he overcame his repugnance to the task, 
and as a result one of the best treatises on the 
Synoptic Problem is in our hands. “For my own 
feelings,’ he says, ‘‘the books of the gospels had 
a sacredness which Old Testament books had not; 
and it was painful to me to lay aside those feel- 
ings of reverence which had hitherto deterred me 
from too minute investigation. I felt as if I 
had been set to make a dissection of the body of 
my mother; and could not feel that the scientific 
value of the results I might obtain would repay 
me for the painful shock resulting from the very 
nature of the task.” If more of our critical 
work were undertaken in this spirit, less would 
have to be regretted. Dr. Salmon gives to Mark 
the preéminence and attaches full value to the 
important fragments of Papias. The form in 
which the material is arranged is readable,—a rare 
occurrence, and this adds greatly to the value of 
the work.—P. D. M. 

Religion in Common Life. By John Caird. 
H. R. Allenson, London. 62 pages. 6d. 


This sermon of John Caird’s bears on the cover 
the judgment of Dean Stanley: “The greatest 
sermon in the language.” This is an exaggerated 
estimate. Horace Bushnell preached a number of 
greater sermons. So did Phillips Brooks. But 
in its simplicity, its chaste earnestness, its strong 
directness, its weighty enforcement of those Chris- 
tian principles which are so plain that they are 
most easily forgotten, it is a truly great sermon. 
And in 1855 its message was probably more 
original than it is to-day. Some fame is got also 
by reason of its being preached before the Queen 
at Balmoral, and “originally published at her 
command.” In all ages the simplest preaching of 
elementary Christian principle; of the duty and 
strength of the actual practice of the faith we 
hold, is the effective preaching. John Caird was 
both great enough philosopher and great enough 
Christian to realize this.—R. E. S. 


By a layman. Funk & 
Cloth. 342 


Church of Christ (The). 
Wagnalls Co., New York City. 
pages. $1.00. 

The objection to laymen writing books of this 
kind is twofold. It is hardly possible if they 
are filling a sphere of usefulness that they will 
on the one hand have time to carry out lines of 
argument of the kind here to their logical con- 
clusion; in other words, to think things through. 
And on the other, they will hardly have time to 
know what other men have thought and said on 
the same subjects. And a man who is unaware 
of what has been said on any given subject 
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should express himself only with caution. If 
Mr. Distinguished Layman were a man of wide 
reading we doubt if he would give utterance to 
some of his remarks against creeds, for ex- 
ample. And on some of the subjects he touches, 
like comparative religions, he does not seem 
aware of much that has been said. And the 
charge of saying the terribly obvious thing must 
rest on almost every page. When, in addition to 
this, it is said that many of his statements are ut- 
terly incorrect and misleading, it will seem that 
the very eulogistic comments which the publish- 
ers have printed on the wrapper are unusually far 
afield. When laymen can be of such great use 
in so many ways, to the Church, ways closed to 
the regular ministry, let them for the Church’s 
own sake keep once and forever out of those 
fields for which they are not equipped and 
which demand a wide knowledge and technical 
training. —P. D. M. 


Problem of Faith and Freedom in the Last Two 
Centuries. By John Oman, M. A., B. D., 
D. Phil. A. C. Armstrong & Son, New York 
City. Cloth. 443 pages. $2.75 net. 


To read such a book is an education in the his- 
tory of modern Christian philosophy, to say noth- 
ing of its value in the field of the history of apolo- 
getics. The scope is best seen in the titles of the 
chapters, “‘Jesuitism and Pascal’s Pensees,” “Eng- 
lish Deism and Butler’s Analogy,” “Rationalism 
and Kant’s Religion Within the Limits of Reason 
Alone,’ ‘Romanticism and  Schleiermacher’s 
speeches on Religion,” “The Revolution and New- 
man’s Apologia,” ‘The Theory of Development 
and Baur’s First Three Centuries,” ‘““The Theology 
of Experience and Ritschl’s Justification and 
Reconciliation,” “Methods and Results.” Espe- 
cially valuable is the section dealing with Pascal 
and his immortal Pensees. Of Pascal he says: 
“He (Descartes) thought he could sell out all that 
man had acquired through long and varied experi- 
ence and purchase it back with logical deductions. 
Pascal, on the other hand, saw that we are scarce 
rich enough to maintain ourselves with all our be. 
longings.”’ Dr. Oman also assigns Butler’s 
analogy a position it would repay the present-day 
theologian to consider—in a day when it is not 
out of fashion to sneer a little at ‘“‘the analogy.” 

Perhaps Dr. Oman is best in his exposition of 
Ritschl and his system. Dr. Oman is not blind 
to its defects, but he would find something to 
agree with in the statement of a prominent Scotch 
professor that a great deal of the evangelical fer- 
vor found to-day in Scotch pulpits is due to the 
influence of Ritschl, and whether the minister of 
to-day dissents from Ritschl in part or completely, 
he will be forced to own that to very few men 
has it ever been granted to influence thought as 
Ritschl did. 

Dr. Oman writes on subjects not always in- 
teresting in themselves in a manner which never 
fails to interest. His lucidity is remarkable and 
his directness and force a marvel. It is in short 
a very great book.—P. D. M. 


Coillard of the Zambesi. By C. W. Mackintosh. 
The American Tract Society, New York City. 
Illustrated. Cloth. 484 pages. $2.50 net. 


Missionary biography has received a valuable con- 
tribution from the American Tract Society in the 
life of Francois Coillard of the Zambesi, by C. W. 
Mackintosh. It is the record of an eventful and 
interesting life of a French missionary who began 
pioneer work in Basutoland, South Africa, under 
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. 
the Paris Missionary Society in 1857. Not only 
are the experiences of this missionary interesting 
in themselves, but are accompanied by numerous 
historical incidents and references which are of 
great value. g 

The difficulties and discouragements attendant 
upon a missionary’s life and the noble heroism 
with which they were met by Francois Coillard 
and his fellow missionaries are both instructive and 
inspiring. Not only were difficulties found in over- 
coming the native prejudices and superstitions, but 
further obstacles also arose in counteracting the 
influence of unprincipled traders and officials of 
European powers. 

The large number of excellent illustrations and 
large colored map greatly enhance the value as 
well as attractiveness of the volume. 

In these days when there is a multiplicity of 
publications and the average reader finds little 
time to devote to any one volume, it would seem 
to be a defect to give so much prominence to 
correspondence and extracts from journals and 
documents which could be greatly condensed in 
the words of the author without serious loss. We 


feel that had this book of nearly five hundred _ 


pages been condensed into a volume of half its 
size its mission would be far more extended and 
consequently its value enhanced. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Bible Chart (A). 2x3 ft. Copies may be ob- 
tained by addressing T. B. Taylor, 1024 Ais- 
quith Street, Baltimore, Md. 


Boys’ Congress of Missions. By Emma Emilie 
Koehler. The Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
Illustrated. Cloth. 183 pages. 50 cents net. 


British City (The). By Frederic C. Howe, Ph. D. 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York City. 
Cloth. 370 pages. $1.50 net. 


Daybreak Everywhere. By Rev. John Donman 
Countermine, D. D. The Winona Publishing 
Co., Chicago. Cloth. 357 pages. $1.25. 


Five Years in a Persian Town. — By Napier Mal- 
colm. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York City. 
Illustrated. Cloth. 272 pages. $3.00 net. 


In Dwarf Land and Cannibal Country: A Record 
of Travel and Discovery in Central Africa. By 
A. B. Lloyd. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York 
City. Illustrated. Cloth. 318 pages. $3.00 
net. 


Israel’s Laws and Legal Precedents. By Charles 
Foster Kent, Ph. D. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 


New York City. Cloth. 301 pages. $2.75 net. 
Life Plans. By Charles R. Watson, Philadelphia. 
Paper. 42 pages: 15 cents. - 


Nature, the Mirror of Grace. By Robert Ellis 
Thompson, S. T. D. The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. Cloth. 134 pages. 75 cents net. 


New Scholar’s Bible (The). Samuel Bagster and 


Sons. James Pott & Co., New York City. 
Illustrated. Maps. French Morocco: 1280 
pages. $1.45. 

Primitive Traits in Religious Revivals. By Fred- 
erick Morgan Davenport. The Macmillan Co., 
New York City. Cloth. 323 pages. $1.50 net. 


Social and Religious Ideals. By Artemus Jean 
Haynes. Charles Scribner’s Sons,’ New York 
City. Cloth. 168 pages. $1.00 net. 


peaOUGHaAS FOR THE QUIET HOUR. 


AUGUST, 1907. 


Thursday, 1st. 


Enter into thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray. Matt. vi. 6. 


The door is shut. 

After long days of distance I have come, 
Bune to clasp Thy feet and hold them 
ast: : 

Loose Thou the lips that long have waited 
dumb, 

Unseal these aching eyes in tears at last. 

Darkness and doubt have barred me from 
Thy face; 

Now have I barred my door to all but Thee: 

Here in the shadow let me find Thy grace. 

O Christ of God! be pitiful to me. 


The door is shut. 

Lord, I have sinned. The ways were all so 
sweet, 

So fair the flowers I chose to call them 
mine, 

So strong the staff I took to help my feet, 

So dear the love that held my heart from 
Thine. 

The broken reed I leaned on pierced my 
hand; 

O Christ! Thy hands were pierced one day 
for me. 

Love failed me, fainting in a desert land; 

Thine was the Love thorn-crowned on Cal- 
vary! 


The door is shut. 

Lord, wast Thou waiting, waiting all the 
days? 

O patient in Thy pity, pity me! 

Lord, hast Thou come down all the desert 


ways 

To find the wandering heart that cried to 
Thee? 

My hands reach out and clasp Thy garment 
white, 

My tears in rain upon Thy feet are shed; 

O pardon, in that patience infinite, 

And lay Thy hands of healing on my head! 


—WMabel Earle. 
Friday, 2nd. 


The trying of your faith worketh patience. 
But let patience have her perfect work. 
Lal, Oh 

A worry may be either a stumbling-block 
or a stepping-stone in our spiritual life, as 
we choose. In itself, it is but a bit of ma- 
terial, and all depends upon what use we 
make of it. When we once see this truth, 
and make it our own, every vexation be- 


comes an inspiration, and every trouble 
leads to deeper peace.—J. R. Miller. 


Saturday, 3rd. 

Man shall not live by bread alone. Matt. 
1v. 4. 

It will hurt you more to live a day with- 
out prayer than to live it without bread.— 
Selected. 


Sunday, 4th. 
Thy will be done. Matt. vi. ro. 


Yesterday when I said, “Thy will be done,” 
I knew not what that will of Thine would 


: ¢, 
What clouds would gather black across my 
sun, 
What storm and desolation waited me; 
I knew Thy love would give me what was 


best, 
And I am glad I could not know the rest. 


This morning, praying: “As it is in heaven,” 
I did not dream what heavenly joy would 
come, 
Before the purple shadows of the’ even, 
To set its seal of blessing on my home. 
But all day long my watching eye could 


see, 
Thy gift of gladness coming near to me. 


“Thy will be done!” I say. And to the 
scroll 
Of unread years, consenting, set my name, 
Day after day their pages will unroll, 
In shining words that prove Thy love the 
same, 
Until my years are gathered into one. 
Eternal, sanctified. “Thy Will Be Done.” 


—Selecited. 


Monday, 5th. 

For none of us liveth to himself, and no 
man dieth to himself. Rom. xiv. 7. 

We are hourly helping or harming our 
fellows. We may not have a thought of one 
who is near us. We may not say a word, 
or give a look, kind or unkind, to him. Yet 
we may cheer and help him, or sadden and 
dishearten him, by our countenances as he 
looks at us, as we look at him. No one of 
us stands or falls to himself alone. Our 
influence is continuous. There are those 
who are constantly helping their fellows by 
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their loving looks or words. And there are 
those who are a constant cause of de- 
pression, by not being thoughtful to do this. 
What have you done for others in this way 
to-day ?—Henry Clay Trumbull. 


Tuesday, 6th. 


Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, 
that we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble. 2 Cor. 1. 4. 


If none were sick, and none were sad, 
What service could we render? 

I think, if we were always glad, 
We scarcely could be tender. 

Did our beloved never need 
Our patient ministration, 

Earth would grow cold, and miss indeed 
Its sweetest consolation. 

If sorrow never claimed our heart, 
And every wish were granted, 

Patience would die, and hope depart— 
Life would be disenchanted. 

—Selected. 


Wednesday, 7th 
Heb. xu. 2. 


God seldom tells one man what another 
man’s duty is. God is always ready to tell 
every man what his own duty is. There- 
fore it is better to get our orders directly 
from headquarters,—and we can if we will. 
“Don’t ask your neighbor for instructions; 
go and ask your foreman,” is the practical 
counsel of a trade-journal to machinists. 
We are not responsible to our neighbors; 
but when we accept orders only from our 
Guide and Head we shall always be true to 
our neighbors’ interests—Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. 


Looking unto Jesus. 


Thursday, 8th. 


We all, with unveiled face reflecting as a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are trans- 
formed into the same image. 2 Cor. iii. 


iss (Use JEG) 

Bishop Thoburn tells a beautiful story 
about a picture of his dead child. It seemed 
a very imperfect photograph, so blurred 
that scarcely a trace of the loved features 
could be seen in it. But one day he took 
the picture to a photographer, and asked 
him if he could do anything to improve it. 
In three weeks the bishop returned, and, as 
he saw the picture in its frame on the 
wall, he was startled. It seemed as if his 
child were living again before him. The 
image had been in the old picture, but was 
concealed beneath the blurs and mists that 
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were there also. The artist, however, had 
brought it out in strong, living beauty, un- 
til it was like life in its tender charm. 

In every true disciple of Christ there is 
the image of the Master. It may be very 
dim. Its features are overlaid by blurs and 
blemishes, and are almost unrecognizable 
by hurnan eyes. It is the work of Christ in 
our lives to bring out this likeness, more 
and more clearly, until at last it shines in 
undimmed beauty. This is what Christ is 
doing in many of His ways with us —I. R. 
Miller. 


Friday, oth. 


I must work the works of him that sent 
me, while it is day: the night cometh. John 
in. 4. 


Let me not die before I ’ve done for Thee 

My earthly work, whatever that may be, 

Call me not hence with mission unfulfilled, 

Let me not leave my space of ground un- 
tilled. 

Impress the truth upon me that no one 

Can do my portion that I leave undone, 

For each one in the vineyard hath a spot 

To labor in for life and weary not. 

I long to be an instrument of Thine, 

To gather worshipers into Thy shrine, 

To be the means one human soul to save, 

From the dark terror of a hopeless grave. 

I want a spirit passive to be still, 

And by Thy power to do Thy holy will. 

And when the prayer unto my lips doth rise, 

“Before a new home doth my soul surprise, 

Let me accomplish some great work for 
Thee,” 

Subdue it, Lord. Let my mission be 

To make me useful in this world of Thine, 

In ways according to Thy will, not mine. 

Let me not leave my space of ground un- 
tilled, 

Call me not home with mission unfulfilled, 

Let me not die before I’ve done for Thee 

My earthly work, whatever that may be. 


—Selected. 
Saturday, roth. 

O Lord, how manifold are thy works! 
In wisdom hast thou made them all: the 
earth is full of thy riches. Ps. civ. 24. 

He who feels no interest in the waving 
corn fields, “the innumerable laughter of the 

a,” the rush of the mountain torrent, the 
shadows of the forest, the bird songs at 
dawn, the busy hive of human toilers in the 
many peopled town, the mingled tragedy and 
comedy which make up the world drama, is 
equally unfit for earth or heaven. Though 
it be only for a season, yet even here we are 
the guests of God, and should try to make 
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ourselves thoroughly deserving of His gra- 
cious hospitality—William T. Herridge. 


Sunday, 11th. 


I will not leave you comfortless: I will 
come unto you. John xiv. 18. . 

As long as God lives and our souls live, 
so long does this pledge stand. It is true, 
we cannot always feel this presence. But 
we can always know that it is there, always 
think of it, so long as thought endures, al- 
ways rest upon it forever and forever; and 
the reason why this promise is given is that 
we may hold fast to this truth. There may 
be a moment in the very depths of sorrow 
and anguish when the presence is hidden 
from us. But is it not because we are 
stunned, unconscious? It is like passing 
through a surgical operation. The time 
comes for the ordeal. The anesthetic is 
ready. You stretch out your hand to your 
friend: “Don’t leave me, don’t forsake 
me.” The last thing you feel is the clasp 
of that hand, the last thing you see is the 
face of that friend. Then a moment of 
darkness, a blank—and the first thing you 
see is the face of love again. So the angel 
of God’s face stands by us, bends above us, 
and we may know that He will be there 
even when all else fails..... Amid the 
mists that shroud the great ocean beyond 
the verge of mortal life, there is one sweet, 
mighty voice that says: “I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee. In all thy afflictions 
I will be with thee, and the angel of My 
face shall save thee.”—Henry Van Dyke. 


Monday, 12th. 


Now faith is assurance of things hoped 
for, a conviction of things not seen. Heb. 


wi, 1 (R. V.). 


Out she swung from her moorings, 
And over the harbor bar. 

As the moon was slowly rising, 
She faded from sight afar, 

And we traced her gleaming canvas 
By the twinkling evening star. 


None knew the port she sailed for, 
Nor whither her course would be; 
Her future course was shrouded 
In silence and mystery; 
She was sailing beneath 
To be opened out at sea. 


“sealed orders” 


Some souls, cut off from moorings, 
Go drifting into the night, 

Darkness before and around them, 
With scarce a glimmer of light; 
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They are acting beneath “sealed orders” 
And sailing by faith, not sight. 


Keeping the line of duty 
Through good and evil report, 

They shall ride the storms out safely, 
Be the passage long or short; 

For the ship that carries God’s orders, 
Shall anchor at last in port. 


—Helen Chauncey. 
Tuesday, 13th. 


Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me.... and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. Matt. x1. 209. 

When a weary, selfish heart comes to the 
Saviour, the Saviour meets his needs by 
saying, “Take my yoke upon you.” “But, 
Lord, he is tired and weary already; an- 
other yoke will crush him.” No, no; he 
has just been carrying himself, and him- 
self only, and that is the heaviest of all 
loads, but strange it is that 1f he adds an- 
other burden, his own burden will become 
light. “Take my yoke upon you.” And 
what yoke is that, Lord? “The yoke of 
other people’s needs—tke burdens of the 
blind and the deaf, and the lame and the 
lepers—the burdens of other folks’ sorrows; 
put them on thy shoulders; take My yoke 
upon thee—increase thy burden and thy bur- 
den shall become light, and instead of 
weariness thou shalt find rest’’-—J. H. 
Jowett. 


Wednesday, 14th. 


She knew not that it was Jesus. 
“an. 14. 

_,.. Their eyes were holden that they 
should not know him. Luke «xxiv. 16. 

Mary in the Garden knew Him not. The 
two upon their sorrowful way did not 
recognize their companion. May it not be 
that we also miss some tokens of the pres- 
ence of the risen Christ along our sorrow- 
ful way? For ministry is the appointed 
method of communion and he who gives 
himself to Christ’s brethren is living in the 
very presence of Christ—Brainard Cainp- 
bell. 


John 


Thursday, 15th. 

Thou crownest the year with thy good- 
ness. Ps. lav. II. 

All these passings to and fro of fruitful 
shower and grateful shade, and the voices 
of murmuring winds and threatening thun- 
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ders, are but to deepen in our hearts the ac- 
ceptance and distinctness and dearness of 
the simple words,— 


“Our Father which art in heaven.” 
—Ruskin. 


Friday, 16th. 


Lo, I.am with you alway. Matt. xxvii. 
20. 


What matter, it God wills 
That we should sometimes walk in shady 
places? 
The shadows of the everlasting hills 
Are mirrored in the silver-bosomed rills, 
Whereto we stoop to cool our tired 
faces. 


We feel ourselves apart 
From the fair world and love’s remem- 
bered sweetness, 
And heart cries out for answering human 
heart, 
And yearns to claim once more a little part 
Of all that goes to make up life’s com- 
pleteness. 


What matter, so we know 
That Christ Himself. doth guide and still 
will guide us, ' 
When faltering, fearing as we onward go 
With aoaping head, and footsteps tired and 
slow, 
We blindly grope, and feel Him there be- 
side us? 
—F, M. P. Deas. 


Saturday, 17th. 


Of such is the kingdom of heaven. Matt. 


xix. I4. 

A boy was there, with a few barley cakes 
and small fishes, which his foresight had 
brought for his ever-recurring condition. 
He gave them up,—I do not know why, ex- 
cept that he was a boy,—and in the Lord’s 
hands they became a feast and more. It is 
true still; the boy holds the loaves. By his 
wealth and his consent the world is to be 
fed.—Alexander McKenzie. 


Sunday, 18th. 


He that hath, to him shall be given: and 
he that hath not, from him shall be taken 
even that which he hath. Mark iv. 25. 

There are those that wonder why they 
enjoy religion so little. They have no re- 
ligion to enjoy. They have no religion, not 
because God is partial and withholds from 
them what He gives to others, but because 
they have no capacity to receive that which 

‘God freely gives—James I. Vance. 
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Monday, roth. 
"Love never faileth. 1 Cor. xiii. 8. 


Therefore, come what may, hold fast to 
love. Though men should rend your heart, 
let them not embitter or harden it. We 
win by tenderness; we conquer by forgive- 
ness. 
that large, celestial charity which is meek, 


enduring, unretaliating, and which even the — 


overbearing world cannot withstand forever. 
—F, W. Robertson. 


Tuesday, 2oth. 


For consider him that hath endured such 
gainsaying of sinners against himself, lest 
ye be weary. Heb. xii. 3. 


Two thousand years ago there was One 
here on this earth Who lived the grandest 
life that ever has been lived yet, a life that 
every thinking man, with deeper or shal- 
lower meaning, has agreed to call Divine. 
I read little concerning His “rights,” or His 
claims of rights; but I have read a great 
deal concerning His duties. I read very 
little in that life respecting His rights, but 
I hear a vast deal respecting His wrongs— 
wrongs infinite, wrongs borne with a 
majestic, God-like silence. His reward? It 
was the reward that God gives to all His 
true and noble ones,—to be cast out in His 
day and generation, and a life-conferring 
death at last. These were His rights !— 
F. W. Robertson. 


Wednesday, 21st. 


Behold, I am with thee and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goest. Gen. 
KLUM. TS. 


If Christ were here to-night and saw me 
tired, 
And half afraid another step to take, 
I think He’d know the thing my heart de- 
sired, 
And ease that heart of all its throbbing 
ache. 


If Christ were here, I might not pray so 
long; 
My prayer would have such little way to 


89; 
*T would break into a burst of happy song, 
So would my joy and gladness overflow. 


If Christ were here to-night, I’d touch the 
hem 
Of His fair, seamless robe, and stand 
complete 


O strive to enter into something of ~ 


ee a ee 6 


Thoughts for the Quiet Hour. 


In wholeness and in whiteness ; I, who stem 
euch waves of pain, to kneel at His dear 
eet. 


If Christ were here! 
weak, 
Is not the Master ever close to thee? 
Deaf is thine ear, that cannot hear Him 
speak ; 
Dim is thine eye, His face that cannot 
see. 


Ah, faithless soul and 


Thy blessed Christ is in thy little room, 
Nay more, the Christ Himself is in thy 
heart; 
Fear not, the dawn will scatter darkest 
gloom, 
And heaven will be of thy rich life a part. 


—Margaret E. Sangster. 


Thursday, 22nd. 


Love suttereth long and ts kind. 1 Cor. 


aM. 4. 

I wonder why it is we are not all kinder 
than we are? How much the world needs 
it! How easily it is done! How infallibly 
it is remembered! How superabundantly it 
pays itself back! For there is no debtor in 
the world so honorable, so superbly honor- 
able as love—Heury Drummond. 


Friday, 23rd. 


The darkness is past, and the true light 
now shineth. r John u. 8. 

While ye have the light, believe in 
the light. John xt. 36. 

Stand up, oh heart! and yield not one 
inch of thy rightful territory to the usurp- 
ing intellect. Hold fast to God in spite of 
logic, and yet not quite blindly. Be not 
torn from thy grasp upon the skirts of His 
garments by any wrench of atheistic hy- 
pothesis that seeks only to hurl thee into 
utter darkness; but refuse not to let thy 
hands be gently unclasped by that loving 
and pious philosophy that seeks to draw 
thee from the feet of God only to place thee 
in His bosom. Trustfully, though trem- 
blingly, let go the robe, and thou shalt rest 
upon the heart and clasp the very living soul 
of God.—Selected. 


Saturday, 24th. 


God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God. 1 Cor. tu. Io. 

The riddle of life is the Sphinx’s head; 
the generations pass like the caravans. 
There is no gleam in the stony eyes; no 
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answer from the motionless lips. The solu- 
tion of the riddle of life is the face of Jesus, 
“full of grace and truth.’ Our deep soul 
questions are our glances into the Christ- 
face; our answers are His words and life — 
James M. Ludlow. 


Sunday, 25th. 


One thing I know, that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see. John ix. 25. 


You ask me how I gave my heart to Christ? 
I do not know. 

There came a yearning for Him in my soul 
So long ago. 

I found earth’s flowers would fade and die— 

I wept for something that could satisfy ; 

And then—and then—somehow I seemed to 

dare. 

To lift my broken heart to Him in prayer. 

I do not know—I cannot tell you how; 

I only know He is my Saviour now. 


You ask me when I gave my heart to 
Christ ? 
I cannot tell. 
The day, or just the hour, I do not now 
Remember well. 
It must have been when I was all alone 
The light of His forgiving Spirit shone 
Into my heart, so clouded o’er with sin; 
I think—I think, ’t was then I let Him in. 
I do not know—I cannot tell you when; 
I only know He is so dear, since then. 


You ask me where I gave my heart to 
Christ? 
I cannot say. 
That sacred place has faded from my sight 
As yesterday. 


. Perhaps He thought it better I should not 


Remember where. How I should love that 
spot ! 

I think I could not tear myself away, 

For I should wish forever there to stay. 

I do not know—I cannot tell you where; 


I only know He came and blessed me there. 


You ask me why I gave my heart to Christ? 
I can reply; 
It is a wondrous story; listen, while 
I tell you why. 
My heart was drawn, at length, to seek His 
face; 
I was alone, I had no resting place; 
I heard how He had loved me, with a love 
Of depth so great—of height so far above 
All human ken; I longed such love to share, © 
And sought it then, upon my knees in 
prayer. 


You ask me why I thought this loving 
Christ 
Would heed my prayer? 
I knew He died upon the cross for me— 
I nailed Him there. 
I heard His dying cry, “Father, forgive!” 
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I saw Him drain death’s cup that I might 
live; 

My head was bowed upon my breast in 
shame! 


He called me—and in penitence I came. 
He heard my prayer! I cannot tell you 
how, 
Nor when, 
; now. 


nor where: only—I love Him 


—Selected. 
Monday, 26th. 


He that hath the Son hath life; and he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 
I John v, 12. 

I have seen a heavy piece of solid iron 
hanging on another, not welded, not linked, 
not glued to the spot; and yet it cleaved 
with such tenacity as to bear not only its 
own weight, but mine; too, if I chose to 
seize it and hang upon it. A wire charged 
with an electric current is in contact with 
its mass. Cut that wire through, or re- 
move it by a hair’s breadth, and the piece 
drops dead to the ground, like any other un- 
supported weight. A stream of life from 
the Lord, brought into contact with a hu- 
man spirit, keeps the spirit cleaving to the 
Lord so firmly, that no power on earth or 
hell can wrench the two asunder. In that 
circuit the feeblest Christian is held safely; 
but if the circuit be broken, the dependent 
spirit instantly drops off—Arnot. 


- Tuesday, 27th. 


Those things which ye have both learned, 
and received, and heard, and seen in me, 
do: and the God of peace shall be with 
you. Phal. w. o. 

There is a peace which is not patience, 
because it looks for nothing, longs for noth- 
ing, prays for nothing—a peace which is 
painless because it is numb, and free from 
struggle because it is dead. I would not 
have that gift, O my Father. That is the 
peace of the grave. But Thy peace is the 
peace of the ocean. It is the calm that 
holds depths beneath it. It is not the rest 
of lifelessness, but the rest of balance. Thy 
patience is the patience of expectancy; 
it rests “in hope.” Bring me that peace of 
Thine, O God !—George Matheson. 

A 
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Wednesday, 28th. 


Blessed are ye that sow beside all wa-— 


ters. Isa. £xxU. 20. 


Cast forth thy act, thy word, into the 
ever-living, ever-working universe; it is a 
seed grain that cannot die; unnoticed to- 


day, it will be found flourishing as a ban- | 


yan grove after a thousand years.—Carlyle. 


Thursday, 29th. 


The Lord God hath given me the tongue 
of the learned, that I should know how to 
speak a word in season to him that is 
weary. Isa. l. 4. 


He has the alchemist’s secret who changes ~ 


one sad note to song; he has the touch of 
Midas who makes all bright and golden 
someone’s day.—Selected. 


Friday, 3oth. 


A friend loveth at all times, and 1s a 
brother born for adversity. Prov. xv. 17 


(Ok, ole 

So long as we love, we serve; so long as 
we are loved by others, I would almost say 
we are indispensable; and no man is useless 
while he has a _ friend—Robert Louis 
Stevenson. 


Saturday, 31st. 


He said, I will not destroy it for ten’s 
sake. Gen. xviii. 32. 
. Not willing that any should pee 
2 Pe ter i. 9. 


Look back and see this brooding tenderness ! 
Ye wait till Bethlehem? Nay, then, not I! 

Under the law doth Israel ever sigh? 

Is there no mercy till the great Redress? 
See now, amid the nameless wickedness 

Love dreadeth lest one soul of His should 

die, 

Spareth and faltereth and passeth by, 
Soitt’ning the law to ease a son’s distress. 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right? 

child, and more! 
learned to spell 

Love’s first great letter: 

pain 
Still leave Him terrible, in thy scared sight, 

Who quencheth with His tears the fires 

of hell 

And yearneth o’er the cities of the plain! 


—Josephine Dodge Daskam. 


Ay, thou hast not 


centuries of 


, 


tree? 


‘sweeter when ‘shared with others. 
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Ida Q. Moulton. 


THE TEACHING OF THE TREES. 
(August 11, Psalms civ. 16-18; i. 1-6.) 


“Moreover it is required in stewards, that 
a man be found faithful.” 
4) hemlock tree! O hemlock tree! 

How faithful are thy branches! 
Green not alone in summer time, 

- But in the winter’s frost and rime! 
O hemlock tree! O hemlock tree! 
How faithful are thy branches!” 


“Should you ask me, whence these stories? 
Whence these legends and traditions, 
With the odors of the forest, 

With the damp and dew of meadows, 
With the curling smoke of wigwams, 
With the rushing of great rivers, 
With their frequent repetitions, 

And their wild reverberations, 

As of thunder on the mountains? 

T should answer, I should tell you, 
From the forests and the prairies.” 


How human trees are! California has a 
tree called Mojavayucca. It has the charac- 
teristics of many other trees, but none 
marked enough to establish relationship. 
Are there not people like this hypocritical 
This same state has another tree 
called the creeping-oak. Its limbs. are 
gnarly, bending and twisting in all di- 
rections. Wherever its branches touch 
the ground they take root and cover acres 
of ground. Have we not the monopolist 
in our midst? There are trees which teach 
the Divine attributes also. The willow, 
with its beautiful lesson of humility, lowly 
bending as it ascends upward. The oak, 
which teaches that the winds that blow con- 
trary give strength. The cedar, with its 
lesson of solidity, never bending, sound to 
the heart’s core. Then.there are the fruit 
trees, “good for food,’ which always tastes 
No tree 
in all of “God’s first temples” but has its 
lesson. May He help us in learning it! 

x * * * * 

History warns us that the dearth of trees 
brings suffering and desolation. These 
passing days also are proving to us that the 
climate is changed by cutting off the trees, 
and the water supply diminished by their 


absence. Man moves away from treeless 
deserts, or soon dies upon them. Far worse 
conditions than these follow the dearth of 
religious influences in a community. Less 
than fifteen miles from Christian influences, 
in the heart of Connecticut’s woods, there 
stands a church which at one time was 
closed for a decade. The conditions in that 
vicinity during that time were appalling, 
immorality abounded, children grew up as 
devoid of religious instruction as those in 
the heart of Africa. The Sabbath was not 
recognized. The young people’s socials 
were more heathenish than civilized. Mur- 
ders were committed. The very air seemed 
permeated with sin. The church was re- 
opened. In a short time all was changed, 
and the place to-day is regarded as a Chris- 
tian community. There is a strong like- 
ness between the laws that govern the 
natural and spiritual. 


* ee * * * 


Some of the choicest expressions in all 
literature are consecrated to trees. The 
poets go to them for inspiration. Especially 
was this true with Wordsworth. His yew 
tree, : 

“Which to this day stands single, 

: . a living thing 

Produced too slowly ever to decay; 
Of form and aspect too magnificent 
To be destroyed,” 


teaches us that 

“To every one of us, from time to time 
There comes a sense of utter loneliness,” 

that, 


“We wander in a solitary way 
No matter what or where our lot may 
be.” 


While his haunted tree, upon which 


“When the wind 

Blows keenly, it sends forth a creaking 

sound,” 

reminds us of the murmurings of some 
Christians when the wind of God blows ad- 
versely upon them. 

His hart’s-horn tree, beneath whose 
branches the blood of the hunted hart and 
dog were mingled, reminds us of the nar- 
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row space in which victory and defeat can 
meet. 


“ Both sank and died, the life blood of the 


chased ; : 
And chaser bursting here with one dire 
smart.” 
* * * * * 


From Genesis to Revelation the Bible 
abounds with references to trees, beginning 
with the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil and ending with the tree of life bear- 
ing fruit for the healing of the nations. 
Old and New Testament writers of history, 
poetry, songs, and parables, have used the 


tree to represent strength, beauty, and 
holiness. Some of the strongest sentiments 
of the human heart have been twined 


around them in fascinating Bible lore. We 
remember Bible characters, events, and les- 
sons because of their association with the 
trees. The juniper tree recalls Elijah; the 
gourd, Jonah; the sycamore, Zaccheus. 
The oak reminds us of the angels’ visit to 
Abraham; the cedar, of Solomon’s temple; 
the olive, of our blessed Saviour; from the 
fig tree and the mustard plant which grew 
into a tree, we get striking lessons of con- 
traction and expansion in God’s work. The 
man who cannot get lessons from the trees, 
“who loves not to look at them, to lie under 
them, to climb up them (once more a 


schoolboy) would make no bones of mur- 
der.” 


THE VALUE OF DECISION. 
(August 18, Ephesians iv. 14, 15; James i. 1-8.) 


Decisions may lead to martyrdom, but “if 
a man come to me and hate not his own 
life, he cannot be my disciple.” 

Decisions may lead to loss of all this 
world holds dear, but “likewise whosoever 
he be of you that forsaketh not all that he 
hath, cannot be my disciple.” 

Decisions may lead to suffering, but “who- 
soever doth not bear his cross and come 
after me, cannot be my disciple.” 

But let this be your heart’s ease, dear 
friend, no matter where or to what our de- 
cisions in the Lord lead us in this life, they 
will eventually lead us into the presence of 
our dearly beloved Saviour, there to go no 
more out forever. To live with Him 
throughout eternity is the greatest reward 
that heaven can offer. Then let the winds 
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of decision blow east or west, good or ill, © 


what will it matter if they but wait us into 
the haven of perfect bliss, with a character 
capable of enjoying heaven’s greatness and 
glory? 

Mr. Moody once said, “The sweetest les- 
son I have learned in the school of life is to - 
let God choose for me.” And after all,” 


isn’t that the best and sweetest thing to 


do? 


“With such amazing love at our command, 

How can we choose apart from God to 

live? > 

The very glory for us He has planned 

Must make more fearful the alternative 

By which we forfeit all his proffered 
grace, 

And madly turn away from Love’s sweet 
face.” 


ra 


If He loved us enough to give His only 


¥ 
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Son for us, isn’t it reasonable to believe © 
He loves us enough to choose the best — 


things for us? Since the wisest choices are 
valueless without Him, and the unwisest 
valuable with Him, when we are trying to 
do our best, how foolish it is to make any 
decisions independently of Him. Then 
there is this sure thing about His decisions, 
they relieve us of the responsibility of their 
effect upon others, which ofttimes weighs 
heavily upon the conscientious Christian. 


Firm and decided characters are not made 
out of “perhaps .so’s,” “I guess so’s,” or 
even “I think so’s,” but out of the do so’s. 
The prodigal was only saved when he rose 
up and went to his father. True, thoughts 
have their influence upon our decisions, but 


they are like the handcars which are run 


_ over the railroads to inspect and prepare the 


way for the precious burden of life which 
follows. It is when we rise and go that the 
real decisions are made. Only as we enter 
the way of life do’ we leave the paths of 
death. Neither can we go two ways at 
once, for a double walking man is unstable 
in all his ways. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon. The fact that this is so keeps 
millions from building strong and sturdy 
characters, for such characters are built of 
eternal verities, and there can be no trifling 
with them. Our decisions are for eternity 
and our very own. We can blame no one 
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for the way we make them. Even God 
Himself cannot make them for us, there- 
fore let them be the wisest we are capable 
of making. 


No reasonable man will say, “I am what 
I am, not from choice, but by necessity.” 
We cannot go up to the Judge Who giveth 
to all men liberally, with a weak, flimsy, 
flabby character, and say, “I didn’t want 
_to bring this kind of character, Lord, but I 
had no opportunity to make any other 
kind.’ The Lord will hold such a man in 
derision. Why, his life has been full of 
opportunities! They began with the first 
step away from the mother’s knee and will 
end only at the great White Throne. All 
who have made the acquaintance of Oppor- 
tunity know she does not always wear a 
shining face and that her manner is some- 
times rough and her very presence uninvit- 
ing, but because we do not like her looks is 
no reason we should slight or ignore her, 
for behind her most forbidding aspect there 
is power and strength. Every time we shy 
around her we become weaker and less 
likely to treat her civilly when she comes 
again. 


Travelers tell us that there is near the 
Jaffa gate at Jerusalem a small terrace on 
the top of a hill called the “Terrace of In- 
decision.” The ground is so level that the 
rain when it falls upon it seems at a loss 
which way to go, so a part of it is carried 

by the wind over the west side, where it 
flows into “The Valley of Roses,’ and con- 
_ tribtites to the life, fertility, beauty, and fra- 
grance of the Sharon lilies and roses. But 
the greater part of the water flows down the 
east side into the valley of Tophet and 
onward into the Dead Sea. Every life has 
its terrace of indecision. Influences good, 
bad, and indifferent fall upon it. On this 
terrace abides the will of man for the ex- 
press purpose of controlling these in- 
fluences, and there surely is no need of the 
bad going to the west side or the good to 
the east, for hovering above this terrace is 
a “pillar of fire,’ out of which comes a 
voice that says: “If any of you lack wis- 
dom, let him ask of God... . and it shall 
be given him.” 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS: CHRIST IN MEXICO AND 
SOUTH AMERICA. 


(August 25, Exodus xx. 1-6.) 


Nearly all South America is now open to 
the gospel so far as legal restrictions are 
concerned. Within the last twenty years, 
sayS a missionary, ten times as many ser- 
mons have been preached in Roman Catho- 
lic pulpits of South America as before, and 


_ undoubtedly in their preaching they present 


a great many truths of the gospel that were 
never presented previously. They are call- 
ing the attention of the people to the observ- 
ance of the Lord’s day. I picked up a tract 
recently written by a priest, and found it to 
be an appeal to the people to honor the 
Lord’s day, recommending the people to 
boycott those who kept their stores and 
other places of business open on that day. 
Priests who come from Protestant countries 
are more sympathetic with the missionaries 
than the native priests; because they have 
been brought up in a community that has 
been dominated by evangelical ideas and 
literature. “If we could only get rid of the 
ten commandments,” said another mission- 
ary, “we could build up a Protestant church 
that would be the glory of the land.” 

The Roman Catholicism which holds 
sway in South America is so degraded and 
heathenish that’ the Roman Catholic 
churches of North America repudiated it. 
A traveler says, “With one honorable ex- 
ception, all the priests with whom I came 
in contact were immoral, drunken, and 
ignorant.” “If the Bible is found in the 
hands of one of the people, it is taken away 
from him, and he is told that it is the book 
of the devil and that his knowledge about 
its truths must come through his spiritual 
advisers and teachers.” But a more liberal 
policy is being felt in some parts of this 
neglected continent. The most hopeful way 
of influencing Roman Catholic countries is 
through the converts: from Catholicism 
gained among the foreigners in our own 
country. The circulation of Christian lit- 
erature, especially the Bible, is another 
strong influence. 

* * 

Although Protestant missions have ex- 

isted in Mexico scarcely more than a gen- 


* * * 
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eration, they represent a Protestant popu- 
lation of from 60,000 to 111,000 of Mexico’s 
14,000,000 inhabitants. Mexico has 25,000 
Protestant church members, 200 mission- 
aries, 600 Mexican assistants. She has en- 
rolled 65 mission workers among the mar- 
tyrs. Large numerical results seldom fol- 
low the work. A missionary says, “When 
two or three come to us directly from the 
Roman Catholic Church and we are able 
to retain them, it is considered that a great 
victory has been gained.” There are two 
kinds of teaching and two classes of schools. 
One is for the select few, the other for the 
multitude. To the first class belong the 
schools of missionary agencies and the 
various institutions of higher education in 
the state capitals supported by public and 
private means; the second class is the most 
important and includes unsectarian schools, 
supported by the national and state govern- 
ments. All are doing a magnificent work 
in training leaders. 


7K K * ** 3K 


The Catholics in Mexico are taught to 
think a cross so sacred that some of them 
believe that a man or animal would die if 
he happened to step on two pieces of wood 
that were in the shape of a cross. 

Images are everywhere present in the 
homes and churches of the Mexicans, and 
if they. do-not literally bow down and wor- 
ship them, they do believe in the miraculous 
power of some of them. 

The young people of Mexico are not only 
the hope of the future, but the main power 
of the Protestant churches. “With a few 
strong reinforcements, a liberal support of 
education and an earnest Christian sympa- 
thy on the part of the thousands of Ameri- 
cans who cross the river Rio every year on 
business or for pleasure, the Mexico of to- 
morrow will be a God-fearing, liberal, and 
enlightened republic, in fact as well as 
name.” 

* * * * * 

A missionary to Mexico, as in other for- 
eign countries, must get used to the unusual 
environment, the language, food, customs, 
prejudices against the foreigner, and sud- 
den changes in temperature. “Nature’s 
barriers, enactments of man, and unbelief 
are three great towers of the fortress which 
stand in the way of the rapid march of the 
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gospel army.” 
Catholic was the state religion, controlling 


education and politics and absorbing the | 


most of the wealth, but a reaction set in 
which resulted in the enactments of laws 
recognizing no state religion. This reaction 
drove thousands of the thinking men over 
to unbelief. Atheism, 


kind of ism with which men have tried to 
satisfy their spiritual natures are rampant. 
Seventy-five per cent of the male popula- 


tion who can read or write are unbelievers. — 
Most Mexicans are now connected with the 
Roman Catholic Church, but many are un-~ 
believers even in that faith, but for social 


and business reasons dare not openly re- 
nounce it. 


cts * x * * 


Up to 1857 the Roman 


agnosticism, pan-— 
theism, spiritualism, and almost every other — 


The King of Spain once asked a returned — 
Catholic missionary about the character of © 


the country of Mexico. He crumpled a 
piece of paper, passed it to the king, and 
said, “There is a good bird’s-eye view of 
Mexico.” The country is nearly as large as 
all the United States east of the Mississippi. 
Were it smoothed out it would be twice as 
large. The difficulties of missionary work 
in this country are much as they are in 
foreign fields. The first obstacle is the 
dense ignorance of the people, the natural 
result of a priest-ridden country. Only 
about 14 per cent of the population can 
read or write. The physical aspect is. an- 
other hindrance. The roads in the country 
districts are just cow paths, and a pastor 
in order to make the rounds of his congre- 
gation has to be in the saddle from ten to 
fourteen hours a day for weeks at a time. 
As there are few men who can stand this 
strain, the work has been confined largely 
to the cities. 


‘ 


“rT CAN’) AND) Si CAN; TS. 


(Consecration Meeting.) 


(September 1, Isaiah xxxv. 3, 4; xxx. 15-18; He- 
brews iii. 14.) 

It is a trite but true saying that the world 
rates us at our own valuation. We alone 
stamp that valuation upon our faces and 
characters, and the world rates us accord- 
ingly. True, in the words of Lincoln, “You 
can fool some of the people all of the time, 
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you can fool all of the people some of the 
time, but you cannot fool all of the people 
all of the time.” Sooner or later the world 
will take you for what you think you are 
worth, provided there is intermingled with 
your self-confidence that humility which 
gives wisdom and strength. You know 
more about yourself than any one else does, 
and if you put a low mark upon yourself, 
you cannot expect the world to put a high 
one. The man who feels equal to the oc- 
casion imparts that feeling to others, and 
they with one accord follow him. “Is n’t 
it beautiful I can sing so?” once asked Jenny 
Lind of a friend. Her confidence in the 
beauty and power of her own voice made 
it beautiful to others. 


wlmacane dOuealles things.) said. Paul, 
“through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
A man who sets out to accomplish things 
through the strength of Christ will never be 
accused of egotism. There is a great dif- 
ference between self-confidence and self- 
praise. The Bible enjoins one as strongly 
as it condemns the other. You will never 
hear a man of Paul’s type praising him- 
self (and there are many men and women 
like him, thank God), but you will find 
_them doing things. Self-confidence is 
based upon self-respect, and a man who 
respects himself will respect others. You 
will never find such men speaking of them- 
selves, or trumpeting their own exploits 
abroad. Egotism is not a part of the make- 
up of great men. Self-respecting, Christ- 
depending self-confidence never stoops to 
meanness, while egotistical self-confidence 
often makes meanness its boon companion. 
The former draws from a reservoir of 
goodness, the latter from a reservoir of 
meanness. One succeeds and ought to, 
while the other fails and should. 


* * * * * 


The “I cans” are in the minority, yet 
they are accountable for all of the real suc- 
cess of this life. The “I can’ts” are in the 
majority, yet failures follow them as nat- 
urally as water flows down hill. The for- 
mer build characters with burnt bricks, 
while the latter “can’t” burn them, and 
their characters are always in a crumbling 
state. Some people pray that they may 
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have confidence in themselves, and why 
should n’t they? When God says, “In 
quietness and confidence shall be your 
strength,’ why should n’t we ask Him for 
it? 


Young man, God is not playing a game of 
shuttlecock and battledore with you, tossing 
your life back and forth as if He had no 
plan for it. He has a plan for the most in- 
significant life, but He cannot carry it out 
without your “I can,” your “I will.” The 
very circumstances you are now contending 
with, the very people whom you think are 
against you, are in your way to draw out 
your latent manhood, the manhood that will 
not cringe or fawn, that will not lean or 
vacillate, but will control both men and cir- 
cumstances. Ability is bound to soar, 
talents are sure to shine, circumstances be- 
come wings to lift you up, and people light 
to show you the way, when you say, “In 
God’s name I can and I will.” “One thou- 
sand shall flee at the rebuke of one.... 
till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a 
mountain, and an ensign on an hill.” 


“There are three kinds of people in the 
world,” said a writer, “the wills, the won’ts, 
and the can’ts. The first accomplish every- 
thing, the second oppose everything, the 
third fail in everything.” We are in-either 
of these classes because we will to be. 
When a firm, decisive spirit is recognized, 
it is curious to see how the space clears 
around a than and leaves him room and 
freedom. What could be done with such 
a man as General Grant, who was deter- 
mined to fight it out till Lee surrendered 
at Appomattox? What could be done with 
such a man as John C. Calhoun, who, while 
in Yale College, when he was ridiculed for 
such intense application, exclaimed, “I am 
forced to make the most of my time that 
I may acquit myself creditably in Con- 
gress.’ What can be done with any man 
who eliminates the words “can’t” and “im- 
possible” from his vocabulary? What can 
be done with any man who has burning 
within his breast the unquenchable fire of 
an invincible purpose? Nothing but recog- 
nize the fact that “The iron will of one 
stout heart shall make a thousand quail.” 
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THE SIN OF NADAB AND ABIHU. 
(August 11, Leviticus x. 1-11.) 


The preceding chapters, and especially 
vili., describe the ceremonial of dedication, 
by which Aaron and his sons were set apart 
for the priesthood. In the previous chapter 
there is a description also of their success- 
ful performance of their first sacrificial du- 
ties. There had been no hitch of any kind; 
the glory of the Lord had appeared (23), 
and the sacred fire had consumed the offer- 
ings. It was after all this, and evidently 
upon the late afternoon of the same day 
(19), that this sad disaster occurred. 

Before we can properly appreciate its 
solemn lesson, we must take into considera- 
tion the prohibition of ver. 8-11. Surely 
there is some connection between the sud- 
den blow which fell on these two young 
men and the prohibition of strong drink. 
The solemn words, “Drink no wine nor 
strong drink, when ye go into the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, lest ye die,’ can 
only refer to the cause of the awful tragedy 
which had bereaved Aaron of his sons, and 
Israel of two priests. 


It may be that, flushed with their new 


honor, or with the success of their earliest 
ministrations, these two youths had taken 
heavy draughts of some intoxicant, and had 
gone to the performance of their sacred 
duties under its bewildering effects; and it 
was in this manner that they failed so egre- 
giously in the performance of the sacred 
ritual. Had it been a sin of ignorance or 
forgetfulness, we cannot believe that they 
would have been stricken. Their wanton 
yielding to the sin of appetite and fleshly 
indulgence was undoubtedly the reason of 
their swift and terrible fate. 

Their minds were bewildered by the 
fumes of alcohol, which always pass directly 
to the brain, and instead of lighting their 
censers from the fire which glowed on the 
altar of incense, and which in its turn had 
been lit from heaven, they ignited the coals 
with fire from some other source. Of 


course there was direct disobedience to the 


Divine directions, and the sacred signifi- 
cance of the type was lost, but above either 


of these considerations was their inebriation. — 
It could never be permitted to the priests to 
perform their holy service, when under the _ 


demoralizing effects of alcohol. 
priest, like people. The whole nation would 
soon have yielded to the same passion, and 
the holy people, that had been snatched 
from the tyranny of the Egyptian bondage, 
would have come under a more imperious 
tyranny, a more galling bondage. Better 
perish under the lash of the slave driver’s 
whip than beneath the scourge of alcohol. 
The fate of these two young priests was 
a very terrible one. In an instant they were 
cut off by the leaping flame. We are re- 
minded of the fate of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram; and of Uzzah’s, in the days of 
David. How can we account for such a 
tragedy at the hand of a merciful and lov- 
ing God? The answer is clear, that in the 
early stages of human history He was com- 
pelled to teach men with the symbols and 
pictures of the kindergarten. There was no 
other way in which the human mind could 
comprehend spiritual truth. Now it was 
of vital importance that men should learn 
what holiness was, its awful purity, its 
strict limitations, its imperative voice, its 
flaming resistance to wrongdoing. If the 
nature of God were not understood, if His 
awful holiness were not properly appre- 
ciated, if men were to suppose that they 
could set His commands at defiance and 
treat them with neglect, all subsequent 
ages would have been infinitely impover- 
ished. All the solemn safeguards, which 
are so carefully enumerated in Leviticus, 
were intended to emphasize the chasm 
which intervenes between sinful men and 
the eternal God; just as the respective bar- 
riets. which fence off the common people 
from some exalted personality, are in- 
tended to beget that reverence for office, 
which is one of the safeguards of society. 
In the solemn words quoted here, God 


Like = 


must be “sanctified in all them that come 
nigh unto Him.” If those who are most 
intimate with Him set at nought His word, 
and allow themselvés to be bewildered and 
 stupefied by strong drink, what chance is 
there that He will be glorified before all the 
people? Tragic and terrible as the fate of 
these men was, it would have been still 
_more disastrous if the moral restraints, 
which were erected by a righteous God, 
were demolished by the self-indulgence of 
two, young men. Probably their death was 
_ too sudden to be painful, and as to their 
future, cut off suddenly in such a condition, 
we can only leave it in the hands of a just 
and merciful God. For us, there is the 
- warning so constantly repeated in the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews, that we must take heed 
_ to ourselves, that we give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have heard, 
lest at any time we should drift away from 
them. 

Aaron and his sons were warned to show 
no sign of grief for their personal loss, but 
they, with their brethren, and the whole 
_ house of Israel, were to bewail the burning 
which the Lord had kindled. They were 
not even to join in the wailing of their 
- people, because they were God’s anointed 
priests, i. e., they were to look at the sad 
occurrence from God’s standpoint. If they 
had given way to strong cryings and tears, 
it might have been interpreted that they 
thought God’s judgment was harsh and un- 
warrantable. Acute as their personal suf- 
fering was, they were to bow beneath the 
Divine. judgment, and dare to take their 
stand with God. 

Aaron’s behavior was especially noble. 


He had suffered greatly; “Such things have, 


(3). We are reminded of the Psalmist, “I 
was dumb, I opened not my mouth, be- 
cause thou didst it” (Ps. xxxix. 9). He 
went calmly and quietly through his as- 
signed duties, showing that the main con- 
sideration for him at least was the honor 
and glory of God. This is God’s demand 
from us all. Not ourselves first, but always 
the hallowing of His name, and the coming 
of His kingdom. How beautifully our Lord 
set this example in His model prayer! Our 
desires for daily bread, and deliverance 
from evil, must ever be subordinate to our 


t 


| befallen me” (19). But he held his peace 
, 
j 
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devotion to whatever touches God, and the 
esteem in which He is held. 

It is interesting to contrast’ the apparent 
hardness of the foregoing incident with the 
incident that follows. From this it appears 
that the two remaining sons of Aaron, in 
the excitement of that awful day, had burnt 
the goat of the sin-offering, instead of eat- 
ing it. At first, when he discovered the mis- 
take, Moses was angry, but afterwards he 
was content (20). Their neglect of God’s 
holy ordinance was not intentional, but a 
sin of ignorance, Nothing more was said 
of it, for God knoweth our frame, and re- 
membereth that we are dust. The sin of 
ignorance, or of passion, which is followed 
by instant confession and repentance, is 
separated by a whole heaven from the wil- 
ful sin that hardens itself against God. 


GoLDEN TExT: Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived 
thereby 1s not wise: Prov. rx. I. 


THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. 
(August 18, Leviticus xvi. 5-22.) 


The ritual of the great day of atone- 
ment was peculiarly impressive and signifi- 
cant. It was a picture, or parable, of things 
that could not be clearly revealed or under- 
stood. The men of God who obeyed the 
commands delivered through Moses, had a 
very indistinct vision of the full glory 
which has been revealed to us; but they 
touched the hem of the garment and were 
healed. 

1. Tue Priest’s Rupric. /t was neces- 
sary that the high priest should sacrifice 
for himself and his house. His exalted 
position did not relieve him from the neces- 
sity of sacrificing first for himself (Heb. vii. 
7). In all probability, Aaron had no desire 
to be relieved. His daily association with . 
the sinner-aspect of the congregation must 
have led him to long after a more absolute 
sinlessness for himself. Of all men in 
Israel, he must have been the most sensitive 
to the weight of the sin consciousness, and 
most eager to be made clean. How neces- 
sary it is that all ministers of religion and 
Sunday-school teachers should apply to 
themselves what they teach others, and 
should be sure of their own acceptance 
through the precious blood of Christ. 
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He stood before God, at first, not in ms 
representative, but in his personal and pri- 
vate capacity. This was symbolized in the 
dress with which he entered upon his duties 
upon this great day. Not in the full glory 
of his magnificent robes, but in the white 
linen of humility-and lowliness. We are 
reminded of Him Who said, “Take my yoke, 
- for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls.” 

He acknowledged by his offering that sin 
in himself and his family was more heinous 
than in Israel. It is only thus that we can 
understand why there were two animals for 
the sin-offering, the bullock stood for his 
house, and the kid for Israel. Evidently 
the magnitude of the guilt of one little clan 
was greater than that of the whole nation, 
because it required a more valuable sacrifice 
for its atonement. It was not that there 
was more sin committed in the circle of the 
high priest’s family than in the whole of 
Israel, but that the priest’s sins counted for 
more. The sinfulness of sin is in propor- 
tion to our opportunities of knowing bet- 
ter; and as we ascend in the scale of oppor- 
tunity we aggravate the guilt of our sin- 
nership. If a minister, or a Sunday-school 
teacher, or a professing Christian commit 
the same sinful act as a recent convert from 
heathenism, his sin is more heinous. If in 
the latter case it may be represented by 
fifty pence, in the former it must be repre- 
sented by five hundred. Thus it befell that 
the sin of the great lawgiver, Moses, or of 
David, the sweet psalmist, was followed by 
such awful results, in the one case of ex- 
clusion from the promised land, and in the 
other of a curse that lay heavily on his 
house. They could not sin as ordinary per- 

sons. The greater their light, the severer 
_ their condemnation. 

Notice the solidarity of the family life. 
The high priest offered for himself and his 
house (11). There was not a single sin 
committed by any lad or girl in the priestly 
family, which was not accounted for in the 
action of its head. When Aaron entered 
the Holy of Holies with the blood of the 
bullock, and amid a cloud of incense, 
sprinkled it with his finger on the mercy 
seat, every sin of every member was con- 
fessed and put away; and the whole family 
stood accepted in the deed of its representa- 


himself. 
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tive and head. No man liveth or dieth to : 
The sin of one member of a. 


family reacts upon every other member. 


Not only the shame before man, but the 


responsibility and burden before God. We 
need to act as priests, to confess our broth- 
er’s sin, and to obtain for him as for our- 
selves the grace of forgiveness, restoration, 
and keeping. 

2. Tue Peopte’s Rusric. After the ani- 
mals had been selected—the bullock and 


the ram for the priests, and the two kids 


and the ram for the people—the first act, 


as we have seen, was the offering of the | 


bullock and the sprinkling of its blood 
upon the mercy seat. (2) Then came the 
presentation of the two goats before the 
Lord, and the selection of one of them as 
the scapegoat. (3) Next, the goat for the 
people’s sin-offering was killed, its blood 
was sprinkled on the mercy seat, as that 
of the bullock had been. (4) After this, 
the high priest retired from the most holy 
inner shrine, which he alone of all Israel 
was permitted to enter once a year (Heb. 
ix. 7); and went out to the altar, in the 
sacred court, the horns at the corners of 
which were touched with the blood of bul- 
lock and kid. (5) The sins of Israel’s holy 
things were thus put away, and in order 
to show the absoluteness of their remission, 
the scapegoat which had been awaiting this 
solemn moment was brought nigh that 
Aaron might confess over its head, and 
in a manner transfer to it all the iniquities, 
transgressions, and sins of the people. It 
was then led off into the wilderness, or 
solitary place, by a prepared man,—one 
whom the whole people could trust to 
make sure work. What awe must have 
gathered around that solemn act of trans: 
ference! How solemnly the people must 
have regarded the animal, that was made 
sin for them! How gladly must they have 
reflected that the goat had been led so far 
away, that it would never be able to find 
its way back again! What a relief must 
have passed from heart to heart, as they 
realized that as far as the east is from the 
west, so far had God removed their trans- 
gressions from them. (6) Then Aaron put 
off the linen dress in which he had per- 
formed the heavy services of the day and 
put on his magnificent priestly robes, in 
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which he offered the two rams of burnt- 
offering, significant of his own desire on the 
one hand, and of the people’s on the other, 


‘to be henceforth consecrated and devoted 


to the service of God, with a new _ in- 


_ tensity. By the mercies of God, which had 


been experienced in their forgiveness and 
acceptance, they were now constrained to 
offer and present themselves, their souls 
and bodies, to be a lively sacrifice unto 
God, only asking that they might be ful- 
filled with His grace and heavenly bene- 
diction (Rom. xii. 1, 2). (7) Lastly Aaron 
came out and blessed the waiting people. 

The reference of all this to our Lord its 
clear. This day of atonement is the text 
for the magnificent commentary of He- 
brews vii., viii., ix., and x., which shows 
how every rite spoke of Christ, though by 
force of contrast. His work infinitely ex- 
celled anything that the ancient rites could 
accomplish. These were presented by a 
long series of high priests, they could not 
continue by reason of death; He ever liveth 
and has an unchangeable priesthood (Heb. 
vii. 23). Those priests needed to sacrifice 
for themselves, He was without sin (26, 27, 
28). They always stood in the temple, He 
sat down, because His sacrifice for sin was 
for ever, and never needed repetition (x. 
11). They were able to enter the Holy of 
Holies but once a year, whilst He remains 
there pleading not the blood of bulls and 
goats, but His own matchless atoning death 
Gx 13.14). 

If there were rejoicing among the He- 


brews, because their high priest emerged at 


last in splendid robes to bless them, after 
his long absence; how much more shall His 
people welcome the Lord Jesus, when He 
appears without sin unto salvation, and 
shall take them to be forever where He 
is (ix. 27, 28). 

GotpEN Text: Wherefore he is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him. Heb. wit. 25. 


ISRAEL JOURNEYING TO CANAAN. 
(August 25, Numbers x. 11-13; 29-36.) 


Israel sojourned under the shadow of 
Sinai for about eleven months—long enough 
to see the round of the seasons; but the 
green verdure of the spring and the fading 
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tints of the autumn would leave no trace 
on the appearance of those vast sandstone 
rocks. But what a change had been 
wrought in their condition. They arrived 
there a fugitive and unorganized people; 
they left it a mighty nation in battle array, 
provided with a sacerdotal system which 
was to last for centuries, as a type of the 
priesthood of Christ and His saints; and 
furnished with a code of laws and sanitary 
enactments which have been a model for 
the most civilized peoples of the world. 

The very appearance of the camp indi- 
cated this change. In the midst the sacred 
tent with its brooding cloud, and around 
it the goodly tents of the people “as cedars 
beside the waters.” The priests and the 
Levites pitched immediately around it, in 
the inner circle; and around them again 
the twelve great tribes, three towards each 
point of the compass, guarding the taber- 
nacle as.a most sacred charge, and as the 
center of their national life. 

When the cloud was taken up, the 
priests, through the silver trumpets, gave 
the signal that the camps on the east side 
should begin to lead off the march. Then 
Judah passed on first, followed by Issachar 
and’ Zebulun; and the sons of Gershon 
and Merari, with their six wagons, bearing 
the heavier portions of the tabernacle (vii. 
1-9) came next; and after these Reuben, 
followed by Simeon and Gad; then the long 
lines of Kohathites, carrying on their 
shoulders the vessels of the holy service; 
and lastly, the remaining six tribes in two 
great divisions, the one led by Ephraim and 
the other by Dan. 


1. Moses’ Proposat. During their stay 
at Sinai, it is probable that deputations 
from neighboring tribes visited the people, 
and amongst them was this chieftain of a 
tribe closely related to Moses by marriage. 
Hobab, we are told, was the son of Reuel, 
the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law. Of 
course, he knew the country well, every 
foot of it—where the springs lay, and the 
pastures, and the safest, shortest routes; 
and so Moses approached him with the re- 
quest that he would go with them, to give 
them the benefit of his practical knowledge. 

It was because Moses had never gone 
that way before that he was so eager to 
obtain Hobab’s company, and offered as a 
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bribe that “what goodness the Lord shall 
the same will we do unto 
thee” (x. 32). How closely home does this 
phase of thought come to us all! We do 
not know what may await us at the next 
turn of the path, or at the top of the pass; 
what foes may lurk; what emergencies 
arise; what unexpected barriers arrest our 
steps. What if we are going into the 
midst of the foe; or missing a sweet glen 
with its luscious herbage; or making for a 
cul de sac, through which we shall find no 
aperture, and must return! 
shall we survey the place in time to get 
suitable camping grounds for the coming 
hosts! How well to have a Hobab who 
knows the ground! 

We seek our Hobabs in the advice of 
sage, grey-haired counsellors; in the forma- 
tion of strong, intelligent, and wealthy com- 
mittees; in a careful observance of prece- 
dent. Anything seems better than a sim- 
ple reliance on an unseen guide. Now, in 
one sense, there is no harm in this. We 
have neither right nor need to cut ourselves 
adrift from others, who have had special 
experience in some new ground on which 
we are venturing. It is a mistake to live a 
hermit’s life, thinking out all our own prob- 
lems, and meeting all our own questions as 
best we may. Those who do so are apt to 
become self-opinionated and full of crotch- 
ets. God often speaks to us through our 
fellows; they are His ministers to us for 
good, and we do well to listen to our 
Samuels, our Isaiahs, our Johns. But 
there is also.a great danger that we should 
put man before God; that we should think 
more of the glasses than of that which they 
are intended to reveal; and that we should 
so cling to Hobab, as to become unmindful 
of the true Guide and Leader of souls. 
When we have given Him His right place, 
He will probably restore our judges as at 
the first, and our counsellors as at the be- 
ginning; but the first necessity is that the 
eye should be single towards Himself, so 
that the whole body may- be full of light. 


do unto us, 


2. THe Fatture or Hosas, AND THE 
DivinE SupstituTE. The desert chieftain 
was by.no means enamored of the proposal 
of his great relative. He had no desire to 
leave his tribe, his camping ground, his 
free, careless existence, to link his fortunes 


And then how 
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‘to that great but ill-mannered host. The 
result was that in reply to Moses’ request, 
he said bluntly, “I will not go; but I will 
depart unto mine own land, and to my 
kindred” (v. 30). Moses still further 
urged and entreated him; but whether he_ 
succeeded or not is doubtful; though there’ 
are some reasons for thinking that the 


second request prevailed, because the de- | 
of the Kerite are numbered | 


scendants 
amongst the chosen people (Judges i. 16). 

But it would seem as if his aid were ren- 
dered needless by the provision of guidance: 
immediately promised. Up to this moment 
the position of the ark had been in the 
midst of the host, in front of Ephraim, 
Benjamin, and Manasseh; but henceforth 
it went three days’ journey in front of the 
people, “to seek out a resting place for 
them.” We are left to conceive of its 
lonely journey as it went forward, borne 
by its attendant band of priests and Levites, 
and perhaps accompanied by a little group 
of princes and warriors, and specially by 
the great lawgiver himself. Far behind, at 
a distance of miles, followed the camp with 
its tumult, its murmur of many voices, the 
cries of little children, the measured tramp 
of armed bands. 

That Moses was there is indubitable; for 
the august sentences are recorded with 
which he announced its starting forth and 
its setting down. In the one case, looking into 
the thin air, which seemed to him thronged 
with opposing forces of men and demons, 
he cried, “Rise up, O Lord, and let thine 
enemies be scattered, and let them that hate 
thee flee before thee’; and in the other he 
cried, “Return, O Lord, unto the many 
thousands of Israel’ (ver. 35, 36). Thus 
God Himself superseded the proposal of 
Moses by’ an expedient which more than 
met their needs. 

The Lord Jesus is the true Ark of. the 
Covenant, Who has gone before us through 
the world and death, through the grave 
and the last rally of the hosts of darkness, 
to the glory. We have but to follow Him. 
It is for Him to scatter our enemies, while 
we stand still and see His salvation. It is 
for Him to choose our resting place, while 
we le down and prepare ourselves for new 
obedience. 


GotpEN Text: And the Lord went be- 
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fore them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to 


lead them the way; and by night in a pillar 
of fire, to give them light. Ex. xiii. 21. 


THE TWO REPORTS OF THE SPIES. 


(September 1, Numbers xiii. 17-20; 23-33.) 


It was a weary journey from Kibroth- 
hattaavah to MHazeroth, and thence to 
Kadesh, probably the weariest of the entire 
route. Moses spoke of it afterwards as 
“that great and terrible wilderness” (Deut. 
i. 19). But at last the hosts reached 
Kadesh-barnea, on the very borders of the 
Land of Promise; within sight of the low 
hills, the flying buttresses, so to speak, of 
the verdant tableland, which first arrests 
the eye of the traveler coming up from the 
vast limestone plain of the desert. ; 

How welcome that spectacle, after the 
four hundred miles of journey which had 
occupied the people for the past fifteen 
months! Welcome as the land haze to 
Columbus, or as his native village nestling 
in the embrace of the hills to the return- 
ing traveler. It must have been specially 
grateful to the eye of Moses. No more the 
daily gathering of the manna; -because it 
was a land of wheat and barley, in which 
they should eat bread without scarceness. 
No more the quenching of thirst at the 
water that flowed hot over the desert sand; 
because there would be vines, and fig-trees, 
and pomegranates: it was a land of 
brooks of water, of fountains and depths 
that sprang out of valleys and hills. No 
more the pitching and striking of tent, the 


-setting of the watch, the perpetual move- 


ment; for every man would sit under his 
own vine and fig-tree. After a few years 
spent thus, he might ask to depart in 
peace, and pass home from the Canaan of 
earth to the Sabbath-keeping of heaven. 
He never dreamt that he would be called 
to fight with Moab, and meet Balaam, 
and see every one of those with whom he 
commenced life droop around him. 

1. THe QuarTER FRom Wuicu His 
DISAPPOINTMENT CAME. It came entirely 
from the people. Their first mistake was 
in desiring to spy out the land. It is cer- 
tainly said in these chapters that “the Lord 
spake unto Moses, saying, Send thou men, 
that they may search the land of Canaan” 
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(ver. 1, 2). But the proposal did not 
emanate from the Lord. It had another 
origin, which was disclosed by Moses him- 
self forty years afterwards, in words that 
followed those quoted above, “And ye came 
near unto me, every one of you, and said, 
We will send men before us, and they shall 
search us out the land, and bring us word 
again” (Deut. i. 22), 

As in the case of Saul, the king of 
Israel, God gave them what they would 
have. Their self-will was a profound mis- 
take. Had not God promised to give them 
the land, and could they not trust His 
choice? Were not His eyes ever upon it, 
from the beginning to the end of the year? 


Why need they wish to spy it out? What 
about His promise to give it them? Why, 
then, need they be so anxious to see 


whether they could cope with its possess- 
ors? They had but, as Moses said, to go 
up and possess that which He had given. 

Their second mistake was in receiving 
the discouraging report of the majority of 
the spies. Up to a certain point there was 
perfect agreement between them. “We 
came into the land whither thou sentest. us, 
and surely it floweth with milk and honey, 
and this is the fruit of it.’ Then the ten 
said: “The people are strong, the cities 
are fenced and very great; and, moreover, 
we saw the children of Anak there..... 
We be not able to go up against the people, 
for they are stronger than we” (ver. 28, 31, 
R. V.). But the two, Caleb and Joshua, 
whose names alone linger on our tongues 
as household words, replied, “If the Lord 
delight in us, then he will bring us into 
this land, and give it us” (xiv. 8). 

The difference between the two lay in 
this, that the ten looked at God through 
the difficulties, as when you look at the 
sun through a reversed telescope, and it 
seems indefinitely distant and shorn of its 
glory; while the two looked at difficulties 
through God. But the people sided with 
the ten, and turned aside from the thought 
of God, to dwell long and sadly on the 
stupendous obstacles .that menaced their 
occupation of the land. Here was a fatal 
mistake. Unbelief never. gets beyond the 
difficulties—the cities, the walls, the giants. 
It is always picturing them, dwelling on 
them, pitting them against its own re- 
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sources. Faith, on the other hand, though 
it never minimizes the difficulties, looks 
them steadily in the face, turns from them, 
and looks up into the face of God, and 
counts on Him. This is what the people 
failed to do; and for this they lost Canaan. 
“And the Lord said unto Moses, How long 
will this people not believe in me” (xiv. 
11, R. V.). “We see that they could not 
enter in, because of unbelief” (Heb. iii. 19). 

Thew next nustake was in their murmur- 
ing, which proposed to substitute a captain 
for their tried friend and God-given leader. 
“All the congregation lifted up their voice 
and cried; and the people wept that night. 
And all the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and against Aaron, and said, 
Would God that we had died in the land 
otsHsyptae oes And they said one to an- 
other, Let us make a captain, and let us re- 
turn into Egypt” (xiv. 1-3). 

This was perhaps the bitterest hour in 
Moses’ life. They had proposed to elect a 
captain before, but it was when he was 
away; this proposal was made before his 
face. The people whom he had loved with 
passionate devotion, whose very existence 
was due to his intercession on the mount 
when they were on the point of being de- 
stroyed, had forgotten all that he had done; 
actually proposed to supersede his au- 
thority; and if he would not go with them 
beneath their new-made captain, to leave 
him to his own devices there. And he fell 
on his face before all the congregation. 
What unutterable agony rent his breast !— 
not only that he should be thus set aside, 
but that the anger of God should be thus 
provoked by the people he loved! 

And as he lay there, did he not also, in 
those dark, sad moments, see the crumbling 
of his fairy vision, the falling of a shadow 
over the fair. prospect of his hopes; as 
when a pelting shower of rain hides a lind- 
scape which a moment before had lain ra- 
diant in the summer light? So it has be- 
fallen in our own experience, not once, nor 
twice. We had been on the point of real- 
izing some long-cherished hope. We were 
within a day’s march of it. Our hands had 
already reached across the frontier line, and 
plucked the first-fruits and pressed the lus- 
cious grapes of Eschol to our lips. Then 
suddenly there is some one or more to 
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whom we are tied, and their education is 
not complete. They cannot yet go over 
into the good land; and because they can- 
not, we may not. And as we stand there, 
the voice says, “Tomorrow turn you, and 
get you into the wilderness by the way 
of the Red Sea” (xiv. 25). 

2. His ReFusaL To EscAPE THE DIsAp- 
POINIMENT. The dream of Moses for a 
speedy entrance into the land might even 
yet have been realized. If all the people 
were cut off, and he spared to be a second 
Abraham, the founder of the nation, it 
might be possible even yet for him to pass 
into the good land, and like Abraham set- 
tle there. Thus the trial came into his life. 
Satan tempts us, to reveal the evil in us; 
God, to reveal the good. So God, knowing 
the hidden nobleness of His faithful ser- 
vant, and eager that it should be revealed 
to the world, suggested to him a proposal, 
that He should smite the people with pesti- 
lence, and disinherit them, and make of 
him a nation greater and mightier than 
they. 

There are few grander passages in the 
whole Bible than that in which Moses puts 
away the testing suggestion as impossible 
(xiv. 15, 16). Then quoting the word 
which God had spoken into his heart on 
that memorable occasion when he passed 
down the mountain gorge, he pleaded that 
He would pardon the people according 
unto the greatness of His mercy, as He 
had been doing from the first of leaving 
Egypt until then. In other words, Moses 
would not have the rest he longed for at 
the sacrifice of a ray of God’s glory, or of 
the people with whom his life was linked, 
though they had sadly plagued and dis- 
owned him. And so he turned away from: 
the open gate into Paradise, and again 
chose rather to suffer with the people in 
their afflictions than enjoy the pleasures of 
Canaan alone. 

Let us ponder this lesson; and when next 
a dear delight is within our reach, and it 
will be more for the glory of God and the 
good of others to turn from it, let us ask 
for grace to take the rugged path of the 
wilderness, though it mean a lonely life 
for forty years, and a death on Pisgah. 

GotpEN Text: The Lord is with us: 
fear them not. Num. xiv. 9. 
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THE SIN OF NADAB AND ABIHU. 
(Temperance Lesson.) 
(August 11, Leviticus x. 1-11.) 


It seems to be taken as granted that this 
sin, with its terrible judgment, was due to 
the excessive use of wine. The prohibition 
and accompanying admonitions, in ver. 
8-11, following immediately upon their sin 
and the fatal catastrophe which followed, 
have given rise naturally to the opinion 
that these two priests were under the in- 
fluence of intoxication, when they com- 
mitted the offence which brought upon 
them such condign judgment. In any case, 
our knowledge of the intemperate habits 
of the ancient Egyptians, shows the need 
and, certainly, the fitness of such a caution, 
even to those who served God in the sanc- 
tuary; and. amongst a people so recently 
in Egypt themselves, lest God’s worship 
should be defiled by habits of drink. 

As to the sin of Nadab and Abihu, if 
this incident occurred at the time of conse- 
crating and dedicating the altar, they pre- 
sumed upon an office, committed to Moses. 
Or, if some time after, they encroached on 
the office of their father, as high priest. 
But their offence went much farther than 
mere informality. They ventured, without 
authority, to undertake that which was 
ranked among the most exalted and solemn 
of all priestly functions—the offering of 
incense. Not only did they presume to 
usurp a service which belonged only to one, 
but to intrude into the Holiest of All, where 
even the high priest could go but once a 
year, and under limitations. 

We are told that they “offered strange 
fire before Jehovah.’ What strange fire 
means is not certain, but the probability is 
that, instead of taking the fire for their 
censers, from the altar of God, they used 
common fire. 

This opens a great field, both of thought 
and research. When Elijah prayed on 
Mount Carmel, we are told that “the fire 
of the Lord fell.” What is this fire of the 
Lord? 

We believe that it is the uniform teach- 


ing of the Old Testament, that God indi- 
cated His acceptance of human offerings 
by sending down fire to consume them. 
This was doubtless the way He signified 
His acceptance of Abel’s lamb, and the 
word translated “accept” (in Ps. xx. 3) 
literally means “to turn to ashes.” It is 
noticeable that, on the great occasions when 
iuitial acts of worship and offering oc- 
curred, as at the dedication of the taber- 
nacle, and temple, fire fell from God upon 
the sacrifice (Lev. ix. 24; 2 Chron. vii. 1). 
Once lit by God, it was to be kept alive by 
man, and never allowed to go out (Lev. 
vi. 9-13). If it should go out, man was not 
to rekindle it; but, like Elijah at Carmel, 
plead with God to restore the heavenly 
flame. 

It will be seen, therefore, that to light 
a- fire on God’s altars by ordinary means, 
and especially to bring common coals when 
the sacred fires were burning, was an act 
not only of informality and impropriety, 
but of daring, blasphemous profanity. In 
this case it was doubly profane and pre- 
sumptuous, because, immediately before, 
the fire of the Lord had fallen (ix. 24). 

Notice also the strange retribution of 
these sinners. The fire of the Lord, which 
they thus despised, “went out from the 
Lord and consumed them.” 

If this were a sin, due to strong drink, 
what a warning against its use! It is 
proverbial that intoxication makes men 
presumptuous and reckless. Drink unseats 
reason and debauches conscience, so that 
things contrary alike to the intellectual 
and moral sense, the drunkard boldly does. 
He tramples upon everything that is right 
and good, pure and sacred. He becomes a 
beast, and often practically a demon. How 
strange is it, that, with full knowledge of 
these facts and tendencies, any man can 
trifle with so destructive an indulgence! 


THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. 


(August 18, Leviticus xvi. 5-22.) 


In the Talmud this is called Yoma—the 
day. It was the great day of national bhu- 
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miliation, the only such day enjoined in the 
Mosaic Code. In ver. 3-10, an outline of 
the whole observance is given, the rest of 
the chapter dealing in details. It was kept 
five days before the feast of tabernacles. 
Some think the day was instituted on ac- 
count of the sin and punishment of Nadab 
and Abihu; others, because of Moses’ 
descent from the mount with the second 


tables of the law, proclaiming forgiveness - 


for the great sin of calf worship. 

Certain features should not be lost sight 
of, if we would see the real significance of 
the day. 

1. It was kept as a Sabbath of Sabbaths, 
all work set aside for “afflicting their 
souls.” : 

2. Only on this day could the high priest 
venture into the “Holiest of All.” 

3. Two goats were presented before the 
Lord, and by lot, one was chosen for 
Jehovah and the other for Azazel. 

4. Then a young bullock was sacrificed 
for the sins of the high priest and his 
family. 

5. Then with the blood of the bullock, 
and a censer, he entered the most holy 
place, where he burned the incense and 
sprinkled the blood seven times eastward. 

6. Then the goat for Jehovah was slain 
and its blood sprinkled like that of the 
bullock. 

‘7. Then the sins of the people were con- 
fessed over the head of the goat “for 
Azazel,” and it was led away and let loose 
in an uninhabited place. 

These are the central rites, though there 
are many minor details. A natural grada- 
tion may be seen in the ceremonies of the 
day; the high priest and his family first 
being cleansed; then atonement being made 
by the purified priest, for the sanctuary 
and all in it; then for the brazen altar in 
the court, and last, for the sins of all the 
people. 

The lessons, most important, are as fol- 
lows :— 


1, The blood pervades the whole of the . 


ceremonial. It is never so conspicuous, 
even in the Passover. The bullock’s blood, 
the blood of the slain kid, the blood of the 
two rams, made the day one in which the 
blood of atonement was constantly before 
the people. 
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2. The dual ceremony of the two kids 
is peculiar to this day. Many explanations, 
some very abstruse and farfetched, are 
offered, as to the goat for Azazel. This 
word means “removal,” and the simplest 
and most natural view is that the slain goat 
represented expiation by blood; and the 
live goat, led away out of the sight of the 
people and from before the Lord’s presence, © 
represents the effect of blood atonement in 
the removal of offences, as a barrier to 
fellowship with God—it was the putting 
away of sin, from before His face. Here — 
is the twofold effect of our Lord’s atoning 
work—it secures expiation of guilt, and - 
practical annihilation of offences as though — 
one had never sinned. 

3. The fourfold action of the high priest 
is also most important as a type of Christ. 

(1) The sacrificial act—slaying and 
offering the victims on the altar. 

(2) Entering with the blood into the 
holiest place as an intercessor, in garments 
of humiliation. 

(3) Accomplishing the service of priest- 
hood and perfecting atonement. 

(4) Emerging in garments of glory and 
beauty and pronouncing blessing on the 
people. These four parts of the work are 
referred to and applied typically in Hebrews 
ix.—a chapter which will richly repay any 
amount of close study. (See Chap. ix. 7-28; 
particularly, as to the fourfold significance, 
ver. 13, 7, 24, 28.) 


ISRAEL JOURNEYING TO CANAAN. 
(August 25, Numbers x. 11-13; 29-36.) 


This is the only general glimpse we get 
of the wilderness journey as a whole, and 
this should determine our treatment of the 
subject. : 

1. It was under Divine guidance. The 
cloud was the symbol and visible expression 
of the presence of Jehovah, and its move- 
ments. controlled theirs. When it was 
“taken up,” they struck tents and began the 
march; when it rested, they pitched tents 
again—a great lesson for all the Lord’s pil- 
grim people—that their activity and rest 
should both be under His leadership; and 
that to be still and rest is just as much a 
part of His plan as to be active and moving 
(Prov. ili. 6). The quiet times in the 
closet when we are doing nothing but wait- 
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ing on Him, receiving grace, storing up 
knowledge of His word, learning His will 
and how to do it, are not lost times; they 
prepare for work of the right quality, for 
which quantity must never be substituted. 
Sometimes we have to be laid on the sick 
bed, because not otherwise can the Lord 
secure the opportunity for us to get this 
needed quiet, and, for Himself to impart 
blessing. This is especially important in 


’ these days of pushing, driving, restless ac- 


tivity, when the passive life, the resting, 
waiting mood has so little chance for cul- 
tivation. Everything in our action suffers 
degeneration and damage when this opposite 
side of experience, which is really accumula- 
tion of energy, is neglected. 


2. The wilderness journey was also in 
God’s own order. The standard of Judah, 
the Messianic tribe, led the way, with the 
appointed banners and leaders of the host. 
The tribes all moved in a given order, with 
the tabernacle in the midst, with its ap- 
pointed bearers. 

Nothing prescribed by God was of no 
consequence; all had a reason and a mean- 
ing. The marching order is prescribed in 
chapter ii., extraordinary care being taken 
for the safe conveyance of the holy things. 
Judah, followed by the tribes of Issachar 
and Zebulun, led the van; then followed the 
Gershonites and Merarites, with the heavier, 
coarser material of the tabernacle. Next in 
order were the flank divisions of Reuben 
and Ephraim, and then the Kohathites, who 
bore on their shoulders the most sacred 
utensils, and occupied the very center of the 
moving multitude. They were also so far 
behind the others who belonged to the 
Levitical body, that, before the Kohathites 
reached the place of encampment, they 
would have time to have reared the frame- 
work of the sacred tent of meeting for the 
reception of the holy furniture. Finally 
followed Dan with the associated tribes, 
bringing up the rear. 

To make this permanently impressive, we 
add a simple diagram, showing the location 
of the tribes when at rest, and the same 
diagram may show the respective positions 
when in motion, by noting the above para- 
graph, the main thing being the location of 
the tabernacle in the midst of the host, 
whether in motion or at rest. 
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The above is the order in Camp. 
On the Marcu, they were as follows: 
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THE TWO REPORTS OF THE SPIES. 
(September 1, Numbers xiii. 17-20; 23-33.) 


In one respect there was but one report 
of the land—all the twelve spies agreed up 
to a certain point. 

“And they told him, and said, We came 
unto the land whither thou sentest us, and 
surely it floweth with milk and honey; and 
this is the fruit of it. 
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“Nevertheless the people be strong that 
dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, 
and very great: and moreover we saw the 
children of Anak there.” Ver. 27, 28. 

This should be noticed, because it is often 
overlooked, and one of the most valuable 
lessons is lost thereby. All the spies re- 
ported two things, in unanimous agreement: 
First, the land was every way desirable and 
inviting in itself; second, the people that 
dwelt in it were strong, and some of them 
were giants. Joshua and Caleb not only 
gave the same report about the land but also 
about the people; they saw the difficulties 
in the way, as well as the advantages, and 
did not underrate them. But, from this 
point on, there was divergence; and this is 
one of the main lessons, if not the central 
lesson of all. 

The ten spies lost sight of God. They 
could not see God, for seeing the giants who 
stood between. They were paralyzed with 
fear and terror. How explicit is the Scrip- 
ture in showing us where the disloyalty to 
God began! 

“But the men that went up with Caleb 
said: We be not able to go up against the 
people; for they are stronger than we. 

“And they brought up an evil report of 
the land which they had searched unto the 
children of Israel, saying, The land, 
through which we have gone to search it, 
is a land that eateth up the inhabitants 
thereof; and all the people that we saw in 
it are men of a great stature. 

“And there we saw the giants, the sons 
of Anak, which come of the giants: and 
we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, 
and so we were in their sight.’ Ver. 31-33. 

Caleb and Joshua, while they agreed with 
the rest as to the strength of their foes, saw 
Jehovah in His gianthood; and, while the 
other ten spies saw themselves as grass- 
hoppers beside the Anakim, to the two faith- 
ful men, even the giants were less than 
grasshoppers beside the great God Who 
filled the whole horizon of their view. And, 
when the people were all seized with panic, 
and caught the fear of the ten spies, they 
stilled the people before Moses, and said, 
“Let us go up at once, and possess it; for 
we are well able to overcome it” (ver. 30). 

“Only rebel not ye against the Lord, 
neither fear ye the people of the land; for 
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they are bread for us; their defence is de- 
parted from them, and the Lord is with us; 
fear them not” (xiv. 9). . 

‘What a sublime lesson is this! We need | 
not shut our eyes to the real difficulties of 
life, but calmly and candidly weigh them at 
their full value; but we must not get our 
eyes off God. There are two ways off 
treating our circumstances; we may put 
them between us and God, in which case 
they hide Him from our eyes; or we may 
put God between ourselves and our circum- — 
stances, in which case He hides them. 
One is the course of unbelief and dis- 
obedience and the other is the course of 
obedience and faith. 


2. The second great lesson is akin to 
this—that it is of all consequence to have 
God on our side. One with God is a ma- 
jority. If God be for us who can be against 
us? We are more than conquerors. This 
was the plea of Joshua and Caleb. They did 
not belittle the gigantic stature and strength 
of the foes, but they said, “Jehovah is with 
us—their defence is departed from them, 
but the Lord is our stay”; and, instead of 
their devouring us, “they shall be bread for 
us; fear them not.” 

What extremes of panic may take pos- 
session of a whole people is seen in the 
fact that they would have stoned the faith- 
ful men who pleaded with them to trust 
God and go ahead but for the “glory of 
the Lord” which interposed to prevent! 
How long it takes even believers to learn 
that God may safely be trusted! And that, 
if He is on their side all opposition even 
of giant foes is vain. 

3. Another beautiful lesson is found in 
the ultimate reward of this fidelity. Not 
only did Joshua and Caleb enter the land 
while all the murmurers fell in the wilder- 
ness, but we learn-that Joshua was per- 
mitted to succeed Moses and lead the way 
into Canaan, and to Caleb was given as 
his portion the very stronghold of the 
Anakim in Hebron. We can do no better 
than to read the simple story, just as 
written :— 

“Then the children of Judah came unto 
Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb, the son of 
Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto him, 
Thou knowest the thing that the Lorp said 


ite | a 


The Lessons of the Lesson. 


unto Moses the man of God concerning me 
and thee in Kadesh-barnea. 

“Forty years old was I when Moses the 
servant of the Lorp sent me from Kadesh- 
barnea to espy out the land; and I brought 
him word again as it was in mine heart. 

“Nevertheless my brethren that went up 
with me made the heart of the people melt: 
but I wholly followed the Lorp my God. 

“And Moses sware on that day, saying, 
Surely the land whereon thy feet have trod- 
den shall be thine inheritance, and thy chil- 
dren’s forever, because thou hast wholly 
followed the Lorp my God. 

“And now, behold, the Lorp hath kept 
me alive, as he said, these forty and five 
years, even since the Lorp spake this word 
unto Moses, while the children of Israel 
wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I 
am this day fourscore and five years old. 

“As yet I am as strong this day as I was 
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in the day that Moses sent me: as my 
strength was then, even so is my strength 
now, for war, both to go out, and to 
come in. 

“Now therefore give me this mountain, 
whereof the Lorp spake in that day; for 
thou heardest in that day how the Anakims 
were there, and that the cities were great 
and fenced: if so be the Lorn will be with 
me, then I shall be able to drive them out, 
as the Lorp said. 

“And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an 
inheritance. : 

“Hebron therefore became the inheritance 
of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite 
unto this day, because that he wholly fol- 
lowed the Lorp God of Israel. 

“And the name of Hebron before was 
Kirjath-arba; which Arba was a great man 
among the Anakims.” Josh. xiv. 6-15. 


BIBLE NOTES FOR DAILY DEVOTIONS. 


AUGUST, 1907: 


E regret to have to announce that 
Dr. Campbell Morgan will 
again have to discontinue temporarily 
his editorial work on the REcoRD OF 
Cristian Work. The burden of ad- 
ditional work which he has assumed 
this winter has severely taxed _ his 
strength, and to avoid a complete 
breakdown his doctors have advised 
his giving up all literary work for the 
balance of the year. With the begin- 
ning of the New Year Dr. Morgan 
will continue the Bible Notes for! Daily 
Devotions, completing the Old Testa- 
ment by the mid-year of 1908. 

During the intervening months we 
have arranged to continue the Bible 
Notes by substituting a series of 
studies in the Psalms. These notes 
were prepared a number of years ago 
by the late Major D. W. Whittle, and 
we feel sure that they will be appre- 
ciated for their spiritual insight, as 


well as for their expository value. 
These studies in the Psalms will con- 
tinue through the remainder of 1907, 
and with January, 1908, we will again 
resume the studies in the Old Testa- 
ment under Dr. Morgan.—[Eprror] 


Thursday, rst. Psalm 1. 


Ver. r “The man that walketh.” Every 
man walks in one road or another. How he 
walks, and where he walks, determine his 
happiness here, and his destiny hereafter. 
There is but one way to keep from walking 
in the counsel of the ungodly, and that is 
by walking in the counsel of the godly. So 
1 John ii. 6, “He that saith he abideth in 
him, ought himself also so to walk even as 
he walked’; and 1 Peter ii. 21, “Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that we should follow his steps.” To keep 
from “standing in the way of sinners,’ we 
must take our stand for Jesus, and be in 
fellowship with His people, and “stand 
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therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness” (Eph. vi. 14, etc.). To keep 
out of the seat of the scornful, we must 
keep in the seat of the humble disciple “sit- 
ting at the feet” of our meek and lowly 
Redeemer, and learning of Him. Soif aman 
walks right, stands right, and is seated 
right, he will be truly blessed. 

Ver. 2. See in this verse how the man 
is rooted. He “delights” in the law, and he 
“meditates” in it. Not one day in seven 
simply, but “day and night.” 

Ver. 3. From these deep-rootings comes 
fruitfulness. 

Ver. 4to 6. The ungodly, having no root, 
have no fruitfulness and no stability. They 
may shoot up like the sunflower for awhile, 
but they disappear as quickly, “like the chaff 
which the wind driveth away.” 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


Lilies of the valley love to grow in clus- 
ters, and saints love holy company, and yet 
in some cases it must not be; they must live 
among thorns—grace struggling in loneli- 
ness is very choice in God’s esteem. If man 
sees thee not, O believer, thou mayest never- 
theless sing, “Thou God seest me.” The 
flower that blooms for God alone has a spe- 
cial honor put upon it, and so hath the 
saint whose quiet life is all for Jesus. If 
you are unappreciated by those around you, 
do not therefore be distressed, for you are 
honorable in the sight of God. The lily 
should rejoice that it is a lily and not a 
thorn, and when it is wounded it: should 
consider it a matter of course and bloom on. 


Friday, 2nd. Psalm ii. 
From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


In the early ages, men full of the thoughts 
of Christ could never read the Psalms with- 
out being reminded of their Lord. They 
probably had no system or fixed theory as 
to all the Psalms referring to Christ; but 
unthinkingly, or rather instinctively, as we 
might say, they found their thoughts wan- 
dering to their Lord, as the one Person in 
Whom these breathings, these praises, these 
desires, these hopes, these deep feelings 
found their only true and full realization. 
Hence Augustine said to his hearers, as he 
expounded to them this book, that “the 
voice of Christ and His Church was well 
nigh the only voice to be heard in the 
Psalms” ; and, on another occasion, “Every- 
where diffused throughout is that Man 
Whose Head is above, and Whose mem- 
bers are below.” 
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_In some instances, the Head exclusively 
speaks, or is spoken of, and in a few others 
the members alone; but generally the strain 
is such in feeling and matter that the Head 
and members together can use the harp and 
utter the song. And so important are these 
holy songs, that nearly fifty of them are re- 
ferred to in the New Testament and applied 
to Christ. 

The title of this psalm might be—The 


certainty of the Righteous Oné’s exaltation 


to the throne. The view taken of Messiah 
by the world and by Jehovah is the theme; 
our eye is fixed on the purpose of Jehovah, 
triumphantly accomplished in Messiah’s 
glory, in spite of all opposition. 

The quotation of ver. 1 and 2 in Acts iv. 
25 countenances us in asserting that the 
psalm speaks of the enmity of the world to 
the Righteous One from the period of His 
first coming onward to His second ap- 
pearing. : 

Does the reader not recognize in ver. 10 
the voice of the tender, compassionate Sav- 
iour? Compare Prov. i. 23 and 26. (Ver. 
12), “Kiss the Son”; this is saving faith. 
Be well pleased with Him with Whom the 
Father is well pleased. 


Saturday, 3rd: Psalms iti. and iv. 


To read the title of Psalm iii. adds to its 
value. “A psalm of David when he fled 
from Absalom, his son.” 

Ver. rand 2. It is a time of sorrow to a 
child of God to have the world against him 
and hating him. The sorrow is intensified 
when Christian friends and members of his 
own family turn away from him. But the 
heaviest burden of all for him to bear is 
when he hears from those around him what 
his own troubled heart echoes, “There is 
no help for him in God.’ David groaned 
under the curses of Shimei and said, “Let 
him alone, the Lord hath bidden him.” Un- 
der affliction, the remembrance of sin and 
the consciousness of unworthiness, makes 
the believer specially liable to the assault 
of Satan, that he is cast off of God. See 
how David got the victory. He looked to 
God, first as his “shield.” So in Christ our 
transgressions are covered. He, as our 
shield, has received the curse of the law. 
Second, His “glory.”’ Our glory (Gal. vi. 
14) is in the cross. When “God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. v. 18). Third, “the lifter up of his 
head.” So in Christ raised from the dead, 
we are lifted up, for “He was raised for 


d 


; 
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our justification,’ and “He ever liveth to 
make intercession for us.” So David cried 
unto the Lord, thus revealed unto him, and 


kept on crying, until he knew that the Lord: 


heard him, then he lay down and slept as 
peacefully as a child in the arms of its 
mother, and awoke refreshed, for “the Lord 
sustained him,” and went out to battle with- 
out fear, for the Lord was with him. 

In Psalm: iv. note results of seeking 
God :— : 

1. Enlarged in distress, ver. 1. 

2. Right views of sin and its effects, 
vier 2. 

3. Separation of God’s children from the 
world, ver. 3. 

4. Sanctification of heart, ver. 4. 

5. Righteousness of life, ver. 5. 

6. The light of God’s countenance, mani- 
festing His approval, ver. 6. We have this, 
by our reconciliation to God, in Christ, Who 
“was made sin for us, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him” 
(CAC Or val taal), ’ 

7. Gladness from the Lord, ver. 7. 

8. Put to sleep by Jesus (see 1 Thess. 
iv. 14), to rest in peace and safety until the 
resurrection morning, ver. 8. 


Sunday, 4th. Psalm v. 


Ver. rt to 3. We are given here a view 
of David as a man of prayer, that we may 
be instructed in the things that the disciples 
wanted, when they said, “Lord, teach us to 
pray.” Note, first, that David’s mind was 
upon his prayer; he “meditated” over it. 
Second, his heart was in it, for, as he medi- 
tated, he “cried” unto the Lord. Third, he 
formed his meditations into words. We are 
not thinking to any purpose if our thoughts 
do not frame themselves into language, 
even if the language be unspoken by our 
lips. Fourth, his voice was used in his 
prayer. “Hearken unto the voice of my 
cry,” “My voice shalt thou hear.” It is 
good to be far away from.human ears, and 
to use the voice, when none but God can 
hear. Fifth, he magnified God in his prayer. 
See three different titles used by him— 
“Lord,” “God,” and “King.” Sixth, he ap- 
propriated God as being in covenant rela- 
tions to Him—“My God,’ “My King.” 
Seventh, he drew near, and addressed him- 
self to God alone. “Unto thee will I pray.” 
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“T direct my prayer unto thee.” Eighth, he 
sought the face of God in the morning be- 
fore he had seen the face of man. Ninth, 
after sending up his prayer, he waited in 
expectation for an answer. “And will look 
up.” 

Ver. 4 to 6. He implies that these things 
of evil had been put away by him. 

Ver. 7. Whatever others may do, this 
shall be my course. 

Ver. 8. J shall meet opposition in thus 
serving Thee; lead and protect me, O my 
God. 

Ver. 9 and to. Granting the description 
in verse 9, there must be the judgment of 
verse 10. 


From John Trapp: 


Respect may be had to the recompense of 
reward. We may make it our aim (2 Cor. 
iv. 18), though not our highest aim. 

Moses cast an eye when he was on his 
journey (Heb. xi. 26). He stole a look 
from glory, and got fresh encouragement. 

The true Christian counts all that he 
can do for God but a little of that much he 
owes Him, and that he could gladly be- 
teem Him. But what a wretched monk 
was that that died with these words in his 
mouth, “Lord pay me heaven, for Thou 
owest it!” 


Monday, sth. Psalm vi. 


Four things are made prominent in this 
psalm as burdening the heart of David. 
First, his soul was under a sense of God’s 
displeasure for sin. Second, his enemies 
were persecuting him. Third, he was suf- 
fering from sickness of the body. Fourth, 
the grave seemed dark to him, and he was 
longing for a revelation of “life and in- 
corruption through the. gospel’ (2 Tim. 
i. 10). “We that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened” (2 Cor. v. 4). We 
know from Psalm xii. 9 to 11 that David 
had had revealed to him by the Spirit the 
fact of existence beyond the grave, and the 
truth as to the resurrection of the body, so 
that the fifth verse cannot be taken as a 
statement of belief, but rather the cry of a 
distressed soul, assaulted by Satan, as we 
are assaulted by Satan, with the fear of 
death and the grave. So Heb. ii. 15.- 

Note how his petitions express his needs, 
and how the expression of his needs is met 
by God’s abundant supply, according to 
Phil. iv: 19. 
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First, for his sins, “Have mercy upon me, 


O Lord.” 
Second, for relief from his enemies, “O 


Lord, deliver my soul.” 

Third, for bodily infirmity, “O Lord, heal 
me.” 

Fourth, for fear of death, “Oh, save me 
for thy mercies’ sake.” 

Result: “The Lord hath heard the voice 
of my weeping, the Lord hath heard my 


supplications; he will receive my prayer.” 


From Mr. Moody: 


In the eighth chapter of John, it tells 
about a great many Christians that are 
groping in darkness; and I hear a great 
many persons say they feel just so. I will 
tell you the reason. You have got away 
from Christ. I contend that it is utterly 
impossible for any child of God to walk in 
darkness who is following Him. Why? 
Because He is the light of the world. If 
you just get near Him, you will have the 
light all around you. If people would stop 
looking at themselves, and would look up 
to Christ, and keep looking at Him, they 
would have peace and light and joy all the 
while. 


Tuesday, 6th. Psalm vii. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


The Book of Psalms has been called a 
“Hymn book for all times,’ and someone 
has said, “The key to the Psalter lies in a 
pierced hand.” This psalm is the righteous 
one’s cry for righteous retribution. 

It is the voice of one who’ betakes him- 
self to Jehovah as only Adullam-cave, and 
who makes his cave of refuge ring with his 
vehement appeals. 

Shiggaion is in all probability to be 
taken as expressing the nature of the com- 


position. It conveys the idea of something 
erratic in the style. Compare Habakkuk 
iii, 1 


Cush, possibly some one of Saul’s retinue. 

Ver. 1-5. We have those here who were 
His adversaries without a cause. Compare 
Olina eeven 25: 

Ver. 6. Compare Acts xvii. 31. 

In ver. 7 we see all the tribes gathered 
round the Lord’s tribunal; and “over that 
congregation,” or assembly, the Lord takes 
His seat. 

Ver. &. 

Ver. To. 


Compare John y. 22, 27. 

“My defence is in God’—lit- 
erally, “My shield is upon God.” Like Ps. 
Ixii. 7, “My salvation is upon God.’ The 
idea may be taken from the armor-bearer, 
ever ready at hand to give the needed 
weapon to the warrior. 

The remainder of this judgment-day 
psalm presents us with a view of the fear- 
ful overthrow of the ungodly. We see Je- 


hovah’s daily anger (ver. 11), which is in 
other words His daily hatred of sin. 
“Judging righteously, while every day find- 
ing cause of anger.” 

Ver. 17. The “Hallelujah, Amen!” of 


Revelation xix. 1-4. 
From Samuel Rutherford’s Letters: 


“Since faith apprehendeth pardon, but 
never payeth a penny for it, no marvel that 
salvation doth not die and live, ebb or flow, 
with the working of faith. But because it 
is your Lord’s honor to believe His mercy 
and His fidelity, it is infinite goodness in 
our Lord that misbelief giveth a dash to 
our Lord’s glory, and not to our salvation. 
And so whoever want (yea, howbeit God 
here bear with the want of what we are 
obliged to give Him, even the glory of His 
grace by believing), yet a poor covenanted 
sinner wanteth not. But if guiltiness were 
removed, doubtings would find no friend, 
nor life; and yet faith is to believe the re- 
moval of guiltiness in Christ.” 


Wednesday, 7th. Psalm viii. 


Ver. 1. The starry heavens were very 
beautiful and glorious as David looked up 
at them from the hills of Judea, but all 
their glory was as nothing to him compared 
to the glory of Jehovah their maker. “Thy 
glory above the heavens” filled his soul. If 
the beauty of creation, and the wonders of 
the universe, do not lead us to the recogni- 
tion and adoration of a personal Creator, 
the very enjoyment they may give us, and 
the admiration they may excite, cannot be 
permanently elevating. 

Ver. 2. In keeping with 1 Cor. i. 27 to 29. 
“God hath chosen the weak things of this 
world... . that no flesh should glory in 
his presence.” So, to know God at all, we 
must have the humble spirit that says: “O 
God, I don’t know anything; teach me.” 

Ver. 3. “When I consider.’ Study into; 
think over; meditate upon. So the careful 
study of astronomy and of all other sciences 
should be encouraged by the devout. To 
the truly wise, the more they learn, the 
deeper will be their humility, the more de- 
vout they will become. All created things 
to David were but the work of “God’s 
fingers.” 

Ver. 4. Here the humility wrought by a 
right apprehension of the greatness and 
goodness of God. 

Ver. 5 and 6. Study these verses with 
Heb. ii. 6 to 9, and more light as to God’s 


purposes in man’s redemption throug" 
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Christ will be obtained than from any part 
of the Bible. It is a wonderful subject, 
and makes this eighth Psalm blaze brighter 
than the stars, when once it is understood. 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


Our observation has taught us that if the 
Lord be away at other times, He is never 
absent from His people in the article of 
death, or in the furnace of affliction. Yes, 
beloved, it is God’s use and wont to keep 
company with His afflicted people; and yet 
He forsook His Son, for our sakes, in the 
hour of His.tribulation! How usual it is 
to see the Lord with His faithful witnesses 
when visiting even unto blood! Read the 
“Book of Martyrs.” Did the Lord ever 
fail to support a martyr at the stake? Did 
He ever forsake one of His testifiers upon 
the scaffold? The testimony of the Church 
has always been that while the Lord has 
permitted His saints to suffer in body He 
has so divinely sustained their spirits that 
they have been more than conquerors, and 
have treated their sufferings as light afflic- 
tions. The fire has not been “a bed of 
roses,’ but it has been a chariot of victory. 
The sword is sharp, and death is bitter; 
but the love of Christ is sweet, and to die 
for Him has been turned into glory. No, it 
is not God’s way to forsake His champions, 
not to leave even the least of His children 
in the trial hour. 


Thursday, 8th. Psalm ix. 


Ver. tz. Whom to praise: “The Lord.” 
How to praise: “With my whole heart,” 
and by showing forth God’s works. The 
praise of the lips should ever be accom- 
panied by the praise of a godly life. God’s 
marvelous work in making a sinful man 
holy is praise that God is truly glorified by, 
and that the world cannot scoff at. 


Ver. 2. Praising people are always joy- 
ful people. 
Ver. 3. So let us have the presence of 


the Lord ever with us, and our enemies will 
~ be “turned back.” 

Ver. 4 to 6. Six things that David gives 
the Lord all the glory of doing. “Thou,” 
six times. Note marginal reading of ver. 6. 
The antichrist is undoubtedly referred to. 

Ver. 7 and 8. ‘The revelation of Jesus as 
Israel’s Messiah, to overthrow antichrist 
and set up His kingdom. 

Ver. 9. True now of all who sing— 
“Other refuge have I none, hangs my help- 
less soul on thee,” and true for persecuted 
Israel in the latter days. 

Ver. to. The “name” is intended to re- 


693 


veal the moral attributes of the person. 
“Jesus” reveals God. It is those who know 
God by that name that truly know Him and 
truly trust Him. So John i. 18; Phil. ii. 
9, 10. 

Ver. 1. “Dwelleth in Zion.” 
upon the throne of David. 

Ver. 12. Every drop of blood that God’s 
enemies have drawn from His people, every 
tear they have been caused to shed, every 
groan they have uttered, will be remembered 
when God shall judge the world. 

Ver. 16 and 17. The judgment which 
God executeth is made known in ver. 17. 
By this judgment He is known as just, 
holy, good, and hating sin. How much need 
in our time of the petition of ver. 20. 


Christ 


From John Trapp: 


What a man is, he is in a temptation. 
Satan can work but according to the mat- 
ter he findeth in us. The wind addeth no 
water to the sea, it only maketh the waves 
to rise and surge. The fire addeth nothing 
to the water, but maketh it to boil. 

The seeing of God in crosses as the chief 
agent, whatever the instrument be, is an 
excellent help to true patience. If a man 
meet a prince, and know him not, he will 
not give him due reverence; so if we see 
not God in our sufferings we shall not so 
well submit to Him. 


Friday, oth. Psalm x. 


Ver. 1. This is the prayer of all of God’s 
saints during the period of “man’s day” 
upon the earth, until the appearing of Christ 
in power to punish sin and set up His 
kingdom. So Heb. x. 36 and 37—“Ye have 
need of patience... . for yet a little while 
and he that shall come, will come, and will 
not tarry.’ So in Rey. vi. 10, the souls of 
the martyrs cry out from under the altar, 
“How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost 
thou not judge and avenge our blood on 
them that dwell on the earth?” So Luke 
xviii. 7 and 8. 

Ver. 2 to 11. A wonderful description of 
the nature of sin that attaches to every 
fallen one of Adam’s race. There will be a 
concentration and condensation of all these 
attributes of wickedness in the wicke? one 
of the last days (Daniel ix. 27; 2 Thess. ii. 
8 to 10), and he is the one here portrayed. 
In him the world will see the full blossoming 
forth of what unregenerate human nature 


culminates in. With this in view, how great 
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the dishonor done to our Lord Jesus Christ’ 


_to call Him “the development of man,” “the 
highest evolution of human nature,” etc. 
He was the Lord from heaven; the second 
man; the beginning of a new creation, into 
which we enter by a new birth. The old 
creation culminates in this photograph of 
the wicked one. 

Ver. r2 to 18. The coming of Christ in 
judgment the only remedy against “the 
wicked one,” “the man of the earth.” When 
He, “the King forever and ever, shall 
come,” He shall destroy that wicked one 
with the breath of His mouth. 


The prophecies in the New Testament as 
to the second coming of our Lord, I have 
no doubt will be literally fulfilled. The fact 
is, my friends, the world is going to de- 
struction, and what God wants is to have 
us come out from it. Christ has redeemed 
a people from this world, and He is now 
taking them out of it. The sons of light 
ought to grow stronger and stronger, but 
wicked men are waxing worse and worse. 
Don’t flatter yourselves, my dear friends, 
that the world is going to be better and 
better. 


From Mr. Moody: 


Saturday, roth. Psalm +i. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


There are fifty-three psalms which bear 
this inscription, “To the Chief Musician.” 
The. word means “standing over” as a fore- 
man, and is used of the arrangements made 
in regard to the Levites in their courses. 

Ver. t. In ver; 1 there is a sneer on the 
part of the foe, at Mount Zion and its bul- 
warks; but in it the Lord’s host have their 
secure resort, for they find there the Lord 
Himself. And then the Lord is preparing 
ie ek a sortie in behalf of His own (ver. 

Soe 

Ver. 6. All that came upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah realized at the Lord’s appearing 
“in flaming fire’ (2 Thess. i. 8). 

Ver. 7. It is somewhat remarkable that 
here the Hebrew uses the plural verb, “His 
countenances.’ It is the countenance of 
the Godhead—Godhead in all its fullness. 
Each person of the Godhead shall give a 
look of delighted approval. 

It is a psalm that declares “The Righteous 
One’s calm faith under circumstances that 
seem only disastrous.” 

Someone has said, “The Psalms teach me 
to prize a much-tried life.” 

There are those among us who like to 
hear about the love and grace of God, and 
the freeness of His salvation, but they don’t 
care about the righteousness of God. Now, 
the very heart and core of the gospel is 
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God’s righteousness. What an alarming 
verse that would be if it stood alone, “There 
is none righteous, no, not one’! (Rom. 
iii. 10.) But there is that other, “By the 
ob dience of one shall many be made right- 
eous” (Rom. v. 19). An old reformer 
writes to a friend: “Have you wearied of 
your own righteousness? Betake yourself 
to the righteousness of Christ.” 


Sunday, 11th. Psalm xu. 


Ver. rand 2. State of things on the earth 
while Christ is away. The godly perish, 
the faithful fail, flatterers flourish, and liars 
prevail. : 

Ver. 3 and 4. Flattering lips and proud 
tongues do not do as well as people imagine, 
even in this present world. They do not 
inspire confidence or secure affection. They 
prevail for a little and bring a brief suc- 


cess, and then men tire of them, and despise 


them. Yet generation after generation 
arises, and each continues in the practices 
of its predecessor, “speaking vanity every 
one with his neighbor,’ and the closing 
generation before Christ comes will be the 
worst of ail, in its godlessness saying: “Our 
lips are our own; who is Lord over us?” 

Ver. 5. “When the enemy shall come in 
as a flood, then the Spirit of the Lord shall 
litt up a standard against him.” “God re- 
serves His hand for a dead lift.’ When 
deliverance comes, the glory shall be all 
the Lord’s. 

Ver. 6. “The words of the Lord are pure 
words.” So, none but those who long for 
heart purity will receive them, and all who 
do receive them must expect to be tried by 
them. 

Ver. 7. In the trials that come by reason 
of the word, the Lord gives grace to the 
tried ones. 

Ver. 8 Not “vilest men,” but “sons of 
men,” as in margin. Man rule, without 
God, is the meaning, 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


No promise is made to those who give 
to the poor to be seen of men. They have 
their reward at once, and cannot expect to 
be paid twice. Blessed is the man who is 
busy in secret with his kindness; he finds 
a special jury in his unknown benevolences, 
This is the bread which, eaten by stealth, is 
sweeter than the banquets of kings. 
can I indulge myself to-day with this de- 
lightful luxury? Let me have a real feast 
of tenderness and flow of soul. 

Here and hereafter the Lord Himself 
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will personally see to the rewarding of the 
secret giver of alms. This will be in. His 
own.time and way; and He will choose the 
very best. 


Monday, 12th. Psalms xii. and xiv. 


Psalm xiii. commences with sighing and 
ends with singing. If we go to the Lord 
with our sorrows, and make our complaint 
to Him, our hearts are soon lightened, our 
grief soon gone. For four verses the 
psalmist pours out his sad tale of heart 
trouble, perplexity, loneliness, and fears, 
then a gleam of light comes, and he com- 
mences with a “But.’ He seems above the 
clouds, the unchanging Jehovah; he listens 
once more to the voice of promise, his eyes 
are lightened, and a breath from heaven. re- 
freshes his soul, as he bursts into praise, 
and sings, “I have trusted in thy mercy.” 
Then, in the view that the Spirit of God 
gives him of God’s mercy (Calvary re- 
veais it to us), he sings, “My heart shall re- 
joice in thy salvation.” Now, contemplating 
salvation, and that he has that, he cares 
naught for the troubles that so sorely op- 
pressed him but a moment before, and ex- 
claims in wonder, “The Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with me.” 

In Psalm xiv., we have the thought of the 
man of the earth about God, 
thought of God about the man of the earth, 
with a prayer, in ver. 7, that God may come 
with deliverance for His people who groan 
in bondage to the men of this world. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


God comes to us with an offer of deliv- 
erance, forgiveness, pardon, and love. And 
notice how plentifully God supplies. It was 
not a mere taste, but abundance of water 
for Israel. So in salvation. And as in the 
case of the people, the blessing was got 
by simply taking it from God. ‘So with us. 
He bids us believe and be saved. To delay 
taking will be a sin; to bring a price will be 
an insult. Think of a man of Israel bring- 
ing his shekel for the water! And think 
of a sinner offering God a price for His 
great salvation! We get no hint that the 
people prayed to God. Listen; for there is 
a great deal of talking in the camp. “We 
are sorry we left Egypt. There we had 
melons whenever we were thirsty. There 
we had the river Nile,” etc. Would you 
have wondered if God had cut them off? 
But in abundant mercy and long-suffering 
and compassion He gave them water from 
the rock. 


and the ~ 
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Tuesday, 13th. Psalms xv. and xvi. 


In Psalm xv. we have a description of the 
righteousness God requires for entrance 
into His tabernacle. It forever shuts the 
door against all who have ever gone up 
from this earth, except the Lord Jesus 
Christ. “By the deeds of the law shall no 
flesh be justified in His sight; for by the 
law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. iii. 20). 
In this psalm we have an application of the 
law. It is just and holy, but how blinded 
by conceit is that man*’who can read these 
verses and not feel that he has come short, 
and see that his every hope is to throw him- 
self upon Christ’s fulfilment of the law on 
his behalf, and accept his title to a dwelling 
on high through Christ as his Redeemer. 

"(See Rom. viii. 3 and 17.) Made Christ’s 
by faith, the Spirit of Christ will be in us, 
to lead us to live as here described. As in 
second verse, we will “walk,” “work,’-and 
“talk,” as “new creatures in Christ Jesus” 
should do. As in fourth verse, we will side 
with God in His condemnation and punish- 
ment of sin, both in ourselves and others. 

Psalm xvi. Compare verses 8 to 11 with 
Acts ii. 24 to 33, and Acts xiii. 35 and 36, 
and see how the Holy Ghost declares that 
David here speaks of Christ. Ver. 2 is ex- 
plained in Revised Version, “I have no good 
beyond thee,” and by Job xxxv. 7 and 8. 
Reading the two psalms in connection, Da- 
vid may be understood as here making con- 
fession that his goodness falls short of 
God’s requirements. He has failed of the 
path of life through the keeping of the law, 
but finds that path in Christ. He finds his 
comfort, where we must find ours, in the 
Lord alone, as in ver. 8. “The Lord always 
before me.” “Before us,” as guide, at our 
“right hand,’ as strength. This for our ~ 
pilgrimage here, resurrection and a life of 
“fullness of joy,’ and “pleasures for ever- 
more” our hope for the future. 


From C. H, Spurgeon: 


Do you know, beloved friends, what it is 
to be led of the Lord? Many are led by 
their own tastes and fancies. They will go 
wrong. Others are led by their own judg- 
ments. But these are not infallible, and they 
may go wrong. More are led by other peo- 
ple; these may go right, but it is far more 
likely that they will not. He that is led of 
God, he is the happy man, he shall not err. 
He shall be conducted providentially in a 


696 


right way to the city of habitations. Com- 
mit your way unto the Lord, trust also in 
Him, and He will bring it to pass. It may 
be a rough way, but it must be a right way 
if we follow the track of the Lord’s feet. 
The true believer shall be led by the Spirit 
of God in sacred matters. “He will guide 
you into all truth.” He that hath mercy on 
us in other things will have mercy on us by 
teaching us to profit. We shall be led into 
duty and through struggles; we shall be led 
to happy attainments and gracious enjoy- 
ments; we shall go from strength to 
strength, 


Wednesday, 14th. Psalm xvi. 


Ver. r. Prayer out of unfeigned lips has 
never failed of finding a full return of 
blessing from God. David begins this 
psalm with sincere supplication, and ends 
with sincere satisfaction. 

Viva: 
(R. V.). Only in Christ could God behold 
this. “He has magnified the law and made 
it honorable.” 

Ver. 3. “The Holy Ghost by the mouth 
of David” here speaks concerning Christ. 
Satan came and found nothing in Him 
(John xiv. 30). 

Ver. 4 and 5. How God’s word is here 
magnified as the means of our being kept 
from sin. But for that word enlightening 
and warning us, we should be drawn into 
“the path of the destroyer”; and but for 
that word strengthening and building us up, 
we could not walk in God’s way of holiness. 

Ver. 6. Faith must lay hold of the prom- 
ise that God will answer before the lips will 
open to utter the call. 

Ver. 7. “Kindness” is very precious, 
“loving kindness” more precious, but God’s 
treatment of us unworthy sinners is “mar- 
velous loving kindness.’’ 

Ver. 8. What figures are these to lead 
us to draw near to God! How carefully a 
man guards the center of his eye from all 
harm, how solicitous the hen to care for 
the brood that gather under her wing! 

Ver. 11. “They have set their eyes to 
cast us down to the earth” (R. V.). 

Ver. 13. “By thy sword” (R. V.). 

GR, 325 “Nee weve eevatel (UR WO), “Nae 
“men of the world,” satisfied with mere 
animal life, and the power to propagate that 
life, are here placed in contrast with the 
children of God, who have spiritual life, 
and look forward to the resurrection morn- 


“Let thine eyes behold equity” 
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ing for the fruition of their hope, and for 
their satisfaction. So 1 John iii. 2. 


From Mr. Moody: 

The year of jubilee will burst upon this 
world by and by; and we shall come up out 
of our graves. It will be all life then. We 
shall be changed in the twinkling of an eye. 
Enoch and Elijah, caught up into heaven, 
represent the first two dispensations. Christ 
represented the third. If we are spared to 
live until Christ returns to this earth, we 
shall never die. Death has been conquered, 
and by and by, I don’t know when, in the 
fullness of time, we shall rise victorious to 
glory. “Marvel not at this, for the hour is 
coming in the which all that are in the 
eraves shall hear his voice and shall come 
forth.” 


Thursday, 15th. Psalm xviy. r to 24. 


David’s song. The day of deliverance 
from the hand of Saul. 

Ver. r and 2. It is by our felt need of 
God that we get to know God; and, with 
the knowledge of God, get to love Him. 
Jesus said, “O righteous Father, the world 
hath not known thee.” If men knew God, 
they could not but love Him. David re- 
joiced in the weakness that led him to know 
God as his strength, even as Paul did after 
him (2 Cor. xii. 9) and was glad of the 
experience of sinking in the miry clay, that 
he might know of God as his Rock. 


Verwg. *. willkcall aa Somshalleiahe 
saved.’ This is our God’s thrice-repeated 
promise. (Joel 1. 32> “Acts i. Zleeand 
Rom. x. 13.) May each reader make it 


personal, as David did. “I will call. I 
shall be saved.” 

Ver. 4 to 6. The experiences of a con- 
verted soul. “Sorrow of death,’ “sorrows 
of hell,” “fear and distress.” God thus 
awakens men to a sense of their need. So 
carnal, so ungrateful, so entirely willing are 
we to get along without God, that God must 
thus deal with us. It is the testimony of 
all converted souls, “In my distress I called 
upon the Lord.” 

Ver. 7 to 19. A wonderful description of 
what the Lord did for the salvation of men, 
and for the deliverance of His people. 
“He heard my voice.” “He came down,” 
swiftly and with power, in the energy of His 
great might, like a father rushing to the 
relief of a persecuted child. “He took me.” 
“He drew me out.” “He delivered me.” 
The words were fulfilled in the resurrection 
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of Christ, are now fulfilled in our spiritual 
deliverance through Christ, and shall be 
gloriously and completely fulfilled, and filled 
full, in the final deliverance of the people 
of God. 

Ver. 20 to 24. Spoken of Christ. True 
of us as in Christ. Two things necessary 
for God’s blessing: Ast, Righteous stand- 
ing. Christ ives this. (Rom. iii. 24.) 
2d, Clean hands. Grace secures this. 
Glitiseii. lds and) 12.) 


From Matthew Henry: 


God’s glory is invisible, His counsels are 
unsearchable, and His proceedings unac- 
countable, and so, as to us, clouds and dark- 
ness are around about Him, we know not 
the way that He takes, even when He is 
coming toward us in ways of mercy. Verse 
12, “At his brightness the clouds passed.” 
Comfort returns, the ‘face of affairs is 
changed, and that which was gloomy be- 
comes serene and pleasant. 


Friday, 16th. Psalm xviii. 25 to 50. 
From Dr. 


This psalm was meant for the Lord Jesus 
very specially. It presents a singular his- 
tory of some portions of our Lord’s mighty 
undertaking, all related in such a manner 
as that His members (and David among the 
rest) might often use it for themselves. 
Initeby ii 3) Paul quotes ver, 2 astour 
Lord’s words, “J will put my trust in lim,’ 
to show that Christ, as our brother, leant on 
God, just as we ourselves would lean our 
weakness on Almighty strength. And 
again, in Romans xv. 9, he quotes ver. 49, 
“T will confess to thee among the Gentiles,” 
to show Christ’s deep interest in the world 
at large. So that we have from these two 
references—one from the beginning, the 
other from the close—the whole psalm 
marked out (bracketed within these two 
quotations) as belonging to Christ in a spe- 
cial and distinct manner. 

Ver. 20-27. At is the Lord’s people who 
are here addressed, God’s own family; and 
their behavior in His House is the theme. 
It is not how they are saved—that is set- 
tled already. (Compare ver. 16, 17.) Ver. 
20, “This is the law of the house”; every- 
thing must be holy there. “Righteousness” 
—right acting. “Cleanness of hands’’—no 
filthy lucre, bribe, etc. In the New Testa- 
ment it is still “the law of the house,” for 
hear this full statement by Paul in Phil. iv. 
6-9: “Be.... whatsoever things are true 

. . and the God of peace shall be with 
you.” We must use our justification for 
holy ends. Notice how possible it is for 
God’s children to walk in comparative holi- 
ness and righteousness at all times, and all 
the days of their life (Luke i. 75). 1 Thess, 


Andrew Bonar: 
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ii. 10 as here ver. 21, 22. Can you appeal 
to God as ver. 21, 22? An affectionate child 
could say this. As 1 John i. 7, and ii. 6, 
the path which you choose is “the lhght,” 
though you may walk slowly, and your love 
may be low in degree. 

Ver. 23. “Upright’”—completely attentive 
to the whole round of duty. 

Ver. 24, 25. “With the merciful” . 
See the opposite when Edom refused, his 
brother water. But the Lord’s “shewing 
mercy” see in Matt. x. and xxv. “With the 
upright”—the Lord shall meet him at every 
point. “Not one thing shall fail.’ “With 
the pure’; the man who keeps “unspotted 
from the world,’ the Lord will manifest to 
that man His purity (Ps. Ixxili. 1). “With 
the froward’—any of His children who are 
not out-and-out, who evade or shirk self- 
denying duty—the Lord will act towards 
them somewhat similarly, by not fully giv- 
ing out to ee what gifts He has ready. 
Brother, search, for this is the “law of the 


house.” 
Ver. 27. “Save the lowly.” The “proud 
look,” wunaccommodating behavior, super- 


ciliousness, etc., is all unlike the Lord, and 
they who show this shall miss some salva- 
tion blessing that the “lowly” find. 


Saturday, 17th. Psalm xix. 


Ver. rt As created and upheld by Him, 
and in the blessings that come from them 
upon man. (See Rom. i. 19 and 20.) 

Ver. 2. The succession of day and night, 
in the rising and setting up of the sun, the 
majestic movement of the myriads of 
planets, the light that sends men forth to 
toil, the darkness that brings them home to 
rest, all teach of God and of His love over 
all His works. As one day finishes its testi- 
mony, it leaves the next day to take it up; 
and as one night fades away into morning, 
it leaves the coming night to resume the 
silent witness to God’s glory. 

Ver. 3 and 4. See margin. “Without 
speech or language, their voice is heard.” 
Wherever man exists, he has always felt 
the silent, solemn influences of the starry 
heavens above him. 

Ver. 5 and 6. A wonderful description of 
the sun. “Nothing hid from the heat 
thereof.’ This is true of the very metals 
in the bowels of the earth, and of the tiniest 
seed that germinates in the darkest recesses 
of the forest. All the power of steam, 
electricity, or compressed air comes from 
the sun. What the sun is in the natural 
world, so Christ is in the scriptural uni- 
verse. 
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Ver.7 to 9. Six things as to the Word of 
God, the Scriptures. Note the title “the 
Jehovah” connected with each. The power 
of God’s truth in the soul is in proportion 
as the truth is connected with the person of 
Jehovah, God revealed in Christ. 1st. “Per- 
fect, converting the soul.’ 2d. “Sure, mak- 
ing wise the simple.” After conversion, we 
need instruction. As we come to the 
Scriptures with a childlike, simple spirit, 
we shall be built up, and made “wise unto 
salvation” (2 Tim. it. 15). 3d. “Statutes 
right, rejoicing the heart.’’ There is always 
joy in the act of obedience, and joy is the 
reward of obedience. 4th. “Commandment, 
pure, enlightening the eyes.” Pure, in itself, 
and making us pure. 5th. “Fear of the 
Lord, clean and enduring forever.’ “By 
the fear of the Lord is iniquity purged.” 
Nothing can endure that is not built upon 
God’s fear. 6th. “The judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether.” 
Amen. “Let the redeemed say so.” Even 
though these judgments smite us, and hum- 
ble us, they are righteous, and God is just, 
and loving, and holy, and true. 

Ver. 12, A wonderful prayer. 
me, keep me, accept me.” 


“Cleanse 


Sunday, 18th. Psalm xx. 


A prayer written by David, to be offered 
by the people for David, but also a prophecy 
of our Lord Jesus, David’s Messiah. 

Ver. rt. David was a child of God, and a 
king, but he was not exempt from trouble. 
“Neither grace in his heart, nor the crown 
on his head,” could save him from tempta- 
tion and trial. The best thing he could 
think of for his people to ask of God for 
him was that God would hear his prayers 
in his time of trouble. Could we have any- 
thing better? It is a mistake to run away 
from trouble, and be more anxious for God 
to take away our troubles than for Him to 
give grace to patiently bear them, and sanc- 
tify us by them. 

Ver. 2. Spiritual strength. Courage of 
soul to be “stedfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” This 
is the strength we need. Wealth, power, 
material help, are as nothing compared with 
this, 

Ver. 3. See margin “turn to ‘ashes” thy 
burnt offering. This signified God’s accept- 
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ance. It is fulfilled for us in God’s raising 
Christ from the dead. 

Ver. 4. This is wonderfully comprehen- 
sive. See similar promise in John xv., 
1 John v. 14. David’s heart was given to 
God, and his counsel was the word of God. 

Ver. 5 to 7. Banners set up are an em- 
blem of victory. The psalmist would give 
God the glory. 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


Use all God’s servants as you are able to 
profit by them. Hear them prayerfully, not 
for indulgence of curiosity, nor for pleasing 
rhetoric, but that you, through the Word of 
God, may feel His Spirit working in our 
hearts all the purpose of His will. Every 
God-sent minister, if he discharges his duty 
aright, waits upon the bride of Christ with 
loving diligence, and delights greatly to 
hear the Bridegroom’s voice. I wish that 
you who talk of my Lord’s servants as if 
they were rival performers would cease 
thus to profane the gifts of the ascended 
King. The varying abilities of those by 
whom the Lord builds up His Church are all 
arranged by infinite wisdom, and it should 
be ours to make the most we can of them. 
Comparing and contrasting the Lord’s gifts 
is unprofitable work. It is better to drink 
of the well of Elim than to grow hot and 
feverish in disputing as to whether it is bet- 
ter or worse than Beersheba or Sychar. 
One minister may be better to you than an- 
other; but another may be better for some- 
body else than the one you prefer. The 
least-gifted may be essential to a certain 
class of mind; therefore despise no one. 


Monday, 19th. Psalm xxi. 


The exaltation of David as a type of 
Christ, and God’s judgment upon his ene- 
mies. 

Ver. t. Joy bubbles up in this verse like 
the water from a spring. No wonder, as 
we reflect upon the cause of David’s joy. 
He had tasted of God’s salvation, and was 
being upheld by His strength. ; 


“ My heart is resting, O my God! 
I will give thanks and sing; 
My heart is at the secret source 

Of every precious thing.” 


Ver. 2. The heart’s desire of every saint 
is the glory of God. So David in Ps. xxvii. 
4. As a prophecy of Christ, see His heart’s 
desire in John xvii. 1 and 24. | 

Ver. 3. “Thou preventest him with the 
blessings of goodness,” 7. e., sent good 
things before the asking, and beyond the ex- 
pectations. This was so in the gift of 
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Christ, and in all the blessings connected 
with redemption. 
Ver. 4. So our Lord asked life, not only 


_ for Himself, but for all who should receive 


Him. “Thou hast given him power over 
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to 
as many as thou hast given him” (John 
xsi 2))\e 

Ver. 5 and 6. Compare with Phil. ii. 
9 and 10. It is only in the exaltation of 
Jesus that these prophetic words are fit- 
tingly fulfilled. So 1 Tim. vi. 15 and 16. 

Ver. 7. And they that trust in Him shall 
not be moved. 

Ver. § to r2. Fulfilled for David in his 
triumphing over his foes; fulfilled for Christ 
when He comes in glory. (2 Thess. i. 
7 to 10.) 

Ver. 13. Grace to David, and judgment 


upon his enemies, both exalted the Lord. 


From Mr. Moody: 


There is much more said in the Bible 
about praise than about prayer. The Psalms 
are nothing but praise, and as David got 
nearer the end of the journey he seems to 
have thought of little else. So it is with 
Christians—the nearer they get to heaven, 
the more they praise God. The saints praise 
Him in heaven, and men should learn to 
praise Him here below. 
God has created except the heart of man 
praises Him. I knew a man who always 
used to praise God under any circumstances. 
One day he came in with a severe cut on his 
finger, and said, “Praise God, I didn’t cut 
it off.” Under all circumstances let us 
praise God that our misfortunes are no 
worse, 


. 


Tuesday, 20th. Psalm xxii. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


Psalm xxii. shows Messiah enduring the 
awful cross, and winning the crown for 
Himself and His people. 

“This psalm is quoted in Heb. ii. 11, where 
ver. 22 is the passage referred to. ~ 

The scheme of the psalm is evident. 
There are two parts in it; the one from 
ver. 1 to middle of ver. 21; the other from 
the middle of ver. 21 to the end. The first 
part is Messiah’s sufferings; the second is 
His entering into His glory. His First 
Coming is the theme of the one; His 
glorious kingdom, established fully at His 
Second Coming, is the theme of the other. 

Ver. 4. “Our fathers.” (Compare Ps. 
xl. 5.) He is not ashamed to call you and 
me His brethren! (Matt. xxviii. 10.) 

Ver. 6. “The people” is specially His 
own Israel. 

Ver. 8. The taunt is equivalent to “He 


Everything that. 
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was fond of saying, ‘Roll on the Lord!’ ”— 
what Ps. xxxvii. 5 expresses more fully. 

-Ver. 20. “My only one” is understood to 
be the soul, described as dear like an only 
son. 

It is in ver. 21 that the tide turns. The 
clause, “Thou hast heard me,” ought to be 
taken by itself. It is a cry of delight. The 
lamentation of ver. 2 is over now—he is 
heard now! 


Wednesday, 21st. Psalm xviii. 


The Shepherd Psalm. Six verses only, 
but packed full of the very sweetest com- 
forts for God’s pilgrim people. Six things 
the Lord did for David. “He feedeth me, 
he leadeth me, he restoreth me, he com- 
forteth me, he exalteth me, he anointeth 
me.” 

The gate into this green pasture is in the 
first four words of the psalm, “The Lord 
my Shepherd.” If Christ is accepted, all 
else follows. “He that spared not his own 
Son, .... how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things.” “Ye are complete 
in him.” They that have God shall want 
no good. He who can in assurance of faith 
say, “The Lord is my Shepherd,” may add 
without fear, “I shall not want.” We 
would be surprised to hear one say, “I am 
the child of Cornelius Vanderbilt” and then 
to hear him add, “I am fearful that. I may 
lack food before the week closes.’ His as- 
sertion of relationship would carry with it 
to our minds a certainty of abundant pro- 
vision. Shall we, as God’s children, dis- 
honor our Father, by fearing that He will 
leave us to starve? The “green pastures” 
of the second verse means abundant pro- 
vision. Grass and clover up to the knees, 
and sheep lying down in the midst. 

In the fourth verse, “the valley of the 
shadow of death” does not mean that it will 
be a dark valley. There must be light, or 
there could be no shadow. Christ is there 
with the flock. — 


From Matthew Henry: 


See the happiness of the saints, as the 
sheep of God’s pasture. 

1. They are well pleased, well laid. “He 
maketh me to lie down in green pastures.” 
God gives the saints quiet and contentment 
in their own minds, whatever their lot is; 
their souls dwell at ease in Him, and that 
makes every pasture green. 

2. They are well guided, well led. “He 
leadeth me beside the still waters.” Those 
who feed on God’s goodness, must follow 
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His directions. He leads them by His 
word, His providence, His Spirit, in the 
paths of righteousness. Those only are led 
by the still waters of comfort that walk in 
the paths of righteousness. ; 

3. They are well helped when anything 
ails them. “He restoreth my _ soul.” 
Though God may suffer His people to fall 
into sin, He will not suffer them to lie in 
it. He shows them their error, gives them 
repentance, and brings them back to duty 
again. 


Thursday, 22nd. Psalm x-viv. 


The title of the psalm in the Greek ver- 
sion is “A psalm of David for the first day 
of the week.” It was sung in the temple 
upon that day, and contains a wonderful 
description of the Lord Jesus Christ raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
and ascending into heaven, as the glorified 
Son of God, to be “head over all things to 
the church” (Eph.si. 22). 

Ver. rt and 2. “The Lord’s,” by creation 
and by redemption. He founded ‘it, He es- 
tablished it, and He only has the right to 
rule over it. So ver, 2. 

Ver.3 to 6. “The hill of the Lord,” “His 

holy place,’ means primarily the temple on 
Mount Zion in Jerusalem, the place of the 
Lord’s habitation and His throne. In the 
day fast dawning, when there shall be “the 
new heavens and the new earth,” the 
Lord shall purge away iniquity, and none 
but those who have these characteristics 
shall be accepted by Him, or have part in 
His kingdom. So Mal. iii. 3 to 5, and iv. 1, 
with Matt. xxv. 31 to 34. 
' Ver. 7 to 10. The Lord Jesus, our great 
Redeemer, entering in within, the vail for us. 
Tested and tried as “Son of man,” “tempted 
in all points like as we are, yet without 
sin,” He was found perfect as being “humble 
of soul, pure of heart, and clean of hands” 
and so, “having by himself purged our sins,” 
and redeemed us by His death from the 
curse of the law (Gal. iii. 13) He ascended 
up into heaven to stand within the holy 
place, for us, and as our representative. 
Look to Him as there for all the needs of 
this fleeting hour, and wait with joyous ex- 
pectation His speedy coming, 


From Mr. Moody: 


A minister in New York began to cry to 
God in a time of great barrenness, for a 
blessing upon his church. He said weeks 
went on and no answer came. He felt as if 
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he must either have a blessing, or give up 
the ministry. He must have souls or die. 
One Sunday he threw himself on his knees 
in his study and cried to God, “O God, 
break this heart of mine and give me a con- 
trite spirit.” Just at this moment he heard 


-a faint rap at the door, and opening it, his 


little child, four years old, entered. She 


had heard her father’s prayer, and she said: . 
“Father, 1 wish you would pray for me; I © 


want a clean heart.’ “And,” said he, “God 
broke my heart, and at the next meeting 
there were forty inquirers.” 


Friday, 23rd. Psalm xxv. 


Ver, 
connection with prayer. 
selves up to pray. Be fervent and earnest, 
and neyer satisfied to forego praying until 
we have had real contact and communion 
with God. There are times when it re- 
quires real wrestling with Satan to get our 
souls up to God. Note David’s condition 
when he offered this prayer: “Enemies 
were triumphing; he was in darkness as to 
way; sins of the past were upon his con- 
science; iniquity was great; feet were in 
the net; desolate and afflicted, and troubles 
of heart enlarged.” 

He first declares his faith, ““O my God, 
I trust in thee.” Three times (ver. 2, 3, 
and 20) he prays, “Let me not be ashamed.” 
We should ever be making the same peti- 
tion. It has two applications. First, “let 
me not be ashamed to confess my Saviour, 
or to defend his words” (Mark viii. 38). 
Second, “let me not be ashamed” before 
the world or before devils, for putting my 
trust in Thy promises. Three times (ver. 
4, 5, and 8) he prays, “teach me.’”’ Oh, 
for the humble, childlike spirit, that is seek- 
ing ever to know the will of God! Note in 
the psalm the characteristics of those whom 
God will teach. Ver. 5. They have taken 
God for their salvation, and wait upon him. 
Ver. 8. They acknowledge that they are sin- 
ners. Ver. 9. They are meek. Ver. 12 and 
15. They fear the Lord. 

Three times he prays (ver. 6 and 7). 
“Remember.” lst. “Thy tender mercies and 
loving kindiesses.”’ These are shown to us 
at the cross. 2d. “Remember not my sins.” 
3d, “Remember me.” 

Note the arguments used as he pleads for 
forgiveness. Ver. 7. The mercy and good- 
ness of God. Ver. 11. His iniquity is great. 
Ver. 16 to 18. Desolate, afflicted, distressed, 


A valuable verse to study in 


We must stir our- ~ 
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troubled. 
ver. ll. 


The prevailing argument is in 
“For thy name’s sake.” 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


As to serving the Lord with cold hearts 
and drowsy souls, there has been too much 
of it; and it causes religion to wither. Men 
ride stags when they hunt for gain, and 
snails when they are on the road to heaven. 
Preachers go on seesawing, droning, and 
prosing, and the people fall to yawning and 
folding their arms, and then say God is 
withholding His blessing. Every sluggard, 
when he finds himself enlisted in the ragged 
regiment, blames his luck, and some 
churches have learned the same wicked 
trick. I believe that when Paul plants and 
Apollos waters, God gives the increase; and 
I have no patience with those who throw 
the blame on God when it belongs to them- 
selves. 


Saturday, 24th. Psalm xxvi. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


Psalm xxvi. is throughout The Appeal 
of the Righteous to the Lord’s righteous- 
NCSS. 

Ver. 3. “Thy lovingkindness is before 
mine eyes”; as Deut. vi. 8, frontlets. 

Ver. 6. “TI will wash my hands in in- 
nocency’—1. e., I will touch no unclean 
thing; like Gen. xx. 5; Deut. xxi. 6. “I 
will compass thine altar, O Lord.” The 
“compassing”’ of the altar takes place after 
pardon; it is made in order to view it 
leisurely. 

Ver. 12. “In the congregations... . 
Lord,” points farther than to the assemblies 
of God’s people on earth. They are but 
shadows of those multitudes, “numbers 
without number,” in the kingdom, and their 
voice of praise but the prelude to the an- 
thems that shall arise from “blessed voices 
uttering joy,’ when the Lord shall have 
gathered His great multitude that no man 
can number. 

Our way of ascertaining our pardon and 
acceptance rests on unchanging and un- 
changeable facts—facts forever illustrious, 
facts forever rich in meaning, facts forever 
uttering the same loud, distinct, full testi- 
mony to the sinner’s soul. Yes, we have 
an altar, and the voice from that altar and 
its four horns may be heard distinctly from 
day to day as at first. Our altar is Christ; 
and this Christ: died, rose again, went back 
to the Father, is interceding for us. These 
are the four horns of our altar! Let us 
take hold of any one of them, and lo! we 
see an accepted sacrifice before us—a_ sacri- 
fice that speaks peace, that leads our con- 
science to rest, and makes our hearts leap 
for joy; for God is well pleased. 


From Samuel Rutherford’s Letters: 
“Oh, that I were free of that idol which 


they call myself; and that Christ were for 
myself; and myself a decourted (discarded) 
cypher, and a denied and forsworn thing! 
But that proud thing, myself, will not play, 
except it ride up side for side with Christ, 
or rather have place before Him. O myself 
(another devil, as evil as the prince of 
devils!) if thou couldst give Christ the way, 
and take thine own room, which is to sit 
as low as nothing or corruption! Oh, but 
we have much need to be ransomed and 
redeemed by Christ from that master-tyrant, 
that cruel and lawless lord, ourself.” 


Sunday, 25th. Psalm xxvii. 


Ver. rt. Threefold character 
“Light, Salvation, Strength.” 

Ver. 4. Threefold desire of David. “To 
dwell in the house of the Lord’; “to be- 
hold the beauty of the Lord”; “to inquire 
in his temple.” 

Ver. 5. Threefold hiding place. “His 
pavilion of the king is in the center of the 
host; the tabernacle was surrounded by the 
twelve tribes; the Rock is Christ Himself, 
the ‘Rock of Ages.’”’ (Isa. xxvi. 4.) 

Ver. 7 and 9. Threefold prayer. “Have 
mercy upon me”; “hide not thy face from 
me”; “leave me not, neither forsake me.” 

Note in the first verse, that “light” from 
the Lord shows the need of salvation, and 
then shows the Lord as my salvation. He 
Who shows me my need, Himself supplies 
my need. Joseph, who revealed to Pharaoh 
the coming famine, was accepted by 
Pharaoh as the one to provide for that 
famine. In the eighth verse we have the 
call of God and the response of the sinner. 
In 2 Cor. iv. 6 we have God revealed in the, 
face of Jesus Christ. The meaning is that 
God is reconciled to us in Christ. (See 
Z Cor. v. 19 and 20.) “Acquaint now thy- 
self with God, and be at peace.” How the 
face of God shone in love upon David as he 
penned the tenth verse! 

Ver. 13. This is resurrection hope. 
Nothing less can sustain God’s children. “I 
had fainted unless I had believed.” So 
Christ prays for us that our faith fail not. 

Ver. 14. “Wait on the Lord.” How 
precious and encouraging is this verse! It 
lays hold upon the weary soul like the 
grasp of a strong, friendly hand. 


of God. 


From Matthew Henry: 


They that walk by faith in the goodness 
of the Lord shall in due time walk in the 
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sight of that goodness. This he hopes to 
see in the land of the living. 1. In this 
world, that he should outlive his troubles, 
and not perish under them. It is his com- 
fort, not so much that he shall see the land 
of the living, as that he shall see the good- 
ness of God in it; for that is the comfort 
of all creature comforts to a gracious soul, 
2. In the land of Canaan, and in Jerusalem, 
where the living God revealed Himself, and 
where were the lively Oracles. 3. In 
heaven. It is that land alone that may be 
truly called the land of the living, where 
there is no more death: this earth is the 
land of the dying. 


Monday, 26th. Psalm xxviii. 


Ker, tm In ver lof Psalar xsavity the 
Jehovah is “my light’; here, He is “my 
rock.” Without light I could never come to 
the Rock; and without a footing upon the 
Rock, I could never abide in the light. “Be 
not silent to me.” God is sometimes silent 


towards His children, as a trial of their 
faith, and more often because they have 


wandered so far from His paths that they 
cannot hear His voice. This silence of God 
a true saint cannot long endure. He is 
filled by it with fears and forebodings. He 
feels that it indicates: God’s displeasure, and 
He is led to searchings of heart and con- 
fession of sin, and cries unto God, until He 
again hears the voice of God in His soul. 
Those who know not what this means are 
those who are’ dead, and who go down into 
the pit. 

Ver. 2. “Hands towards the holy oracle” 
—i. e., the place of sacrifice; as the publican 
‘praying in the temple, “God be merciful to 
me a sinner.” 

Ver. 3 to 5. Those to whom God is silent. 

Ver. 6 to 8. The answer of God to those 
who lift their hands towards the sacrifice. 


“With my song will I praise him.” This is 
the true use of song. 
Ver. 9. A full meal in this verse. Salva- 


tion, blessing, shepherding, and finally 
resurrection life, in the lifting up forever 


and ever. All for “thy people’ and “thine 
inheritance.” See Romans viii. 3, 4, and 
Loy 172 


From Mr. Moody: 


It is only the blood-bought hand that can 
work for God. It is a sin to set ungodly 
men at work in the Church. We take un- 
godly men and make them trustees of the 
church, and take their money, and say, 
“Their money is just as good as anybody 


Record of Christian Work. 


else’s money”; and these men have an idea 
that they are buying their way to heaven, 
and they are even better in their own opinion 
than many true Christians. Then there are 
ungodly men singing in the choir and help- 
ing in the service of God. No man can do 
anything to please God until he is first 
sheltered by the blood. I don’t care what 


he is, I don’t care what his life has been, — 


God cannot accept it; he can’t walk with 
God, he can’t work for God, until sheltered 
by the blood. 


Tuesday, 27th. Psalm xxix. 


Eighteen times “Jehovah” is mentioned 
in this psalm. 

Ver. t. “O ye mighty,’ or, as in margin, 
“sons of the mighty.’ From Ps. Ixxxix. 6, 
compared with Heb. i. 4, “angels” are re- 
ferred to. The Jehovah excels them all, and 
all are called to bow before Him, Whose 
name proclaims His exaltation. “Worship 
the Lord in the beauty of his holiness.’ No 
other worship can be accepted by God. We 
must first have our sins forgiven through 
Christ, and receive a holy heart from Christ, 
before we can stand before God. 

Ver. 3 to 9. Seven things about the 
“voice of the Jehovah.” Voice, here, means 
same as “word” in John i. 1 to 4, Col. i. 5 
and 16, and 1 Peter i. 25. Every utterance 
of God has ever been through the Eternal 
Son. The psalmist, in writing, seems look- 
ing out over the sea, and over the wilder- 
ness, as a mighty storm is lashing the wa- 
ters, and causing the strong trees to bend, 
while lightnings flash from the clouds, and 
thunders roll along the heavens. As the 
storm ceases, he visits his flocks and herds, 
and finds the young brought forth. He 
praises the God of life and power for all 
this, and then, with a gaze upon the mys- 
teries of God’s revelation in redemption, 
shadowed forth in the temple and its ser- 
vice, he exclaims, “In his temple, everything 
Saith ‘clory> (Re Va)r 


Ver. ro. “The Lord sat as King at the 
flood” (R. V.). 
Ver. rz. All the strength, pictured above 


for His people. 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


_ God may be seen in the stars; His name 
is written in gilt letters on the brow of 
night; you may discover His glory in the 
ocean waves, yea, in the trees of the field. 
But the Bible, written by Himself, reveals 
more fully His glory. O ye who dislike 


iia 


Bible Notes. 


certain portions of the Holy Writ, rest as- 
sured that your taste is corrupt, and that 


God will not stay for your little opinion. ° 


Your dislike is the very reason why God 
wrote it, because you ought not to be suited; 
you have no right to be pleased; God wrote 
what you do not like; He wrote the truth. 
Let us bend in reverence before it, for God 
inspired it. 


Wednesday, 28th. Psalm xxx. 
From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


Psalm xxx. The song of the righteous 
concerning the night of weeping and the 
morning of joy. 

Our David could take up these strains, 
and adopt them as his own. There was a 
time when his sacrifice was offered, and the 
temple of his body accepted by the Father. 
He, too, had been low, and had been lifted 
up (ver. 1); had cried, and been healed 


_- (ver. 2) ; had been brought up from among 


the dead (ver. 3). Who would call on men 
so well as He to sing to Jehovah (ver. 4), 
and “celebrate the memorial of his holiness” 
—that is, to celebrate whatever called that 
holiness to mind, and kept it before men? 
Was it not holiness that shone through the 
darkness of Calvary? “But thou art holy” 
—was not that the comforting thought that 
upheld Him on the cross? 

But no one of His members, all of whom 
have been (ver. 2) healed, can fail to find 
in this psalm very much that suits their own 
experience. Each of “His holy ones” has 
known this “moment of anger,” followed by 
“life in His favor,’ from the hour when 
His anger was turned away. They have 
had their sorrows, weeping has “lodged” 
in their dwellings oftentimes; but it was 
always followed by a “morning of joy.” 
And they are expecting very soon their 
resurrection morning. 

The personal holiness of believers is of 
immense importance. Many good men, in 
their intense evangelistic zeal, seem to make 
light of growth in grace, and will even be 
heard saying, when a soul has been ap- 
parently led to Christ, “Oh, leave him now; 
all is right with him; let us go on to 
others.” This is a grievous mistake. That 
may be a saved soul; but he may by his im- 
perfect holiness prevent the conversion of 
twenty others. He is a lighthouse; but if 
the reflectors be dim, and the supply of oil 
scanty, the dimness of the light may wreck 
many a vessel which never doubted all was 
well, since no warning ray on the waters 
gave notice of danger. Or, to take a 
Scriptural thought; if raised Lazarus had 
been left with his grave clothes unremoved, 
the napkin on his face, and the smell of the 
tomb’s corruption lingering in these cere- 
ments, would he not have repelled those who 
came to him? Would he not have left on 
them the impression that this specimen of 
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the Saviour’s resurrection power might al- 
most as well have been left in the tomb? 


Thursday, 29th. Psalm «xxi. 


From the ninth to thirteenth verses we 

have the description of the deep sorrow of 
@ssoul the psalmist was enduring when he 

wrote this song. “Soul consumed with 
grief, years spent in sighing, reproached, 
forgotten, like a broken vessel, fear on every 
side,’ etc. The figures are very strong. 
These experiences were ordained of God, 
that, in the deliverances he should have in 
answer to prayer, the Lord might be known 
by His people in all generations as a 
prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God. 
So, in our day, Stanley was led into the 
trackless forests of Africa, far from all help 
of man, that he might be thrown upon God 
and learn His living power, and then bear 
testimony, that the promise is as true to-day 
as in David’s time. “Call upon me in the 
day of trouble; I will deliver thee and thou 
shalt glorify me.” The use of the fifth 
verse by our Lord Jesus, when He hung 
upon the cross, must ever, in a special man- 
ner, hallow this psalm to His disciples. It 
also indicates that to get the full meaning 
of its teaching, we should see experiences 
of Christ, as well as the experiences of 
David, portrayed by it. The ejaculatory 
petitions are specially rich and helpful. © 

Ver. 2. “Bow down thine ear to me.” 

Ver. 3. “For thy name’s sake, lead me 
and guide me.” 

Ver. 15. “My times are in thy hand.” 

Ver. 16. “Make thy face to shine upon 
thy servant; save me for thy mercies’ sake.”. 
Note the song after the sorrow in ver. 19, 
21, 23 and 24. 


From Matthew Henry: 

God is good to all, but He is, in a special 
manner, good to Israel. This goodness is 
said (ver. 19) to be “laid up for them,” and 
“wrought for them.” There is goodness 
laid up for them in the other world, “an in- 
heritance reserved in heaven” (1 Peter i. 4), 
and there is goodness wrought for them, 
and wrought in them, in this world. There 
is enough in God’s goodness, both for the 
portion and inheritance of all His children, 
when they come to their full age, and for 
their maintenance and education during 
their minority. There is enough in bank, 
and enough in hand. It is laid up in His 
promise, it is wrought in the fulfilment of 
the promise for those that by faith take 
hold and put it in suit. 
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Friday, 30th. Psalm xvvu. 


Ver. 1. Not covered, by being denied, ex- 
tenuated, or unconfessed. There is no 
blessing from God, and never can be, to 


any man who seeks to cover sin in this way. @ 


We must uncover our sin before God in 
honest confession, and in hearty repentance, 
as did David (see ver. 5), and then God 
will cover our sin by the blood of the atone- 
ment, and will blot out our iniquities by a 
full forgiveness. (See Rom. viii. 1 to 4.) 
If we uncover our sins, God will cover them. 
If we cover them, God will uncover them, 
“in the day when he shall judge the secrets 
of men by the gospel.” 

Ver. 2. There is no man who has ever 
lived, who now lives, or ever will live, in an 
Adam nature, who could stand before God 
and not have iniquity charged to him, if he 
stood before God in his own merit. (So 
Rom. iii, 18, 19.) Ver. 3 to 5 show plainly 
that David saw this. He confessed that he 
was a sinner, and yet rejoiced as one to 
whom the Lord did not impute his sins. 
See the explanation given by the Holy 
Ghost in Romans iv. 4 to 8, and 23 to 25. 
Reader, as surely as you live, the only way 
you can escape having your sins charged to 
you is by accepting Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour, and believing God’s word that 
they were charged to Him. Believe this, 
and then you will understand what David 
says in ver. 6 and 7 about safety, security, 
and songs. 

Ver. 8 and 9. “The secret of the Lord is 
with them that fear him.” When we say to 
God, “Thou art my hiding place,” then God 
replies to us, and tells us the way of con- 
tinued peace and complete blessing. It is 
all comprised in keeping the will yielded up 
in all things to God. 


From Mr. Moody: 


To get Christ, we must first meet him 
at Calvary as our Redeemer. As we there 
accept of Him as our Redeemer, He be- 
comes our Purifier and our Sanctifier. He 
is not only a Saviour Who takes us from 
the pit of hell, but He delivers us from 
sin. Redemption is buying back, for we are 
told in Galatians, “He hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law.” He has bought 
us back from sentence of justicer We be- 
long to Him—“He hath redeemed us by 
His blood.” Adam sold us very cheaply; 
Christ came and redeemed us at infinite 
price, but without cost to us. 
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Saturday, 31st. Psalm xxvii. 


This psalm tells us a little of why, and 
how, the saints should praise the Lord. 
lst. There is set forth God’s worthiness to 
be praised for what He is, in His moral 
attributes. (See ver. 4 and 5.) 2d. Praise 
Him for what He has done, in creating 
(ver. 6 and 7), in upholding (ver. 11), in 
remembering the sons of men (ver. 13 to 
15), in preserving them (ver. 19), in show- 
ing them mercy, and providing for them 
their salvation (ver. 10 to 22). 3d. Praise 
is comely from those who owe everything to 
God. A man is never so truly happy as 
when he praises God. So, as in ver. l. 
“Praise is comely for the upright.” 4th. 
How to praise God. (a) Ver. 2. With in- 
strumental music. (b) Ver. 3. With song. 
(c) With skillful playing. Ifthe Most High 
God is exalted, there is a place for the 
highest art in His worship. The very best 
way to do a thing will always produce the 
best results. So let there be correct sing- 
ing and cornet playing, and study and care- 
ful preparation to this end on the part of 
all who engage in God’s service. Let there 
be no scamp work in the temple of God. 
(d) Let praise be with “fear and rever- 
ence” (ver. 8). (e) With a joyful heart, 
and in faith (ver. 21). 

Read ver. 16 and 17, and don’t worry if 
you have neither money, favor of the rich 
and powerful, or a horse. The weak one 
who trusts in the Lord is far safer than the 
one who has all of these things, and is with- 
out God. 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


Born from above and bearing the name. 


of Christian, shall the child of God cease to 
battle for that which is good? Conscious 
of a sacred instinct which impels him on- 
ward and upward, shall he sit down in 
despair or retire into inglorious ease? 
Serving a Lord Who spared not His heart’s 
blood for man’s redemption, and following 
in the track of thousands of martyrs, who 
counted not their lives dear unto them, 
shall we selfishly shun self-denial and 
avoid reproach? He who bears the name 
of Christian is sworn to sustain the cause 
of God and truth with the last drop of 
blood that warms his veins. 

“For the word of the Lord is right; and 
all His works are done in truth.” 


